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Francis Arundel to Charles Mortlake. 

• * 

- London, 

THE -fcene I am now entering upon 
ftrikes my fenfes wich its novelty, but 
it does not fatisfy my mind. Bereft of your 
fociety, and taken off. from the purfuit of 
thofe peaceful ftudies, in which we were 
jointly engaged, I feel myfelf at prefent in a 
mod uncomfortable (ituatioa. 

How it may be, when I am more fami- 
liarized to the modes and manners of the 
great world, I cannot pretend to fay : as yet 
I fee no caufe to rejoice in the change my 
father has been pleafed to make in the fyf- 
tem of my education : the alluring promifes 
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which dazzled him, never ftruck me with 
the fame force, and this eftablifhment, which 
he fo greedily caught at, has, from the ' firft 
moment he adopted it, invariably appeared 
to me in no other light than as a facrifice of 
my happinefs to his ambition -, for, if I know 
myfelf, I am perftraded { I a;m ill qualified 
for my office, and little , likely to find either 
credit or comfort in a flate ofj depcndance. . 

.1 am at a lofs to guefs what ufe« fuch fmall 
talents, as I am elbowed with eta be of to the 
great perfonage, whofe fortunes I am now 
attached to. My flender ftock of acquire- 
jpratts has been purely of the literary for r, and 
having known no other training than in the 
fellowfhip of die Mufes, inter Sylvas atademi, 
I >fhall be an awkward novice in the circle of 
the courtly graces. 

, It is liurprifing, my dear Charles, how much 
an academic air and addrefi embarnafs a man 
of fenfibility in company of a certain: fort* 
I am not fure but I fhall be obliged to put 
aoyfclf under the hands of fome one of thofe ad- 
vertifing profefibrs, who undertake for Grown 
Gentlemen, and commence a courfe of pri- 
vate k&ures $ for I perceive there is more 

worldly 
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worldly refpe<5t paid to the accomplishments 
of the dancing-mafter, thaa to all *he learning 
of the fchools* 

Aksl my friend, the milk of our ahna 
mater, which you and I have fed upon, is 
a diet too fimple iot the ftrong ftotnach of 
ambition $ the hea*y demands which btifinefs 
makes upon the human conftitution, and the 
daily drains of pleafore will not be fupported 
on fo temperate a regimen ; nor can all the 
demonftrationa of Euclid help you to the fo* 
lution of one difficulty in the crooked fcheme 
of politics. 

There are more phenomena in nature, 
Charles, than your phtfofophy can account 
for : the eccentricity c€ a comet is not to be 
compared wkh that, in which fome beings 
feem to move in their political as well as 
moral ofbita j and though we have a fyftem 
for the natural fototion of the tides of the 
ottean, it would be more than the genius of 
a Newton could perform to explain the tides 
and turns in the affairs of men. 

Vht interior: of a minifter's houfe prefepts 
a itetit for curious fpeculation $ every do- 
meftic has an air of confequence. I cannot 

B 2 bear 
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bear the mock-majefty of thefe upftarts : thqy 
feem waiting to take meafure of me by the 
attention or negleft I may chance to expe- 
rience from their Lord : as yet, I have had fo 
little of his Lordfhip's company, though I live 
under his roof, that they have drawn no abfo- 
lute conclufions for or againft me : he re- 
ceived me in , a manner I. have go. right to 
complain: of, though a little rpore conde- 
fcenfion would have pleafed me better : the 
ladies of his family are not in town. 

Two or three humble folicitors have already 
found their way to my apartment, and made 
fuit to me in a ftile that is painful to my 
feelings. Each of thefe poor languifhing cx- 
peftants would fain have perfuaded me into 
an opinion of my own confequence, and how 
eafy it was for me to fervc him with my prin- 
cipal : I find I muft fubmit to heavy con- 
tributions on my patience and pity, if I per- 
fift in lending an ear to every man's long- 
winded detail of grievances, and yet it is as 
hard to refufe that confolation to the wretched 
race of expeftants, as it is to convince them 
I have nothing better to beftow. But why 
will men mifunderftand their own intcrefl To 

totally 
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totally as to be loquacious on fuch occafions ? 
Every hour, that pafles over my head, puts me 
more and more out of conceit with the fitu- 
ation I am in. 

Happy are you, my dear friend, and happy 
may you continue to be in the enjoyment of 
thofe placid fcenes, where, amidft the fociety 
of nature's unperverted children, you can 
alternately enrich yo m mind with the difco- 
▼ery oftruch, and delight your fancy with the 
fports of fiQion ; contrafting the feverity of 
your academical refearches with all the charms 
of claflic tafte and elegance* Regular hours 
and temperate meals, with the. dated returns 
of your collegiate duties and healthful re* 
creations, compofe that pure and primitive 
fyftem of life, which you enjoy and I have 
loft: 

Such are the ills which from ambition fpring* 

Farewell ! 
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J WONDER y ©u ciiuld expeft me to- Aiy, 
when you mlgfit^averecelleiffed it '<tf«s: 
our cabinet dinner, and there was litfle"or ad 
chance of my getting down to you in tfefc 
evening. I AiotiW however htfve strove hard 
for it, but we were unluckily pledged v& : A. 
committee df W^ft India merchants, who i&ld 
us by the ears till it was too i*te tor»feav* 
town. If nothing unforefeen arifes, 1 ilia]! be- 
ifrith you to-morrow ; but take notice, T cannot 
fet out till after my levee is over, which will 
hold till near four o'clock. < • • 

Apropos to all this, I am to inform ^oir, 
.that young Arundel is arrived ; *he obligations 
I was under to his father, upon ele&ion fer- 
vices, engaged me in a promife to provide 
for his fon •; I have therefore taken him as 
my private fecretary, and now find tnyfelf 
encumbered with a raw fed from the qrii- 

<verfity, 
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verfity, foil of Greek and Latiu, which I hive 
no life for, and poffefied as it fhould feem 
of no requix^ces for the place I have pro* 
motod him to. What (hall I do with him? 
If he had dropt from the moon he could not 
feem more out of iris deme nt. He is modeft, 
relpeftful* and fo filent, that I have fcarce 
beards the .tone of His voice. : I think to 
..feeing, fekft wjth.«mc to Spring . Growi arid 
$t?ra him; over to your Ladyfhip to polifh off 
the pedantic ruft of his Carribridge educa- 
tion. The Biftiop t^lls me he is a capital 
fctel^r^ and has carried off all the prizes 
ftataitfci?: ^competitor* * yov, who have a 
4faMig t aiat of the blue-ftocking coterie, ca/i 
beft judge of that part of Jiis chara&er, I* 
wto want only a ready penman and a met 
thodical drudge, might have been better 
fuited with the firft plodding clerk } I had 
t ph$&&o\X of n^ office. . ' 

?nnX*Ml«Psife l>i®fifl: upon her being well 
agpiaft.tbe tia*e we meet : 1 expert to find 
that freih air, sold: bathing and the exer* 
cifc of riding will have repaired the ravages 
ittotjatie hours, hot aflemblkts and fuU draw- 
ing-raftms had made in the {doom, of : youth 

juji beauty. 
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I am totd young Arundel is a famous mu- 
ficiati ; I fhall make him bring his violin 
with him. Good night to you. 

r * 

G. 



LETTER III. 

Ccmtejs o/G. to the Han. Mrs.Domdr. 

* 

■ *■ 

Spring Grove. 

y& OXJ know my.paffion for retirement, and 
. theVefore cannot wonder at the -partiality 
I have ever had for this delightful villa. * It is 
now in prime beauty, and as the phyfioians 
have thought it neceffary for Lady Louifa to 
take the country air, my Lord has contented 
to difpenfe with my ftaying any longer in town, 
and' I. have nrow been a whole week the- a-tcte 
with the dear girl, who has advanced in her 
recovery every hour. So many are the oppor- 
tunities 1 have had of converfing with her, and 
fuch is the operands of her nature, that I am 
now fat isfied there was no ground for the 
fuipicion I had taken up of her having con- 
ceived 
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ceived a liking for that gay youftg libertine Sir 
George Revel. Certainly he-was very parti- 
cular in his afliduitie$ on the night he danced 
with her at the duchefs's afiembly, and I muft 
confefs there was fomething in her manner, 
and more particularly : in her looks, which 
alarmed my motherly anxiety, which muft be 
continually awakened for the fafety of a young 
perfon fo fall of attra&ionS, and wfthal fo vo- 
latile as my Louifa* I really think we have 
brought, her out at too early an age, but no- 
thing would put my Lord by from having her 
prefented, though fhe had but juft completed 
her iixteenth year, and the confequences were 
eaGly fqrefeen. Surrounded by admirers, and 
followed by a crowd in every place flie enters, 
like fome public fpeftacle, who can wonder if 
Jo young a head grows giddy with the flattery, 
that is paid her, and if her health is now fuf- 
feriog by the late, hours and fafhionable, diffii- 
pations of .a town life ?,- but there is no laying 
any reftraint upon my Lord's unlimited indul- 
gence, and nothing is. left for me but to lament . 
in filence and obey. I mull not however for- 
get to acknowledge the relief I ibmetimes h^ve 
recourfc to, and which 1 am now a vailing ;my- 

B$ felf 
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$el{ of, whiia I fetnedy xrabuaiJien my full heart 
to you, and you .afope? for. you /can fcdjfor 
- rials -your friendly: pit^l ighioens <ny load, bad 
ycnar, better jtidgqaeht corrBdts/myiweakrtefer^, 
I Joiow 4 jfour Sentiments ib /well mpoh die 
fobjeft of mufic,vthat I am ataioft afpaietrco 
ftell you hdw much her takrnc in that captimfc* 
ing art b impit) ved ; 1 have beard: jouurifo*- 
tiott with* regret the uooic/wUcLyoi»g<woiBe£ 
are too apu to dedicate to that.acaompbfhtocni, 
and after all it muft be owned a dangerous ex- 
cellence when it is attained; for where the 
heart is a&uated by thofe tender propenfities, 
which are too eridenriy inherent ia Jbdidfa's 
nature, Iinuft admit that mufic is.vciy dodjj, 
though poetically /called tbi food. of icon pixtiL 
it is not fo much the melting cadence of her 
voice, as the exprefiive language of, her eyes, 
which makes me tremble. for her during thofe 
pqformaaces, which her father's sranttyiaJbr 
^ycr calling for. She is really, fo captirating, 
and fo fenfitive towards the admiration of tho& 
fhe captivates,: that if 1 had any. .voice in cbe 
matter, (he fhould not be fuffered to difplay 
her attractions fo promifcuoufly as fh& docs ; 
nor would 1 indulge her predileftkm ibrithofe 
6 foft 
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€A bnd tender cantafciics, wtoitfc ttke geterdlly 
fciefts for her performance*. 
^ IfciK>^70utkii^ witlv meon this (ubje&> 
. and fiaifo* know h«w wcH apprised jbn aroof 
my LxMtTs way of ff&iftking, and the fruitlefs 
attempt it would be for me to oppbfe it. lit 
dm xs m all things, clfe I muft fijbmit to hi* 
wftlr&nd pltafiirt :-*but wiiilft I am writingthis 
tirequfpaga is i& Eighty and 1 troril inftandf 
break i offr; and hafteo to rctefvc him*— To- 
morrow 1 willrefume the £teafure I kavfc no* 

a i My Lordcaroe down t*tt*yefter<fey in &cii 
rgbod /pipits, that I am apt? co &k*kiaffi*ira of 
tftae havtf taken feme* rtirfl fttore dominate fob 
his adminiftration, tftaa kite beta ufuafc of late ; 
tmt^tiiisl can only gtfefc at, a& I never know of* 
*tifa tpknbwafcy xhing '^ip&l&fcfcs ind patties. 
iNabwiyiaccbenpatifedihim/feut a yotmg gen- 
riem«n?wte«i heh^sjuft taken into hi* family 
is bis prrfite lecretdryf he is the onfy fob of 
Dr. Arundel* ; a tttfpeftebto clergybfctt in ouf 
bounty > and ohe whof* foifcJeeft and fopport 
wre of thrgrtattft ift*ti«e to i*f Liord at the 
M gcoexftl (<jUaiojv: his f^htr^ educated hint 
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for the chtjnsh* jwydL/jrd fay&he has thought :an 
excellent chara£tec iron) Cambridge, ami indeed 
if I may judge upon fo (hpr£ aritaoquamtwice he 
Teems weH toidefetiye; it> < By nay* JU*rd's man- 1 
£er of deferring huiwni abetter he wrtrteJx> me 
the day before yeftfifday* ^a.mw lad. from .the 
juniyerfity, I had farmed myfelf tp. expedk 
fomething, very awkward and., uncouth in' his 
appearance i but; jiQtfaog c#i be further from 
hi forahough he tasnnonti of. that happy 
affurajjf e^ . whicji putft pur., yowg men of 
fafhion fo entirely at their eafe in ajl compa? 
nies, he has a natural -good -breeding which 
pleafes i#e mjich j^cfter; ^nd his-faxttntions, 
without fa&iiftg into fe*MU&Y**re\pf that*** 
fpe&ful yet;rQ4oly eaftj ^h*ch fecta: vindicate 
a .proper ijnderftahdirig of himfclfraa welhas 
others My Locd told trie ip a; whifper, that he 
had l^een greyly pieai^wkblwa^onveifat ion 
by the w*y* «ivL that the. prejudice of his, firft 
appe4r«£c*ha4 beeaeritiitte f eirtwcd i Juthink, 
ad^ed he* I Ih^Jl j^ake^fixn^iog. of 4iim in 
time* ' bun J f*rtthrt' fetf p#£pfehfl is too high- 

winded ;;fftT pp*» r *ijrjnfarn)iog him, that I 
{hould apppi^; ]>iH>^; pr<)per ftipendfrom my 

;" for. 
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for him, xny young gentleman truly would ndt 
hear of it, and conceded the point with me in a 
ftile that I ihouk) never have expected a depen- 
dant to make ufe of : I confefs- to you I was 
highly diipka&d with him at fii^ffr, but hi the 
end I paffed it over and made allowances for 
his extreme ignorance of the world, imputing 
it to the pride of mind and felf-confequence 
which thefe. young academics are a£>t to con* 
tra& .at the uaiverfky.. — To -this t feemed to 
aoquiefce, by: observing that experience would 
make him wifcr ; but I confcfs to you I drew 
very different conclufions : in my own mind, 
^nd- rawh inore in Mr. Arundel's favor, than 
I ytnturecbto cxprefs, for- it is not my way to 
qpp«ife my hxad ut any of his- opinions. . . 

After oafiee was aver nothing wotikt* con - 
tent my JLoudlbur that Louifa muft fit down to 
her. piano fane>< and though the phyficians had 
forbidden her ,ta fing, an air was called for 
and. tba favor ke>fcag in, Perfeo was fele&ed 
for her performance, though it concludes with' 
a braveura that demands more than ordinary 
exertion :- iMr. Arundel was foon aftep prefled 
to.take.iq> his violin and accompany Louifa in 
a concerto* this he wouW fain, have declined, 

and 



and fpokc \fb> moddkly of his talent, that my 
Lord* fctmed diipofcd (to let him off, abferving / 
to me in a whifpov that.ho concluded it ms% 
jt« TV(irt h tfae hearuigi^ Lo\»fa in^thcttiian- 
time had turned over iher books, and picked 
out a concerto, which fhe told hini was 1 
iavoute of her father 's, and that he muft abfo- 
lu tely xlo his heft ta bear a part, jfor which pur> 
poffibjihe wauJd uak*4t jn -flower time to ae^ 
sotorpedatc Unu flfhii ccffnnrwnd he^obcyed 
without further hefitation, and to coir great 
fuEprifc executed it in ib maftedy a ftiie, widt 
fuch excellence* of taftc* tone and execution, as 
riu*w;ray l^tdiiftto abfokit^ raptures* ^wbo 
<juite opptcficd poof Asunder* modeftyiwoh 
his applaiafes* It wis now inivaia to* think) of 
ftcnvxung the torrent, for the harmonious rage 
had. fcittd Louifa as much aa it ihad&r fa their, 
and ouf yoiiligrouficianforclyagain&lik will 
was nuide to accompany her in two of her beft 
fong&i which I mull own; he did with fo much 
delicacy of expreflion, as to make even me for 
the time aknoft as imprudent as my Lord ; but 
at the conclufion of the fecond air, having 
fnapt one of his firings, as I verily believe by 
defign>he had not> or pretended that hehad not, 

another -, 



ARUNDEL, ty 

another; and fb cdndudedour coricert, to the 
great mortification of rny Lord, and the fornix 
nate refcbe iof Looif&'s exhasufted fpirits. 

This > morn ihg my Lord went early to towir, 
having left his young man with us till his re* 
turn; and being Sutiday and Louifa's health 
making it not advifeable for her to venture to- 
church, ^we.defi red Mr. Arundel to read. the 
fcmce torn *at home, which he did m/fucba 
mamta? <as imprefled rae with regret, that 
talents, fo adapted t& the. office he was per- 
forming, ihould -be diverted to left worthy 
purpoiespand* thinking as I do of politics and 
aft who ace involved in than j I pitied the fate 
H thipi uahappy vi&im to dependences ami 
frcririiifty hear t abhorred the mercenary mptim 
of? the father,, who had withdrawn him from 
the fervice of. God and ftcrificed him to. the 
maramoa of ambition* Farewelli . 
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• LETTER IV. 
Dr. Arundel to Frauds hisfon*. 

' * • . A . * m 

Son Francis, 

AS it hath now pleated the Giver of all good 
things to crown my humble endeavours 
with ftrccefs, and to permit me to fexalt you 
to a fphere, wKere -your- talents 'may have 
room for their difplay, and your fortune, un- 
der prudent care and caution, maybe finally 
eftabliflied to the extent of my moft fan guinea 
hopes, through the favor of my gracious . 
patron and benefactor, the noble Earl of G. 
k behoves me to give you fuch rules? for your 
conduit as may lead your inexperienced youth 
in the right road to preferment; and.it will 
be your indiipenfable duty to obferve and fol- 
low thefe directions faithfully and implicitly at 
all times and on all occafions, as I {hall find 
needful for your government and guidance in 
the courfe of life, which you have now com- 
menced* 

Recoiled* 
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Recolleft, child, (hat 1 have now lived, 
(blefied be God!) to fee many days; and, ac- 
cording to the computation of man's brief 
pilgrimage, *m ay already account myfelf a man 
foil of years. Old age and experience are the 
parents of wifdom, and I truft it is no vanity 
in .me to prefume I am entitled to fame atten- 
tion on that account, having now for more 
than" thirty years, without intermiflion, fuper* 
intended the fpiritual welfare of this populous 
parifh, and lived in fair repute, not only with 
my own peculiar flock, but let me add, with 
all my neighbours found about* I muft there* 
fore know fomething of life j and I ought to 
kribwti^fbrin this period 1 have looked: it 
through 'and through^— I have ftudibd not only 
books,' bur men and things, and composed 
many differences arid difficulties amongft.my 
contentious brethren, hard and intricate in 
their riature, whereby I have done benefit to 
my fellow-creatures, and acquired the repu- 
tation of much wifdom anddifcretion to my* 
Hf. 

Let me tell you therefore in the .firft place, 
that you ought on no account to have taken 
on yourfelf to reply as you did to your noble 

patron, 
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paobn, : tmjchrag the allowance, which he ge- 
wtamfly vffckcd to yaw from his private purie, 
tiii ftgfciSnio as ihecouid better provide for 
jfauL" Whydid*y»u not apply to me for my 
advice in that particular? I (hould have given 
yaw far different and better coUnfel : know 
you not, rafh young man, that it is both your 
inretcft and your duty . to ref ufe nothing I Can 
yon not; comprehend, impolitic and itiaprtwa? 
dent as yeru are, that if: his nob4c.Lordfl*ij» 
had paid you from his own. pockety k ; mtift a* 
iratfbh: and the hature of things have quick* 
card Jits fpeed to exonerate hiorfelf from the 
kicumbrance of your ftipend ? AivJlwhat^fe 
the xeftilt of this ? what, but a pbde.inibmc 
branch of the revenue, or perhaps the portion 
of a place, equivalent at lead, if not fopcrior^ 
in value to 'the amount of yarn private -|&y ? 
Ah> foaiiih : boy ! tardl may I exclaim frfthtriw 
fAdfygmi* dtdiftiprincipbtm, advmkn$l~~+Rm 
go back to his Lord fcip and humbte' yowrftK* 
hi bis prefence; perad venture he will treat it 
as a firft offence and receive you to his foiv 
grvenefs, in pity of your inexperienced youth 
and weaknefs* Tell him that I accept this 
generous tender with heartfelt gratiOjde and 

devotion i 
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• 

dty&ion * and *heo you have: got it, look 
well to the difpofal of ft* fb as -I may no* be 
called tipon to fupply your :exccoflings» btot 
manage your affairs with; thai cecononay, which 
wiH be. «your beft friend through life* . • 

I am told his Lordfhip's parroitage is pro- 
digious z inform yeurfclf well *of all particu- 
lar, aadt be careful to minute dowh all offices 
aad appointments vfithio htslgifc in a 'private 
feodkiof youfr own, according to- their real: vsu 
lue 1 «at*d perquifijtes, >wkh proper commems 
upon £he< perlons of the refpeftive incumbents* 
vk. as to age, health, infirmities, conne&ians^ 
&e*>ii verbis -wiil be to thee the very nrnnutA of 
wifHtnn, an* this I am weU allured is thtufirif 
praftiqc whhdcpendants in your RmitootywbA 
have any forefight ahd difcret ioru - 

®e aiways ready at the call, nay at the very 
BbtL bfyour ^principal ; (body his looks, fa 1 at 
tttiimricipate, if poffible, his wifhea, bfcforehe 
dnv give Mihfem utterance* Make friends *itt} 
ali that are of ids family or cooiK&lons r none 
are to be negleded by you, not even his do* 
mcftics* for they have much to fay, and matyr 
opportunities to fay it in. " >.< 

Hife/ Lord&ip, J7©u well know,:i« of ,a lofty 

nature* 
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nature* high" in blo6d/rieh in Honors, and re- 
plbte with- power, authority and wealth: his 
hutinotir therefore muft be your law, and irt 
all things yowmuft accord to it ; if yau : thwart 
it, you are undone; if yoti footli it; Your for- 
tune is made, - : * 

- The Cbuntds is fe moft rirfuftft fend amia^ 
ble lady, refpe&able for her private and ddmef- 
tic qualities, but fhe has little influence over 
his noble mfad, and being-altogether detached 
from great affairs^ cart be of little* fervtee 46 
your views, and you will do wifely to -pfopor- 
tioi* your attention to her accordingly. 

It is not fo with the young and beaute<k>$ 
lady Ltniifa, for flie, ars I can witnefe, is r her 
fetter's darling, and has much ' tt> fay .- Let 
your devoirs- ?to this loveljr favorite be ^dedi- 
cated with the moft profound devotion ; hefein 
you will be furthered by your fkill and addreft 
in'rnufic, to which it feems both (he $nd your 
n6bte patron alfo are much devored. 

Let thefe few maxims »fuffice*ifor the pre- 
fent i' they arc however, though few m num- 
ber, well worthy your attention for their im- 
portance. Weigh them thoroughly in your 
thoughts, write them on the tablet of your 

heart* 
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heart* yea, bind them (ia thefpirk of the kcred 
metaphor) as frontlets between, your brows* 
and fail not. to bear in mind, that. \ jam as yotj 
deferve, 

Your friend to ferve you> , 

and your affe&ionate, father> > 

Joseph Arundel* 



{ ( .. . 



i. * 



f» 



LETTER V. . 

Countefs of G. to the Hon. Mrs. Dormer. 

I Am not fure if I told you in rpy laft that 
my Lord copfents to let us remain here for 
the fake of Louifa's recovery j and as thc.fpring 
is ^hffady &> far advanced, we IhaU go no nwf 
to, jDpfwn: this feafon, which I am moft fincerely 
thankfijl fc>ri ajid as Louifa acquiefces wijli 4 
good grace in the meafy re, all is w^ll, and fcere 
we are fixed for the funtmer. 

Pur pew acquaintance has been very agrpe- 
able to us, and really helped us to pafs our 
time rnuch pleafanter than we. could otherwife 
have difpofed x>f it. How much did I ^iih 

for 
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for you to have been 6f our party I for he is 
abfolutely the very beft reader I ever liftened 
to; if I may judge by the fobjed* he fele&ed 
for our hearing, he had fomething more in 
view than merely to entertain us, for nothing 
could be better *ehofen -, and where any explana- 
tion was wanting, he fupplied it in a manner* * 
that made us oftentimes more indebted to the : 
commentator than the author. Ic. is matter ^ 
of aftoniihment to me how fa young a mkn 
can have ftored his mind with fuch a fund of 
learning, and of fo many various forts, for he 
feems matter of all fubjedts that are thrown in : 
bis way :. fajut thefe are matters out of my depths -• 
you would be fully competent to pronounce; 
upon his merit, and to you I muft refer rtv 

We have had no mufic* few he woufcforcver 
pat his violin in order, and' I have now difco- 
vered that it was as Ifuipe&ed, nothing but a 
contrivance to give respite to Louifa* . > ,.:, 

This merniag I took a long walk with him 
round our ornamented farm, whilft Louifa was 
employed in writing to Lady Jane $ from the 
turn of his cOnverfation I could plainly enough 
dtfeover, that hp is not overjoyed by ; the firoa- . 
tien he is thrown into, which feems to hav£ 

been 
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been entirely of his fether's (eeking* and by no 
means the way of life, which he waukihaarc 
made choice of for himfelf. .This I own af- 
fected me very fenfibty, and I could not for* 
bear'grwing him fome hints, which I conceived 
might be u fef ul to him in his future views and 
connexions. He liftened to me very atten- 
tively, and after aifeort frfeace addrefl: himfctf 
to me in- the following words :~ 

I am much beholden to your Ladyfhip far 
die kind advice yon have given me, which I 
fhall not fail to bear in mind ; but I am afraid 
Lord G. will foon repent of the choice he has 
made, for by what you- have been pleafed to* 
hint to me, I perceive there are many mow 
arts and managements neceffary in a fituamon 
of dependance than I am ever likely to learn, 
or having learnt to carry into pra&icei I have h 
that opinion of his LorcUhip's delicacy, that I 
dare fay he iwill never require of me any other 
facrificcs, thin the fpirit of a gentleman ought 
in reafcn to febmit to; but I am not fo fure 
of other people, who may regard even fuch an 
mfignificanc being as I am with an eye of jea- 
loufy i and I am fenfibie I never |hall be poffeft 
of that convenient patience, which can put up 

with 
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with an infult, though it were no otherwise to 
be refented than by the total facrifice of my 
intereft. 

Believe me, Mr. Arundel, I replied, howe- 
ver commendable thefe principles are, yet, as 
the world is now fafhioned, too quick a fenfi- 
bility will involve you in a thoufand troubles, 
and I do fincerely wifh for your fake I was 
pofTeffed of thofe powers of perfuafion, which 
might prevail with you to be upon your guard, 
more efpecially at your outfet into life. But 
I have no fuch powers, and can only offer you 
my good wifhes. 

. At thefe words, turning quickly towards 
me, his countenance animated with the moil 
lively bltiih, I mult be a monfter, exclaimed 
he, if I could ever lofe the memory of this 
gopdnefs, or prove inienfible to the honour 
you confer upon me; and I muft beg your 
Ladyfhip to be afTured that there is no opinion 
can proceed from your lips, which I fhall not 
moft implicitly adhere to, that only excepted, 
which has reference to yourfelf s therein you 
muft permit me very widely to diffent $ and if 
it were not too prefumptuous a requeft to 
make, I fhould account myfelf moft happy 

and 
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and moil honoured, would you fuffer me, iit 
cafe of future difficulty, (provided the affair 
be not unfit for fuch a reference) to throw 
myfelf upon your friendly judgment for ad- 
vice: I blufh to make fo bold a fuit, but in- 
deed I am incapable of abufing your conde- 
fcenfion, and I 'Batter myfelf, if I was allowed 
to think of you as of one, to whom I was to 
bring my conduft to account, I fhould never 
have the heart to do a deed, or even meditate 
a- thought, that might difhonour my pro- 
teftrefs. 

I muft confefs, the eager manner of his utter- 
ance and the unexpe&ed claim he made upon 
my confidence, (which to own the truth was 
fomewhat more fudden than our acquaintance 
warranted, and rather out of form in the manner 
it was introduced) threw me into fome confu- 
fion, and I rather doubt if you will think that I 
deported myfelf altogether as I ought by affent- 
ing to a requeft, which may pofiibly engage me 
further as a party in his fortune and affairs than 
in prudence I fhould have gone ; and indeed, 
confidering how little influence I have over 
any perfon or in any thing, was it not in faft 
a kind of deceit to let him think that fuch a 
Vol. I. C friend 
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friend could be of any ufe to him in life ? If 
there had been the Jeaft degree of forwardnefs, 
the fmalleft fliadow of impertinence: either in 
his look or deportment, I could have drawn 
up, and, however foreign it may be to my na- 
ture to affume the great lady, I fhould in that 
cafe perhaps have takfen it upon me to put him 
at- his diftance \ but in this inftance it would 
have been rank pride and ill-nature* to have 
turned 1 a difcouraging countenance upon a mo- 
deft yx>uth> whofe emotions were fimply.thofe 
of gratitude and refpeft, and I fhould. have 
abhorred myfelf had 1 been capable of attempt- 
ing it. ' 

Thus for the firft time in my life has your 
friend been drawn out of that negative inftg- 
nificance of character, which I have fo long 
ftudied to preferve, and furprifed into an un- 
dertaking* which I am as unfit for as my pupil 
is for a dependant. You will frfiile to think 
of me in the character of a female Mentor, me, 
who fcave no voice in any body's affairs, and 
hardly dare to advife even my own child : as 
for his conne&ion with my Lord, I muft look 
upon that as in. a very precarious light, for, 
unlefs his violin pleads ftrongly in his favor, 

I know 
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1 know no other chance he has tofinil the way 
to his good graces. He will not; flatter, and 
he k foo, proud; to truckle t# the h3i}gers?on, 
that Cwarcaabdut the Great : the firft.icr^pt he 
falls into on that account will completely open 
his eyes as to my want of confequence, and 
fcew him that .hejleans upon- a broken reed, 
far there I can*. afford him no help: the only 
ufe.:I GouW'be onto him is in difficulties, 
which may arife from my own fex, for I fliould 
tell yotf that this young Secretary of our's is 
out of all cosnparifon the lundfomeft young 
mm l;have jsver feen, and very finely formed 
withal ; fo that I conclude he will have embar^ 
raffitteaft JfriOre than enough to ftruggle with 
fronxthat qu$rtev> but itfo happens that upon 
tlie only point* I could ferve him in, delicacy 
muft of courfe prevent him from employing me. 
Poor Arundel! does not your kind heart 
fcelila.pity for him J mine does, and your's 
will no. lefs than mine, when you fee him and 
know hinrit Farewell* 
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LETTER Vf. 

* 

Francis to Dr. Arundel. 

I A M truly concerned to find you difapprove 
of my declining Lord G.\s offer* if any c6n- 
fideration could prevail with me to accept it, 
your commands would ; but if I have hitherto 
obeyed you in all things, I hope youwill par- 
don this my firft tranfgreflion, as I cannot do 
fo great a violence to my nature, as to take 
wages from the hand of a mailer, and fink 
myfelf to the condition of a hired fervant. 

As to the idea of its operating as a quickener 
to provoke him to a more fpeedy provifion 
for me by other means, I confefs it never en- 
tered my thoughts, nor. do I think I fhall ever 
acquire fo politic an attention to my own in- 
tereft, or that any experience will improve me 
in a fpecies of wifdom, which centers fo ex- 
ecutively and individually in myfelf. 

If the burthen that may eventually fall upon 
you, till fome provifion fhall be found for 
me, is amongft the motives, that induce you to 

enjoin 
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enjoin my compliance with the offer in ques- 
tion, I think myfelf fortunate in being able to 
fecure you againft thofe apprehenfions for fomc 
time to come by the very kind and feafonable 
fupply 'which my uncle's bounty has juft fenc 
me, amounting to the fum of two hundred 
pounds ; and I flatter myfelf at the fame tinpe 
the manner in which I (hall hufband this fund> 
will, imprefs, you with no unfavorable opinion 
of my ceconomy. 

The leflbns of humility, which you arc 
pkaied to beftow upon me, I fhall ftrive 
to profit by ; I am alfo fenfible how much my 
ignorance ftands in need of admonition, and 
how well qualified you are to admonifh ; but I 
fhall hope to find Lord G. too noble to demand 
thofe abjeft affiduities, which would degrade 
my character and reflect no honour upon his. 
If I can refpedt him for his virtue, talents and 
integrity, my devotion will go as far as any 
man's ought to go ; but if I find him wanting 
in thefe qualities, I can never payadoration ro 
rank alone, nor flatter power with the fordid 
view of profiting by what I defpife. 

On all occaiions I fhall proportion my 
itfpeft jiccording to the merit rather than 

C 3 importance 
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importance of the perfons I may be concerned 
with; and by this rule, as far as I have 
yet been able to difcover, ,Lady G.'s claim 
will by no means be fo flight and infigni- 
ficant, as you feem to think it. I embrace 
with a devoted heart the tender of your fa • 
therly friendfhip and affe&ion- on the con- 
dition of my deferving it, which I fhall ftudy 
to fulfil by approving myfelf at all times 
and on all occaiions, 

Your moft dutiful 

and moft obedient Son. 



LETTER VII. 

Contain John Arundel to Francis. 

Dear Frank, 

Portfmouth; 

J H A V E got a fmall neft-egg left in the 
hands of my agent, whofe dire&ion you 
will find in the inclofed order; you may crack 
the fhell, my good boy, and make the moft of 
it j if your ftQmach is not very fharp fet, it 

will 
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will help out your mefs, as I make no doubt 
but your commanding officer has (tinted you 
to Ihort allowance. „ 

There is but little ftirring in our way, 
or I would do more for you ; one lucky hit 
they fay will heal many hard blows ; if ever I 
fhould ftumble upon good fortune, you ftiall 
fare the better for it; if not, you muft look out 
for yourfelf, and they tell me you are nqw in 
the track. 

I hope you don't intend to grow a flalhy 
fellow and learn to turn up your nofe at a tar 
jacket ; if that's to be your game, my humble 
fervice to you : but I am fure you are too honeft 
a lad for that; and fo no more at prcfent from 
your loving Uncle, 
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LETTER VIII. . " 

* » ■* 

* * « i 

* Arundel to Captain Jchn Arundel. 

T HAVE received your order for two hun- 
■*• dred pounds at your agent's office, and moft 
•gratefully acknowledge your generofity to mc 
on this and. all occafions. I would, fay much 
more to you on the fubjeft if I dare, but as I 
know you too well ?o venture upon profeflions, 
I fhall only affure you that though you have 
made me rich, you have made me frugal, as I 
ihall icon* to diffipate the earnings of your va-» 
lour in an unbecoming manner. 

I mull own your favor reached me in a 
needful moment, for as I had difobliged my 
father by refufing a ftipend frpm Lord G. 
he had punifhed my pride by revenging him- 
felf upon my pocket > and I find enough to 
diflike in my prefent fituation without the 
aggravation of poverty. 

Alas! my dear uncle, there is fomething in 
my blood, that revolts againft dependance: 
my ancelbors nc /er yet ferved any mafter but 

their 
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their king, and yet my father would have 
humbled me to the mean condition of receiv- 
ing wages from Lord G. but in vain; I would 
fooner have taken the firft honorable grave 
I could find,, than his lord/hip's pay, and 
been the firft Arundel* who fo difgraced the 
name. 

If my wiihes couTd have prevailed I had 
continued at Cambridge, where I was purfuing 
my ftudies with fome little reputation; but if 
that was not to* be allowed of, why was I not 
thrown into the army y where my uncle the Ge- 
neral would have prote&edme, and has been fo 
earneft t&place me I but you well know his offers 
were rejected ia a manner fo difobliging, as to 
occafion fuch a breach between my father and 
the head of our family, that I am peremptorily 
interdicted from paying the common civilities 
of a vifit to Sir Francis, who lives within a 
few doors of Lord G.'s houfe in town, and who 
I dare believe would be too noble to let me 
fed any part of the refentment he has coa- 
ceived againft my father. . 

As for you, my dear uncle, it is now ten 
years ago fince you propofed to enter me 
on your books and educate me under your 

C 5 - own 
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own eye in the fervice, which above all others 
I ihould have preferred and delighted in ; but 
you alfb met a rebuff, and the full half of 
my life has been Ipent in regretting a difap- 
pointment which it is now too late to redeem, 
whilft I have the cutting mortification to fee 
the Yfhole world in arms againft my country, 
and I remain an idle fpe&ator of the glorious 
conteft. • • • 'ti- 

What would I not have given to have flood 
by your fide in your late gallant engagement ! 
my heart burnt within me when I read of your 
beating off a (hip of fo fuperior a force that fbe. 
ought to have blown you out of the water, bad 
not your refolution and addrefs balanced the' 
difproportion of her ftrength. I have the 
fatisfaftion however to hear your conduct ap- 
plauded to the Ikies j every body is loud in 
your praifes, and Lord G. tells me you are 
appointed to a new feventy-fbur, and going 
out upon a feparate cruize with an attending 
frigate. May glory arid fuccefs go with yob t 
Sure I am, the colors which you hoift, will 
never ftrike at your command to the ene- 
mies of your opprefied country. Farewell } 
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LETTER IX. 

* » . • d 

, I . ' -* * * t 

Charles Mortlake to 'Arundel. 

: * / 

Trio, Coil, Cam. 

T Find fince you, my dear Frank, have, left 
us, I am an altered character, and no longer 
worthy any man's acquaintance : I am grown 
insufferably fclftfh and unfcrciai. Is it becaufe 
IJrad no pleafantry, no merit, but what I 
catsgbt from you ? Could not you be contents 
edaaitbreogrofling every public honor,but muft 
yoft ftrip your friends of their little private mo- 
dktamof praife, and cram theirfcraps into your 
wallet ? 1 am difcovered to be a very dull 
fellow, and every body flies me accordingly. 
Perhaps I aai a little unreafonable in expect- 
ing; all the .world to love you as well as I do, 
aa^jhave wearied out their patience with la- 
mentations for the lofs of you. 

,And is the lofs only mine t Is it not your's 
alio?. Alas, alas! I was in hopes I fhouk) 
hav$ had nothing bujt the evil paflton of envy 
.to get over, a little felfifhnefs or ib, to conquer, 

! . C 6 which 
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which I did not abfolutely dcfpair of effecting 
in due time j but if I am to be attacked by 
the generous impulfe of friendfliip; if by the 
fhifting of your fortune from happy xo unhap- 
py, my heart is to endure a like tranfition from 
felfilh to fympathetic feelings, it is more than 
I can encounter : I can never be reconciled to 
my awn lofs, unlefs I could reflect that it was 
tp be your gain. 

Have you taken a fair meafure of your lot 
in life i have you confidered. it in its pofitive, 
in its relative light ? You are a great adept 
in theory, are you any thing of a philofopher 
in pra&ice ? I much doubt it. Are you quite 
fure that dependance is fuch a bugbear ? Is not 
every .man in lbme points, fome periods of his 
time, a dependant ? Do we not ferve a tem- 
porary apprenticefhip to every art, fcience and 
profeffion in life ? Cannot you fubmit to go 
to fchool above once before you are made a 
man of? What have I to look to, that am an 
eleve of the church ? muft not I expe£t to work 
my way through the probationary drudgery of 
a curacy, before I can expeft to lie down in 
the foft lap of beneficed indolence ? and what 
are you gentlemen politicians more than fhe 

reft 
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feft of mankind, that you alone fhould be 
exempted from going through your degrees, 
and ftart up at once doftors and profeflbrs of 
the untaught myfteries of government ? Happy 
infpiration, if it were fo ! miferable people, to 
be governed by upftarts and empirics, if it be 
not fo ! - 

For my part I believe every man's temper 
is mended by dependance, as vice is-oftentimes 
corre&ed by ficknefs. You perhaps will dif- 
pute the point with me, and contend that he 
learns to be mean in Head of humble, to be 
cunning when he ought to be wife : I cannot 
be anfwerable for his miftakes; I cannot help 
a filly fellow's running into bye-ways and 
crooked allies, when the open ftreet lies ftrait 
before his nofe. 

You may remember 1 was a ftiff ami-minify 
terialift before you commenced ftatefman $ I 
have now turned my coat out of compliment 
to you, but it is a compliment that puts no 
great force upon my confcience, for as I could 
never reafon cm either fide the queftion from: 
total ignorance of both, I have only transferred 
my wifhes from one party to the other, with- 
out knowing where the preference lies j and if 

you 
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you have no better advocates than me, your 
caufe will be but lamely defended. .Heaven 
keep our blue gowns and fquare caps from 
the cdtitagioG of politics I 

I am lately become exceedingly fond of our 
phyfic garden, and have commenced .a courfe 
of botanical leftures : thus perhaps, whilft you 
are plucking up the weeds that overrun the 
political region, I (hall be employed upoa.the. 
fame talk in the natural one, and To ; by our 
joint labours the world's unweeded garden in 
time be culled, and the baneful poifons, which 
it now * abounds in, made medicinal, and con- 
verted into antidotes. 

Our mufical parties languilh miferably for 
want of their leader ; and whilft our harmonic 
body is ftarved by your abfence, London, 
which has fpirited you from us, is forfeited 
with repletion ; fo unequally are. • the; good 
things of life diftributcd. ,.-,:, 

I have been up.fince day-break, and the. 
chapel bell now fets m, a fummons, which you 
never failed to obey; how happy I once 
thought myfelf, that I was quartered fo near 
you ! I now pafs your windows with a fighj- 
take a penfive turn or two in the cloifters, and 

then 
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then fit down to a (biitaiy breakfaft, or at beft. 
with fome filent companion from the dead. 
In fuch fociety the brain will befometknes 
fubjed to vapours, and even vifions will arifc 
to delude the, fancy ; fometbing of this fort I 
have lately experienced, but upon fober reflec- 
tion, I find that what feemed at firft the visita- 
tions of the Mufe, turned out in reality, to be 
nothing .more than the effufion* of melancho- 
ly. • Farewell. 



LETTER X. 

Arundel to Charles Mortlake. 

T Write to you from Spring Grove, the 
charming villa of Lord G* about twelve 
mites ffom town, 

I accompanied his Lordfhip on Saturday 
laft, who left me here with the ladies for the 
beft reafon in the world, becaufe he did not 
know what to do with me himfelf, and they 
did; for their good- nature found a thoufand 

innocent 
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innocent nothings to employ me in, and I ve- 
rily believe it is the employment I am fitted 
fcr. I find my genius is exadtty levelled to 
this tranquil ftate of indolence, without any of 
thofe turbulent viciffitudes of pleafure and 
pain, which agitate the current of more impe- 
tuous fpirits. 

I have now experienced, for the firft time in 
my life, that doing nothing is a very different 
thing from having nothing to do : I perceive 
there is in the former not only occupation 
enough for a reafonable man, but an art and 
addrefs in the bufinefs, which the fair fex, 

Whofe trifling pleafes and whom trifles pleafe, 

underftand much better than we do. 

I have rummaged his Lordfliip's library for 
books I never opened before, and made ac- 
quaintance with feveral ingenious eflayifts and" 
even fome novelifts> who have pleafed me not 
a little : thefe gentry, who feem to have been 
in pofiVffion of the fecret of writing made eafy> 
have taught me how to make reading. fo ; hi- 
therto I have been ufed to fit down to the 
work, as a plowman does to his dinner, with 
a craving appetite and a voracious fwallow ; 

reading 
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leading thefe authors is in the vulgar phrafe 
as eafy as cracking nuts ; they fet before you a 
deflcrt of various coiifeftiprts, Which are not 
calculated to appeafe your hunger^ but to 
amufe your palate ; if you think fit to open 
the bauble, vou difcover fome Jittle motto or 
device within, which is feldom worth the trou- 
ble of getting at it, and yet curiofity draws 
us pn fronvone to another : I have turned over 
abundance of fhefe trifters, and have had the 
good luck always to feledt fomething tolerable 
to fill up an evening hour, when we came in 
from our walk. 

It is now five day* fince Lord G. left us, 
and here we have remained without the inter- 
ruption of any one vifitor till a certain perfon 
made his appearance this afternoon, of which 
I fhall give you the particulars by-and-by. 
You will expeft I fhould fay fomething of the 
ladies I have been living with in fo familiar a 
manner, but I am in no humour to undertake 
itj.l cannot think it a fair way of proceeding, 
when I am entertained in a family, to fit down 
deliberately and delineate their perfons and 
char&dlers for the amufement of a correfpon- 
denti or for the filly vanity of being ingenious 

at 
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at their coft. How fhould I know any thing 
of the charafters of thefe ladies in five days ac- 
quaintance ? I abhor fuch impertinent affetta- 
tion, and I like it the lefs for the furfeit I have 
had of defcriptions in my fhort acquaintance 
with the novelifts ; their pourtraits of beauty, 
and their daubings of deformity, are commonly 
fo overcharged as to give me no idea of na- 
ture, and I dare fay, if I was ridiculous enough 
to try my art upon thefe ladies, after a thou- 
fand fine no-meaning flourifhes about the ma- 
tron beauties of the mother and the virgin 
graces of the blooming daughter, you would 
be no better acquainted with one atom of their 
perfons or manners than you are at prefefic 
I fhall only tell you that the world agrees that 
Lady Louifa is very handfome, and without 
having any prejudice for the world's opinions, 
I believe it is pretty certain that in this parti- 
cular the world is right ; as I am much more 
experienced in mufic than in beauty,- I am 
better able to pronounce upon her accom- 
pliftiments as a vocal and inflrumental per- 
former, which without exaggeration are extra- 
ordinary, and if my good word goes for any 
thing, it is po more than I ought to give her, for 

Ihe 
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flie had not half the fame excufe for the many 
fine compliments ihe paid to my fcraping. 

You muft know, Charles, I was not half 
an hour in this young lady's company, before 
I had laid down a rule in my own thoughts, 
by which I mean to govern myfelf in certain 
particulars, which I have no defire to be very 
explicit upon even to you : and yet I muft con- 
dition with you to keep facred from all ears 
and eyes the little that I fay now and for ever, 
of per Ions more efpecially, and even of things: 
a fcribbling tell-tale is a defpicable chara&er, 
and yet I feel as if I could not totally reftrain 
the effufions of my heart, when I correfpond 
with you : if my confidence with you is ever 
violated, I renounce mankind. 

For my own part, I do not know what love 
is 5 I never yet meafured weapons with him, 
and confequently cannot tell whether he is 
really that formidable champion he is faid to 
be : but as for this- young lady we were 
fpeaking of, though flie is my junior in age, 
1 fufpeft (lie is older in experience of a cer- 
tain fort : I fhould fuppofe her to be a per- 
feft miftrefs of her weapons by the way in 
which Ihe manages them, and if a man can 
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parry the attack of her eyes, he will . have 
little to fear from any others : I hope it will 
never be required of me to tell any other girl 
that (he is the moft beautiful creature in the 
world, for if I do, I fhall bdye my own fenles 
moft egregioufly : between Lady Louifa and 
me there is fuch an impafiable gulph, that I 
fhall never be fool-hardy enough to venture 
on it j and thanks be to fortune! it is too 
wide for the range of even her fhot to reach 
me acrofs in She is at prefent a little lan- 
guid or fo, for 1 cannot fay Ihe is adtually ill ; 
but even the languor of a fine lady, and efpe- 
cially of fuch a favorite, is a fufficient fum- 
mons for a confultation of phyficians : they 
have very difintereftiedly prefcribed the air of 
the country arid the fide-faddle, and every 
day . evinces the good fenfe and efficacy of 
their regimen: I have fometimes been ob- 
liged to attend upon her -on her rides, but I 
have oftener avoided it, and prefer to att-acli 
myfelf to Lady G, as the fafer * companion 
of the two : witfi this moft. excellent lady I 
have taken many delightful walks, and am lb 
charmed with her. natural unafliiming cha- 
racter, that I have no reierve in confiding to 

her 
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her all thofe fenfibilities and emotions, which 
my fituation awakens in me ; even my awk- 
wardneifes and apprehenfions have not been 
difguiled from her ; fhe condefcends to them 
with the greateft patience, rebukes me with 
gentlenefs, or fortifies me by encouragement; 
there are vet chants, enough about her to 
give an inexpreffible grace to ev^ry thing fhe 
fays, but it is beauty which interefts without 
enflaming ; it conciliates the affe&ions with- 
out agitating the paflions ; it is Lady Louifa 
herfelf advanced /twenty years forward in life, 
and twenty times more fbft in manner j it is 
her meridian fun declining towards the weft, 

His beams entire \ their fiercenefs loft. 

Having been little ufed to the familiar fociety 
of women, it is almoft incredible . to relate 
what a degree of influence this .elegant friend 
has already over me j fhe is to be my coun- 
fellor and confidante upon all difficult occa- 
fions, and I feel as if I Qould never futfer 
any fpot or ftain to fall upon my adlions, for 
fear they fhould not be delicate enough for 
her infpe&ion. She has been very earned 
with me* to inftruft her in a few of the eafy 

and 
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and moft familiar topics of popular aftro^ 
nomy, and I have been: obliged to i comply 5 
in return, Ihe is teaching me tb play at eliefs, 
but I believe ftie is much more likely to be 
a rival of Sir Ifaac than t am ever to be 
a match for Phillidore, for I can make no- 
thing of it, and if fhe had not all the patience 
in the world fhe would have given fiheiup for 
an incorrigible blockhead before now.^' 

You muft krto* I am fo constituted as 
to revolt frdm every thing 1 that in the leaft 
approaches Howards pedantry, and cannot bear 
the idea of being the academic of the com^ 
pany; I am therefore a little mortified by 
this tafk which Lady G. has impofed upon 
me, and go about it very awkwardly ; nothing 
would ferve but J muft walk out With her 
laft night, after Lady Louifa had retired, to 
fhew her the conftellationis $ I would fain have 
perfuaded her ihe would take cold by the 
night-air, but that fetch would not feve me, 
and I am afraid I did it with an ill grace at 
laft $ I have now more objections againft it 
than what affedt her health only, and- 1 fhall 
not repeat thefe lettures any more : I do not 
think I ajn quite old enough, nor fufficiently 

fage, 
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fage, to expound die iters to the up-caft eye$ 
of a fine woman, and there is fomething ri- 
diculous in my letting up to l?e the Fontenelle 
of Lady G. unkfc X had either the gailantrjr 
of a Freachman, or the Jang-froid of a phi- 
lofopher. 

This afternoon a certain Sir George Re- 
vel propofed himfelf the pleafurc of making 
a vifit to. tbefe ladies ; it is aftonifhing with 
how eafy.aa affurance a young man of fa* 
fliion carries off an impropriety of this fort : 
I do not find he is by any means an intimate 
of : the family i on the contrary I fufpeft his 
acquaintance commenced but a. few days ago 
at >a private ball, where he had the honor of 
dancing with Lady Louifa , but this it fcems 
was in his opinion pretence enough for dif* 
penfihg; with forms, and in the eafy ftile of mo* 
dern breeding he coolly rode vp to the door, 
difmountfcd, and delivered his horfe to his 
groom, little doubting of a welcome. 

For once he was miftaken, and very likely 
this m$iy have been the firft time his vanity 
betrayed him into a falfe conclufion > but Lady 
G. had reconnoitred him at fome diftance, 
and feemed on a fudden fo extremely fluttered 

by 
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by his coming, that I could do no lefs than 
offer myfelf for any meflage fhe thought fit 
to fend him. * This offer fhe accepted, and 
after many apologies defired I would take the 
trouble to make her excufes to Sir George 
Revel for declining the honor of his vifir, 
but that fhe and Lady Louifa faw no com- 
pany at that place in the abfence of Lord G. 

With this commiflion I repaired to the hall, 
where my gentleman was repofing himfelf, 
whilfl: a fervant was employed in wiping off 
the duft from his boots. I addreffed myfelf 
in as civil terms as I could ufe in delivering 
the meflage I was charged with : he looked 
up in my face without ftirring from his chair, 
or moving the hat^from his head, and with 
a fui table air of infolence demanded, who it 
was he was to thank for being the bearer of fo 
.very civil a meffage. 

I told him my name, but for any thanks due 
to me as the bearer of Lady G.'s meflage, 
thofe I informed him had been difcharged by 
the fender, and none were either owing or ex- 
pected from Sir George Revel on this oc- 
cafion. 

Then, Sir, replied he, fince your name is 

Arundel 
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Arundel and I am to underftand you are a 
gendeman, be pleafed to go back to Lady G. 
and tell her fhe has found out a very unfit 
office for a gentleman, and that fhe has done 
me great honor in the mcflfenger, but very 
little in the meflage. 

Stop there, if you pleafe, faid I, my commif- 
fion goes no further than to the delivery 
of Lady G.'s commands; I (hall carry no 
iniilt to a lady, nor receive one myfelf from 
any man. 

Sir, your moft obedieht fervant, anfwered 
he ; if your anger is fo foon roufed upon a very 
natural obfervation, I (hall take leave to fup- 
poije that ray lady's words may not perhaps 
have been quite fq peremptory as your report 
of them* 

.Sir George, I cannot let you take leave 
to fuppofe that I am capable of varying one 
tittle from the truth in any cafe. 

How fo> Sir, when it is generally allowed 
that wits have Ihort memories, and you who 
feem to have the malice of a wit, may very 
well have the memory of one too. 

This retort was rather more than I could 
bear, and thereupon ftepping nearer to him, I 
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•obferved to him in a kind of whifper, that 
ftich converfation was no longer proper for 
the houfe we were in, and that I muft infifl: 
upon his fteppirig out of it with me, where 
I would attend upon Hm to his horfe, and 
take that opportunity of requesting him to 
inform me, where I might have the honor 
of waiting upon him in town to return the 
compliment he had juft now been pleafed to 
pay me. 

He reddened at this fpeech, and without 
deigning to beftow any anfwer flung out of the 
houfe, and called for his horfe: I followed 
him, and before he mounted again defired to 
know where I might call upon him, — What is 
your reafon, Sir, faid he, for demanding to 
know where I am to be met with ? if you want 
any explanation of what I have faid, explain to 
me in the firft place who and what you are, and 
fatisfy me that you are qualified as a gentle- 
man of birth and independance to call any 
words of mine into queftion ; till that is done, 
I (hall hold the bearer of fuch a meflage as I 
have here received in juft fufpicion ; and ex- 
cufe my vanity if I obferve to you, Mr. Arun- 
del, that you muft be very young indeed in the 

world 
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world not to know where Sir George Revel is 
to be met with ; but as I leave no tickets of 
my abode with people, whom I don't know and 
who don't know me, you may make your en- 
quiries of my fervant here, or afk the waiters at 
the St. James's Coffee-houfe, where I may chance 
to be, as 1 have a palace guard to-morrow. 

Part of this proud fpeech was delivered from 
his horfe's back, and I had only time to tell 
him he (hould hear from me, when he wheeled 
about and fet off upon the lpur. I then re- 
turned into the houfe and made a fliort report 
to Lady G. of Sir George Revel's departure 
without any comment whatever vpon his be- 
havior to me. 

Lady Louifa, who had not been prefent 
when I received her mother's mefiage,.was 
now fitting with her, and took very little 
notice of what had paffed with relpeft to Sir 
George's vifit, fimply obferving that Mr. 
Arundel had had a very troublefome office; 
Ihe fate in a very thoughtful mood for fbme 
time, and now and then turned her eyes upon 
me with a look that I cannot pretend to inter- 
pret, but am not without fome apprehenfion 
there might be a degree of difappoinjment in 
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it, and perhaps fome little portion of dif- 
pleafure againft me for difmifling Sir George ; 
though if it was fa, it was politely concealed, 
ibr, to fay the troth, it wa$ 

A countenance more infirrow than in anger. 

It was not long before (he retired to her cham- 
ber complaining of the head-ach, and as flic 
chofe to be alone, Lady G, and I were left to- 
gether ; flie prefled me to relate the particulars 
of what paflcrd between Sir George and me, 
;and feemed-very uneafy left fomething unplca- 
fant had occurred, reproaching herfclf fox hav- 
ing inadvertently accepted of my offer to take 
•her meflage^ you can readily believe I omitted 
nothing to quiet her alarms, and (he conclud- 
ed by faying — How could I be fo iqdifcreet to 
(end you to that infolent, quarrelfome young 
irian, who is the terror of all companies, and 
-whofe vaft fortune buoys him up in all manner 
of outrages againft decency and good manners i 
if any thing enfues to your harm I fhall never 
forgive myfelf; believe me, Mr. Aj-uiidel, 
when I affure you that I (hould never enjoy 
another peaceful moment, if I was to turq his 
fword upon your life, 

I was 
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I was juft going to feal this letter, when 
I recollected that it may not be aroife to pofi> 
pone it till to-morrow, when I fliall mdft pro- 
bably tack a codicil to it from London, where 
I purpofe to return Sir. George's vifit and 
flip away before thefe ladies are ftirring. 

Farewell. 



London. 

I add a few words to my yefterday's letter to 
affure you the affair is fettled with this filly 
fellow, and all well : you fhall hear from me 
agaia very fhortly. 



LETTER XL 

{ C$mtefs of G. to the Hon. Mrs. Dormer. 

* r 

i 

TWRITE to you under the greateft agony 
A of mind. An affair has happened between 
young Arundel and that wretch Sir George 
Revel, which 1 improvidently gave occafion to. 
I cannot fend you particulars, for mv mind is 
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too much diftrcffed to enlarge upon the fubje&. 
Mr. Arundel is wounded; whether dangeroufly 
or not is more than I know, for though my Lord 
writes word it is only a flight fcratch, I am far 
from certain that he does not conceal the truth 
from me, as my fervant Davifon, who faw the 
poor young man and Ipoke to him, tells me he 
was all over blood and very faint : ftill he had 
the generous confideration for my eafe to bid 
Davifon aflure me that his wound was no- 
thing, and that he defired I would be under no 
alarm on his account, for that he fhould be 
tvich me in a day or two, if Lord G. would 
give him leave. 

Now even this does not quiet my fears, and 
I muft entreat of you to call upon my Lord 
and inform yourfclf of the truth, which I defire 
you will not difguife from me, but ftate the 
cafe without foftening any one particular. I 
would have afked my Lord's permiflion to 
come to town myfelf, but that is become im- 
poffible, as I am now for the firft time ferioufty 
alarmed for Louifa, who is confined to her 
chamber, and fo very low that I dare not leave 
her even for an hour in the day. We have 
carefully concealed from her this terrible 
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fracas, for to confers to you the whole fbrrows 
of my heart, I am not without my fears, that 
ttas deteftable Sir George Revel is not indif- 
ferent ta her, and that the great- depreflion of 
fpirits (he is under is more the confequence 
of difappointment, than diftemper* 

Alas ! my worthy friend, fhoold thefe fulpi- 
cions be founded what a deplorable attach- 
ment has (he made, and what an unfortunate 
mother am 1 1 

Lofc no time, I befeech you, in giving me 
correct intelligence of Mr. Arundel's real fitu* 
ation i when you hear the ftory you will not 
wonder at my anxiety, for how can I avoid 
feeling for one, whofe Offerings I am the 
caufe of ? Farewell* 
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LETTER XII. 



\ • , ' * 



Hon. Mrs. Vomtr to the Countefs of G. 

T HAVE obeyed the commands of my dear 
*■*■ Lady G. and have the happinefs to aflSare 
ybu of Mr. Arundel's fafety from the vfcry l#ft 
authority, 

I called in Grolvenor-lquare this morning 
at an early hour, hoping to find your Lord at 
leifure ta fee me: he "was fo obliging a* to-let 
me in, arid I had a few minutes convefrfttibh 
-with him; he was very quick in difcovefing 
that I had been fent upon enquiries by you, and 
faid, that, though he knew I was a fpy, he 
fhould treat me as an honorable one, and give 
me all the information I was li> fearGh of: he 
then briefly ftated the particulars of Mr: Attfti- 
del's rencontre with Sir George, which/though 
I fufpeft his Lordfhip to have fbftened in his 
relation of it, feems to have been a very brutal 
and icandalous affair at the bed. 

I am forry to obferve to you that Lord G. 
difapproves of your meffage to Sir George, 

and 
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and thinks he ought to have been admitted ; I 
hold it right to give you this hint, that you may 
not be taken by furprife, if he Ihould happen 
to launch out, as he is too apt to do, when any 
thing occurs to thwart his wiflhes. 

He cannot in his real opinion find fault 
with the prudence of your proceeding, nay he 
mull think it highly becoming; but I am afraid 
his eyes are wilfully fhut againft the glaring 
impropriety of Sir George Revel's vifit by 
confiderations that do him no honor in my 
opinion: it is clear to me that his Lordftiip 
would have no objeftion to a propofal from 
that quarter; the politics of Sir George at 
prefent are hoftile to adminiftration, and his 
parliamentary influence, as you muft have 
heard, is very confiderable, fo indeed is his 
property; the man in fhort has every re- 
commendation to a father, who wiflies to 
make a match of intereft, and form and 
faihion enough about him at the fame time 
to catch the attention of any young lady, who 
chufes her lover by the eye; fuch I fhould 
hope will never be the choice pf my dear 
Lady Louifa; furely (he will never be the 
dupe of outward appearances, nor fubmit her- 
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felf to be facrificed to ambition and the love 
of riches. Her beamy) rank and fortune 
leave: her without any plea for precipitation in 
the affair of marriage, and though her youth 
and extreme fufceptibility may feem to lay 
her open to danger, yet fhe has a kind and 
faithful friend for ever at her car, whofe mater* 
nal vigilance will guard her from furprife. 

When Lord G. had given me a fhort ac- 
count of the affair with Sir George Revel and 
made his own obfervations upon it, he called 
a fervant and fent him up to Mr. Arundel to 
know if it would be convenient to him to re- 
ceive a vifit from a friend of Lady G.'s, offer- 
ing at the fame time to accompany me to his 
apartment. I rather (tared at the propofal, 
but when the fervant returned with an anfwer 
from the wounded man, that he was ready 
to receive the honor we defigned him and 
when my Lord feemed to make a point of my 
going with him, I no longer hefitated about 
the matter, but fuffered him to introduce me 
to Mr. Arundel, who had juft been drefled by 
Iris furgeon and was lying on a couch. 

After a few flight enquiries my Lord dipt 
out of the room without my obferving him^ 

whilft 
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whilft I was in difcourfe with the iurgeon, who 
was defiring me to affurc your Ladyship that 
las patient was in no manner of danger and 
would fbon be well. I then availed iwyfdf of 
the privilege of an old woman by entering into 
converfation with Mr. Arundel, and I muft 
take the fame privilege for telling you that 
I never yet in my experience few the pcrfbo, 
male or female, old or young, who impreffed 
my heart with fo ftrong and lb favorable a pre* 
poffeffion, as this amiable protege of your Lady- 
(hip's. 1 recoiled in one of your letters that 
you fay in a kind of parenthefis that he is 
a fine young man, whereas if 1 was to defcribe 
him to you it muft be as a model of perfection: 
for my part I am no dealer in defcriptions, be- 
caufe I think they never defcribe any perfon 
or any thing, but yet I pretend to be. a better 
judge of human beauty than all the younger 
and more empaffioned beholders of it can be, 
becaufe I can now contemplate it with a moft 
pbilofophical eye in perfect tranquillity of foul j 
I can look at Arundel as an artift at the 
ftatue of Antinous \ I am glad I did not think 
of the dying gUdiator, for that comparifon 
might have appeared ominous, efpecially as his 
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wound is defcribed to me as being in the felf- 
fame place ; but I underftand it to be a glance 
with the edge of a cutting fword and not a ftab 
with the point. 

I thought it neceflary to tell him as an ex* 
cufe for my vifit, that I came at your rcqueft 
to inform myfelf truly and exaftly of the ftate 
of his wound, on which account you were under 
much uncertainty and alarm, but I flatter my- 
felf, added I, that I can now fet her. mind, at 
reft in that particular, and I hope you will 
commiffion me to tell her at the fame time 
that there are no other confequences to be ap- 
prehended from the difference with Sir George 
Revel. 

I confefs this was going a little too far, and 
perhaps he thought fb, for he parried my cu- 
riofity in a way, that feemed to indicate he 
was not very well pleafed with it, telling me, 
that if I thought it worth my while to write 
upon fo trifling a fubje £t as his difference with. 
Sir George Revel, he hoped I would not mag- 
nify it into any thing, that could give you un- 
eafinefs, or reprefent it otherwise than as a 
thing not worth a fecond thought of your's. 
I have had the honor, added he, to enjoy 
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a few days only of Lady G.'s focicty, but in 
thoie few have received fo many marks of her 
condefcenfion and kindnefe, that nothing will 
ever deter me from obeying her commands* 
and aliening the delicacy of her behavior in 
the affair you allude to, in the face of any man 
who dares to arraign it. 

This was fo palpable an evafion of nay. en-, 
quiry that I could not venture upon preffing; 
it, any . further, and now a vifitor being an- 
nounced I was obliged to cut fhort my vifk 
and take leave. Farewell 1 

*■»— — — tmm mm ii * 



LETTER XIII. 

Arundel to Charles Mortlakc. 



D KING now more at eafe^ than when I wrote 
the Ihort pqftfeript to my laft letter, I {hall 
fatisfy your curiofity as to my fracas with Sir 
George Revel, which has made fome noife, 
and cannot fail to reach your ears, as the pub- 
lic prints have got hold of it and are circulat- 
ing 
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ing a very lame and erroneous account of a 
tranfaftion, which is even worfe than they de- 
fcribe it, 

I left Spring Grove in the morning before 
the family were ftirring, and repaired to the 
CofFee-houfe, where Sir George informed me 
he was to be found : I recolle&ed he faid he 
was to be upon guard, and therefore deter- 
mined not to go armed to the meeting, as I 
knew his hands were, or at leaft ought to be* 
tied up by the duty he was upon : as the occa* 
lion of our difference was of fo delicate a ma- 
ture, I thought it bed to go alone, and indeed 
if I had been difpofed to take a friend with 
me, I had none to apply to. Having put up 
my horfe in the Haymarket I walked directly 
to the CofFee-houfe, and enquiring for Sir 
George, fent in my name and defired to fpeak 
with him in a private room: here I ftaid a 
confiderable time before the waiter returned 
and reported to me, that Sir George Revel 
was at breakfaft in the public room, and bade 
him tell me if I had any thing to fay to him, 
I might fay it there; it did not fuit bim to 
come out. 

As 1 was very unwilling to come to an ex- 
planation 
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planation with fo uncivil a man in a public 
Coffecroom, where it was to be apprehended 
certain names would be ufed, that I was deter- 
mined fhould not get out if I could avoid it, 
I wrote him a fhort note, entreating him for 
obvious reafons to let me fee him in private, 
affuring him that I was no otherwile equipt 
than in my riding-drels, unprovided with any 
means, android of any wifh to provoke him 
to a hoftile difcufiion, the impropriety of which 
I was perfeftly apprifcd of at the prefent mo- 
ment, as I knew he was upon guard and un- 
derftood the delicacy of his fituation. 

This note was carried to him and anfwer 
brought back that he knew nothing of the 
writer, and fhould enter into no correfpon- 
dengc with me ; I might come in or not as I 
faw fit. The matter of the Coffee-room now 
came to me, and defired I would not make 
his houfc the fee ne of any further altercation. 
I felt the juftice of this requifition, and affur- 
ing him I would not, peaceably walked out : 
ftill I kept my Ration before the d6oi*, expeft- 
ing when this warrior would bolt, nor was it 
long before he made his appearance, leaning 
on the arms of two officers in their foil uni* 
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•form, between whom he had entrenched him- 
felf. 

I immediately accofted him, taking off my 
hat at the fame time and defiring he would 
indulge me with a few minutes private con- 
verfation. 

I will indulge you, Sir, with no private 
converfation, cried he, till I am better certified 
of your pretentions to converfe with me at all: 
thefe gentlemen are my friends, and in their 
hearing you muft fpeak, if you have any thing 
to fay to me. 

Sir George Revel, you have no right to 
queftion my pretenfions, recollecting as you 
muft do in what family we met, when you 
thought fit to put an affront upon me* 

Then go back to your Lord, and if you are 
in his fervice, let your matter certify for you, 
I (hall pay no more regard to what my Lady 
fays in your behalf, than I do to the affronting 
meffage, which you brought me on her's. 1 

He had now turned the corner of Saint 
James's Place, when ftepping round and pre- 
fenting myfelf in front, as he (till kept walking 
on, I brought him and his party to a flop on 
the foot pavement* Harkye, Sir, faid I, this 

language 
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language makes all further explanation need- 
lefs; if you do not inftantly name a place of 
meeting, where 1 may. have iatisfa&km for this 
iftfalt,- as fopn as your guard is over, I will 
proteft you for a coward to all the world. 

Coward ! exclaimed he, and inftandy draw- 
ing his fword made a ftroke at me with great 
violence, which paffing between my arm and 
ffiyi body > opened my fide with the blade, and 
beaciue on one* knee to the ground; his exe- 
crations were horrid, and his paflion fo enflam- 
ed, that' if his brother officers had not caught 
hold of his arm, I am perfuaded he would have 
followed .his blow, which in the pofture I then 
was would probably have been fatal: my 
wound bled profufely, and a fudden faintnefs 
came over me, when fortunately an eminent 
furgeon took me into his houfe, clofe to which 
thzraeddent happened : a crowd of people in- 
ftandy collc&ed, ahd the word being parted 
atnongfc them, that an unarmed man had been 
cut down by an officer upon guard, it was 
with fome difficulty Sir George and his com- 
panions got into the fame houfe with me. 

I believe the affaffin began now to be very 
thoroughly alarmed, but I faw nothing of him, 

whilft 
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whilft the furgeon was ufing means to (launch 
the bleeding; as foon as he aflured me it was 
not mortal, which from my own infpe&ion I 
was fufficiendy perfuaded of, I defired to fpeak 
with the officers, who were in company with 
Sir George and witnefies of the tranfa&ion. 

I have reafon to believe they are both men 
of ftrift honor and humanity, and fliall always 
be forward to render juftice to their behavior 
and cxpreffions on the occafion : they lament- 
ed, that it had not been in their power to ftop 
the perpetration of fo bafe a deed; that they 
were both as much taken by furprife as I my* 
felf tf as s that as it was their unlucky chance 
to be prefent at the fcene, it would be their 
unpleafant tafk to report the proceeding faith- 
fully as it pafled, and they feared it muft be 
fuch a report as would for ever blaft the repu- 
tation of Sir George Revel, whom they could 
no longer confider as a brother of the corps. ' 

I told them it was. my earned wHh this 
might be prevented, and that the redrefs I 
looked for from Sir George lhould affedk his 
perfon only, not his 'profeffiom I could nor 
pretend to fay what the rules of their corps 
might require, but if any faving could be 

made 



ARUNDEL* 67 

made of his character, without prejudice to 
mine, I was content to give him a chance 
for preferving the name of a gentleman, if it 
were for no other reafon than that he might 
(till be worthy to render fatisfadtion to a gen- 
tleman. 

The furgeon now interpofing, I was forbid- 
den to converfe with them any longer, and 
having told them where I was jo be found, 
they left me with every cordial wifli for my 
fpeedy recovery, and in truth they could not 
have left me in any hands more likely to co- 
operate with thofe wifhes* 

And now, my deareft Charles, as I full well 
know your ardent foul has wings to carry yoo 
to the affiftance of a friend, I muft condition 
with you in the moft ferious manner to abide 
where you are : if my life was in danger, you 
are of all men on earth he in whofe prefence 
there would be moft comfort, and in whofe 
friendly arms I could with moft ferenity refign 
my breath; but there is no danger in my cafe: 
as for what muft follow with regard to my af- 
faflin, it is not in your line to help me, and 
you are the laft perfon I lhould wifh to con- 
verfe with on fuch a fubjeft, whilft it hangs in 

fufpenfe. 
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fufpenfe. I conjure you, therefore, as you 
value my repofe, not to ftir a ftep towards me, 
but as much as poffible ta preferve that calm 
ferenity of foul, that diffufes peace on all who 
approach you, and makes a fphere of happinefe 
around you, of which your glowing and bene- 
volent heart is the center. Beware how you 
fix your thoughts too anxioufly upon one, wKo 
is. entering upon a turbulent and unquiet 
world ! The votary of religion fhould not too 
clofely attach, himfclf 10 the dependant on for- 
tune : our harmony was uninterrupted whilfl: 
we lived together; from our childhood w« 
have been infeparable $ I am taken away and 
you are left $ hard indeed would be your, con- 
dition, were your fympathetic heart ftill to 
take a (hare in all the tumults and turmoils, 
that I perhaps am doomed to meet. Deaf 
Charles, if it be poffible think of me only in thole 
tranquil hours, that will give you pleafure ta 
reflect upon; and if the ftory of my life fhall 
prove a tragic one, proceed no further than to 
the opening fcenes of the drama, and drop the 
curtain of oblivion over the cataftrophe. 

Your temper was the model that I ftudied, 
yet I could never bring my paffions to fo mild 
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ARUNDEL. 69 

a quality as your'sj ftill your example, your 
fbciety, your interchange of foul foftened and 
meliorated my imperfedt nature : that charm*- 
mg, dream is now diflblved; the band is bro- 
ken that tied down my paflions, and I am let 
loofe upon the world with all my feelings and 
with all my faults. If the fword of Sir George 
Revel, when it (truck at my heart, had been 
permitted to reach it, perhaps it might have 
cut but of the catalogue many a difgraceful 
item, which your generous friendfhip may 
hereafter blufh to read. 

I confefs to you I feel myfelf at this mo- 
ment in an exigency, where I want the advice 
of a friend well pra&ifed in the rules of honor, 
and yet I have none fuch at hand to refort to. 
My uncle John, the hero of our name, is not 
within reach, and the brave old General, Sir 
Francis, is not amicus curia-, at leaft I dare 
not confider him as fuch, for my father — Alas 
for me! in the very Tadnefs of my foul I utter 
it — my father has difgraced himfelf with me 
for ever : oh Charles ! fuch a letter, fuch lef- 
fons of ferviiity, fuch fyftematic meannefs !— 
but let this fecret die with you. Where be 

found it, bow tame by it y and what Jiuff it is 
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made of, I know not* but (o it has come to 
pafs that in the feries of a family coaeval with 
the monarchy, fo noted for a high patrician 
fpirit as the ArundeU have been, there is one 
link in the chain found of bafer metal than 
the reft, and out of that I am tempered — woe 
forme, if you, my gallant uncles, have not 
communicated fome of your blood 1 You 
have -, I feel it in my veins. FarewelL 



LETTER XIV. 



Arundel to Mortlake. 



r\ NE of the officers, who was prefent when 
I received my wound; has been here and 
informs me that Sir George Revel has given 
in his commiflion, and it is thought he will be 
allowed to refign ; this he did to ftop the en* 
quiries that muft elfe have been made into his 
behavior, and particularly as the tranfa&ion 
pafled upon guard, confequences might have 
been ferious to him. This young officer, who 

is 
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is married to one of the mod lovely and ac- 
complished women of the age, feems a very 
honorable and amiable character; he fpoke 
of my affair with all the juft abhorrence that 
belongs to it $ he wifhed to know what I had 
written to Sir George in the note I fent into 
the Coffee-room, and when I repeated the 
contents, which I have tranfcribed in my yef- 
terday's letter to you, he obferved that fuch a 
conciliating meffage was a heinous aggrava- 
tion of the aft, which followed it ; that he had 
been publickly called upon by his brother offi- 
cers to ftate all the proceedings, but that he 
had hitherto declined entering into particulars, 
till he had converfed with me and was ap- 
prifed not only of my prefent wiflies but like- 
wife of my future purpofes. 

I did not hefitate to reply, that my future 
purpofes could be fuch only as were neceffary 
for a man of honor to take, and which I pre- 
fumed need not be pointed out to him. 

He then faid that he felt himfelf bound in 
honor to convince me that he was no affeffor 
of Sir George's in fo fcandalous an affair ; 
and therefore though he felt a repugnance 
againft urging any man to an ad of refent- 
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ment, and had always made it his ftudy te 
keep out of perfonal affairs, yet if I was not 
better provided and thought fit to accept his 
ferviees for obtaining fatisfaction pf the aggref- 
for, either in a peaceable manner, if that could 
be done, or by the laft extremity, if it could 
not, he was heart and hand at my fervice, 
adding that he owned he Ihould not be forry 
to mark to the world his abhorrence of fuch 
fcandalous' proceedings, which had roufed the 
refelitment of the whole Corps* and his mpre 
immediately as a party prefent :— in what he 
had now faid, he fpoke the fenfe alfo pf the 
other officer, who was in the like. misfortune 
with himfelf* 

The modeft unaffe&ed air with which he 
delivered himfelf, and the genuine glow of 
fenfibility and true courage which fhewed it- 
fclf in his countenance* whilft he addrefled 
himfelf to me, won my heart upon the inftant 
and henceforth I honor him as my friend ; — 
but I will never confent to his propofal, nor 
will I rack the feelings of a beloved wife, by 
expofing her hufband to. danger ; I accordingly 
declined the honor he did me, and I hope in 
a manner that exprefied my fenfe of his gpne- 
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rofity without wpunding it, alluring him at the 
fame time that I fhould take the moft public 
and explicit means of clearing his conduft and 
that of his brother officer from all poffibility 
of mifconftru&ion. 

He faid he did not expedfc Sir George Re- 
vel would make any conceflions or offer at 
atonement ; that he was a man of a ferocious, 
haughty fpirit, elated with the influence which 
an overgrown eftate gave him, and pluming 
himfelf on his extraordinary (kill and addrcfs 
in the fcience of the fword : he had heard him 
talk very laviftily of Lady Louifa's charms, 
and throw out very broad hints as if he was 
fecure of being favorably received by her: 
Lady G. was his averfion, but as his parlia- 
mentary weight was confiderable, (having two 
boroughs under his command) he made little 
doubt of his propofals being acceptable to the 
father of the young lady, who knew the import- 
ance of his fupport and the turn which fuch 
an alliance would give to his politics. In fine, 
this friendly officer advifed me, if the affair 
muft come to a hoftile iffue, to draw him out 
upon foreign ground, and fecure mylelf from 
confequences that might under certain cir- 
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cumftances throw me into a very dangerous 
predicament. 

With this caution he left me, and I need 
nor tell you that we parted with many ac- 
knowledgments on my fide and repeated good 
wifhes on his. 

I told you in my laft that I had not ven- 
tured upon reforting to my uncle Sir Francis 
Arundel, nor did I prefume upon the liberty 
of writing a line to him in confequence of my 
prefent fituation ; even his perfon was not 
known to me, for I believe I had never feen 
him fince I was fix years old. 

Judge what my furprife muft have been 
when a fervant announcing him by name, ufh- 
ered in a majeftic martial figure in the uniform 
of a General : I rofe with fome difficulty from 
my couch, and as he tendered me his hand, 
prefled it refpe&fully to my lips:— Child, child ! 
cried he, return to your couch ; confult your 
fituation, and when you are recovered from 
the furprife of this unexpe&ed meeting, I will 
fpeak to you. He led me bade by the hand, 
aflifted in arranging my pofture, and then with 
great ftate and deliberation feated himfelf at 
foftle diftance in a chair. After a fhort filence 

I began 
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I began to attempt at exprefllng my fcnfe of 
the honor and kindnefs he conferred upon 
me. — Why yes. Nephew, cried he, methinks 
it is fomething more than your negleft of me 
defervedj but I am willing to afcribe it to 
your diffidence, nay, I can well fuppofe you 
afted under influence of your father's foolilh 
counfel, from whom I have long fince and for 
ever withdrawn my countenance and protec- 
tion. But, Sir, you are now to know that 
Francis Arundel will fupport the honor of 
his name, though it defcends upon the fon of a 
brother he has renounced, I have beeen told 
of your affair •, I fee you are wounded, and lb 
far the faft is verified : report gives it forth 
that you was unarmed, and the aft, if that be 
fo, was the aft of an aflaflin. How (lands the 
truth, Sir ? let me hear it from your own lips; 
and recolleft yourfelf, do you mind me, call 
to mind before whom you fpeak, and do not 
difguife or qualify your conduft in the mi- 
nuted particular. 

With this injunction I immediately com- 
plied, by 'giving him a circumftantial detail of 
the whole tranfa&ion from fifft to laft, which 
he heard throughout with the greateft atten- 
tion # 
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When I had concluded, he delivered himfelf 
as follows:— Nephew Francis, you have been 
very ill ufed, and at the fame time I fee 
nothing irf your conduft to difapprove of; on 
the contrary you feem to have deported your- 
felf, fo far as your account goes, as becomes a 
man of honor : What have you now refolved 
upon as your next ftep ? • . 

I then opened to him what my purpofe- was, 
which I told him I fiibmitted to his better 
judgment, and Ihould gladly be dire&ed by 
him in any fteps he would recommend, who fo 
well knew what honor required and what was 
due to the dignity of a name and family, which 
I hoped I was not born ever to difgrace. 

Whilft I was uttering thefe words his coun- 
tenance brightened with joy, and ftarting up 
from his chair, he exclaimed with an bath, 
that I was a boy after his own heart) and if -I 
was not wounded he would hug ! me ' in his 
arms: that it was not for his age and rank* in 
the army to turn out againft fuch a wbipfter as 
Sir George Revel, neither would it become fo 
near a relation as an uncle to go into the field 
*■ * with, his own nephew \ but I ihould not want a 
' fecond, a gallant fellow, one of itiy own age, 
and aa it was a family affair one of my own 

name 



ARUNDEL. 77 

name and kindred— in (hort he fhould intro- 
duce his fon to me in that capacity, who was 
captain of a troop of light horfe, and noyr 
luckily at leifyre for fuch an expedition. We 
ihall then fee if this cowardly afiafiin fhall 
efcape unpunifhed for his infult. In the mean 
time, my brave lad, take care of yourfelf, and 
get your fkin whole as fail as you can. 

/So laying he got up, as if to depart, but 

iteming to recoiled: himfelf— Harkye, Frank, 

fays he, I had like td have forgot part of my 

errand— Perhaps you are unfurnilhed for this 

*job,#nd I fuppofe.you are not too proud to 

accept; £ prefent from your uncle. 

On th&. contrary, I replied, I fhall be juftly 
proud of any favor you are pleafcd to fhew me, 
but in point of money I am provided by the 
bounty of my uncle John. 

l$Qt matter for that, faid he, a few hundreds 
yiUcnqt.oyerburthen you, norimpoverifh me; 
bfffi^es you have ftcpt into a new< fituation 
tw# 9: ondi though I think we have forne claim 
uppn Lord G. fpr the fupport I and my fon 
feave. always given him in parliament I fhall 
m*chvfc> that yfcqr &ppearaace«in ; bis family 
^mll/besthaCcof a needy, dependants here, my 
' E-3 . • '. :K ^ •- boy, 
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boy, take this (throwing down three bank notes 
of a hundred each) as an earneft of my good- 
will j do yourfelf juftice and you fhall never 
want a friend, whilft you and I are alive. 
. With thefe words he haftened out of the 
room, and was gone before I could make reply 
or raife myfelf from my couch to pay him the 
refpedt that was due to him. 

And now, my dear Charles, I have been re- 
peating to you a converfation, which in tender- 
nefs to your friendly feelings I ihould not have 
done, had it not been contrafted by one, which 
followed it in fo oppofite ftile, that you rpajr 
very well expedk a more peaceable termination 
of this affair, than the preceding intelligence 
feems to threaten. 

Lord G. has juft been with me, to fay that 
at Sir George Revel's requeft he had an inter- 
view with him early this morning, in which he 
had debated the circumftances which gave the 
firft occafion to our quarrel j and though he 
jmuft acknowledge my delicacy in not ipeaking 
of them to him, and held himfelf obliged to me 
for my attention to Lady G.'s defires, yet he 
fhould have been exceedingly glad that no 
fuch rebuff had been given on her part to Sir 
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George's vifit, who, though he may not be 
altogether fo agreeable to her Ladyfhip, would 
perhaps have been no unwelcome vifitor to 
others of his family -, at all eyents it feemed 
contrary to good policy as well as good man- 
ners to put any affront upoa a perfon of his 
great fortune, influence and conne&ions: as 
for. his affault upon me, it v/as an aft of 
violence, which though committed under a 
fudden impulfe of paffion, nothing could 
Juftify ; Sir George himfelf did not attempt to 
juftify it, yet he thought it would admit of 
fome allowances, for where was the man of 
fpirit, who could endure to hear himfelf called 
coward, and yet keep his fword in the fcab- 
bard ? That he had already fliewn his difpofi- 
tion towards atonement, by putting himfelf 
out of his profeffion, and it was now with his 
Lordfhip to fay what elfe ihould be* done 
towards the party aggrieved. 

Here I was about to make reply, when his 
Lordfhip flopt me by refuming his difcourfe 
in thfc words which follow :- — When I ftate to 
you, that Sir George was willing to refer him- 
felf to me as a mediator, 1 fhould not difguife 
from you that it was implied conditionally, in 
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cafe I fhould take up his caufe upon the firft 
"grounds of the quarrel, by giving my fan&ion 
to the pretentions, which carried hirn to my 
koufe. You will readily understand where 
this points. 

Now, though 1 don't pretend to decide 
upon my daughter's inclinations, I am free to 
fay that no father, be his ambition what it may, 
can object to the fortune, rank or family of Sir 
George Revel. His eftate I know to be a vaft 
one, and he muft have been left exceeding rich 
in ready money. He has two boroughs, which 
are abfolutdy his own, and reprefents the 
county he lives in ; fo that his parliamfentary 
influence, which has hitherto gone againft us, is 
no fmall objeft, as you muft confefs : in fliort 
he is a match for the firft lady in the kingdom. 
1 am candid with you therefore in faying, that 
if your matter can be accommodated, ' I ean 
have no hefitation in ufing my influence over 
Lady Louifa in Sir George's favor : upon ffiis 
condition he is willing to come to terms with 
you, and fubmits the mediation to me ; I will 
never fuppofe you ate fo little the friend of fine 
and my -family, or by nature arid principle fo 
devoted to defperate and refentful meafures, 

as 



A R UNDEL, Si 

as to withflknd b« proper and gentlemanly 
atonement, when you may be aflured I will 
never coitfent to any thing that fhall put a 
fflrce xypon ypur feelings, or leave a (lain upon 
yqur honor. You fee, Mr. Arundel, how con- 
fidentially I deal with you in this affair ; you 
fee where my.intereft, political as well as do- 
meftic, points, and it is now in your power by 
faciikating an accommodation, not only to fave 

* ' # ...» 

; jo^felf from almoft inevitable deftruftion, but 
r;to. eft^blifh fuch a merit with tne as will render 

rae your effe&ual friend for life. 

There is no occafion to tell you all my 
? 4pfyfr to this, you fee enough of Lord G.'s 
vftUhcfctp. conclude that every thing will be 
? d?n& on his part to terminate this affair amica- 

ty& -and you know enough of me to believe 

that 1 am opt of a refentful and bloody difpo- 
rfj&fcionri and would it not be a lavage ad in me 
n {9 tylaft tfrehappinefs of fo lovely a creature as 
r J^dy )f Lattiia by facrificing her lover and the 

ma$^h? loves to.my vengeance ? You will alfo 
, ftcolle&JLady G/s words, when ihe declared 

her ) terror s, about the confequences that might 
^nfoe * «? (he (hould never tafte another peace- 
;. c Si\d,momeiU inhher life.'V- Can I deflxoy the 
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peace of the beft of human beings? You arc 
fare I cannot— fet your mind at reft therefore 
about my future fafety and dream no more of 
duels. 

I am, and ihall continue to be your's* 



LETTER XV. 

Charles Mortlake to Arundel. 

A H my friend ! do you deal fairly with me, 
and can you think me fo fhallow-fighted 
as not to detedt your effort at deceiving me ? 
Is the laft paragraph of your letter the real 
language of your heart ? It is not. Why did 
you fupprefs your anfwer to Lord G/s ha- 
rangue about amicaibk fatisfaftion ? Why, 
but becaufe that anfwer would have cut up 
the falfe delufive hopes, which his difcourfe is 
intended to convey ? But you are miftaken •$ it 
conveys no hopes to me* Iknow you too weB 
to believe he has any intereft to divert your 
mind from the moft rigid adherence to thofe 

fanguinary 



ARUNDEL. 83 

fanguinary laws, which honor, that Moloch 
of the world's idolatry, has impofed updn its 
votaries. How often have you apd I dilputed 
this point of duelling ! and how little have J 
ever gamed upon your mind by thofe conver- 
fations! You have npw introduced a new 
character on the fceoe, your uncle the Gene- 
ral, who feems a matter of the art, a profeflbr 
of modern: honor, and I perceive the malady is 
in your blood, a kind of family dileafe, not to 
be eradicated by my Lord's feeble emollients. 
No, my dear Frank, you throw a very thin 
cover upon the real purpofe of you heart, 
when you afF^db to afk if it would noi be a 
Javage aft io blafi the cbaraSter ofLqdy Louifa : 
this is not your natural language ; truth makes 
no parade, apd your underftanding would not 
ftoopto fuch trite unmeaning queftions, if you 
w^s as, filling tp do, aa you are competent to 
dijcejra, what i$ right. But that your queftion^ 
wfviqere as it is, may not. Hand unanfwered by 
njp, I do fay. th^t it is a favage ad to blaft 
ttye J*appinels even of a perfoi?, who has fo 
fmall a fhare of your acquaintance as Lady 
|^oi|ifaj Ijgw m^ch nvpr,c of one who loves 
you as Lady G. 1 and yet I am .apt to believe, 
• - . E 6 there 
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there is a heart, in which the wound will link 
Hill deeper than in her's, a heart, which at this 
very moment throbs with agony, whilft it re>- 
flefts upon the horrid purpofe you are medi* 
rating. 

Do you fuppofe I cannot now account for 
all the time and pains you have devoted to the 
fcience of the (word? why was yoir for ever 
at the pra&ice with your fencing-mafter ? Not 
for the rcafon you gave me, becaufe it was a 
wholefome exercife, a graceful relaxation ; in 
the intervals of ftudy. You providently made 
yourfelf perfeft in the theory, well knowing 
that the time was in advance, when you muft 
carry it into praftice. 

But I have done ,* what I have faid is enough 
for lamentation; nothing that I cotrld add 
would fuffice for convf&ibn. And therefore* 
hiy beloved friend, to the prote&ion? of Pro- 
vidence and die government of yotrr ovm in* 
vincible fp frit I commit. you : may fchattttfcyiwi! 
have ftudied* be your defence^ may that ho- 
nor you purftie be your reward rand may the 
wound you nowfuffer be the only one yoi 
fliall ever' receive from the Hand' of the ftme 
murderous affaflin 1 ; 

I know 
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I know nothing of the world you live with, 
their rules and opinions cannot be controvert* 
edby me, for I have neithferage, experience, 
rink or pretentions to oppofe to their: author 
rity : I take for granted the aflault is fodrai 
in the language of honor excludes apology, 
and that the only pofiible atonement Sir 
George Revel can make for attempting to 
kilfyou^is fey giving you a chance of killing 
him.: bck fol if fo the law ftands, thofe* who 
acknowledge die law, muft obey the law. : at 
the fame time, with humble deference ta the 
law-makers, I muft obferve it is extremely 
fevorabk to the affaffin, as it offers him a se- 
cond chance of doing that, of which he has 
beor>onee difappointed, and, when the die of 
fare ib to be thrown, gives him two cafts to 
your one. 

rrihave hitherto fuppofed that the laws of 
our country gave us redrefs againft afiaulu* 
hut/when men of principle, lovers of juftice* 
(and who has nobler principles, who loves juf- 
tke more than yourfelf ?) do not apply to 
thofe laws, how can 1 fuppofe any fuch are m 
exiftence? Duelling it feems then is the only 
band of fociety, the fafeguard of our perfonal 

- * . rights* 
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Rights, our fole prefervative againft violence; 
ftrange paradox this, inexplicable to my dull 
apprehenfion, who cannot for the foul of me 
difcover how that which breaks the peace can 
prcferve the peace, how that can defend me 
from danger, which expofes me to death. 
Your better knowledge of the world can nQ 
xloubt expound this riddle, and reconcile thefe 
feeming contradi&ions, 

You forbid me coming to ypu : I will obey 
you, for, though nothing would prevent me 
from flying to your misfortunes, I ihould be 
an unwilling witnefs of your errors ; nor cou}4 
the world prefent to me a more afflifting ipecr 
tacle than a friend, endowed by nature with a 
fpirit of benevolence, perverted by a compli- 
ance with the faihions of the world to a prin- 
ciple of revenge, and thinking no atonement 
compleat till the wrong is expiated with the 
blood of the offender* 
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LETTER XVI. 

9 

Arundel to Charles Mortlake. 

JF the fafhions and opinions of mankind 
were amenable to the laws of reafon and 
religion, I admit with you that no fuch prac- 
tice as that of duelling could exift -, perhaps 
the fword itfelf might be a weapon out of ufe, 
or at moft be carried peaceably before the 
cWef magiftrate of the ftate, or hung up in 
terrorem as an emblem of juftice,- and not 
brandifhed as now by the hand of the warrior 
as an instrument of human (laughter. 

But it is one thing to confute the world's 
opinions by argument, another thing to oppofe 
them by pra&ice. Now it muft be owned 
that there is fomething in the term Coward fo . 
hateful to our ears, that it is more than human 
nature can put up with to fubmit to the re- 
proach : the ftigma is fo terrible, that it is not 
enough to be confeious of not deferving it j 
the infamy annexed to it is fo general, that it 
reduces a man to a ftate of folitude, drives 

him 
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him out of all the comforts, all the focieties of 
life, and renders him the objeft of .univerfal 
contempt. If then the wdrld will not hear 
my reafon for refafing a challenge* if <tt*tU 
not credit me for thofe confcieacious motives 
upon which I decline a duel, but with . one 
voice and one mind will rife up againft me, 
and hifs my fcruples out of countenance, 
what fliall I do ? fhall I retire, to the -woods 
and the groves, and fhrink from thc;&cdiof 
my friends, quitting the cbtarful haunts. bf men 
to feaft upon my own meditations . ia retire* 
ment, and triumph in the martyrdom . of ho* 
nor at the altar of religion ? Who will »eto 
this ? or grant that there was virtue found. in 
man fufficient for the tafk, will his example 
profit or reform the world ? Certainly it will 
not, becaufe the world will never impute it to 
die true principle, but univerfally alcribe icto 
the mean motives of fear and felf-preferva- 
lion ? Now if all examples art given us far tdi- 
fication> and none can poffibly be drawn from 
mine, to what good purpofe is my honor fa- 
crificed ? Why am I to feparate myfeif from 
the great bulk of mankind, and feceding upon 
principle join thofe, who have deferted, from 

cowardibe > 
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cowardice, whereby my virtue will be melted 
into the dregs of their infamy, and the good 
and the bad be made one common mafs, with- 
O0t ufe or benefit to any living creature ? 

Without controverting any one of your ar- 
guments, let me afk you if I, Francis Arun- 
del, a new and unknown being, drawn out of 
obfcurity (Heaven knows how unwillingly) and 
jufb ftepping forth into the world, if I am the 
one dauntlcfs individual to ftem the tyranny 
of an univerfal fafhion. I may retreat, you 
will tell me, to my primitive obfcurity, and 
hide my head in the oziers on the banks of 
Calm j but I Ihail retreat with ignominy; I (hall 
grow teathfome to myfelf j I (hall lofe that 
ccmfcious pride, which is the very foul of 
energy 5 even my bodes will be no longer a 
refource, for their authors will rife up in judg- 
ment againft me ; every hero will frown upon 
itae as I penile his annals, and every page 
will {bike the blufh of fliame into my cheeks : 
Mb of all, as the completion of my mifery, 
you, ray dear Charles, even you, the very au- 
thpr and advifer of my undoing, you will fall 
ifeotn me^\ahd the friend of my life will be 
aihamtd~any longer to acknowledge his own 
melancholy convert. 

. But 
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But fhall I only plead prefcription in de- 
fence of what I am doing, will not the fubjeft 
bear the teft of argument ? I am aflaiiked by 
a gentleman at the point* of his fword, wound- 
ed, ftruck and publicly infulted as a defpica- 
ble fellow, who has no right to be heard, no 
pretenfions to remon fixate upon equal terms 
Of difcuflion. The fpirit of a Quaker would 
rife againft fuch an infult : what then ami to 
do ? patiently bind up my wounds, and make 
him a prefent of that blood, which is nobler 
than any his veins contain, who drew it from 
me? Or fhall I profecute for affault and 
battery, and prefent an indiftment upon eath 
that I was put in bodily fear? I tell you, 
Charles, I will not be perjured by the forms 
of Jaw, when I can be righted by the laws of 
honor. 

It is well for fociety,' (under correftion of 
religion let me fpeak it) it is happy for the 
$rder, the repofe and good manners of the 
yw>rld, that they are not left to the regulations 
of the law alone; if I am to put up with eyery 
affront, th^t does not break my bpnes, I muft 
diveft my heart of every feeling towards truth, 
humanity 4 nd ewdour, every fenfe of juftice 

towards 
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towards the character of an abfent friend, 
every tendernefs for my own, before I commit 
myfelf to a company of my fellowrcreaturcs, 
whQfe offences could no otherwife be corre&ed 
but as they were a&ionable: whilft there is 
any diftin&ion to be made between a breach 
of the peace an*T a breach of good manners, 
fomething muft be found to reach thofe tref- 
paffes, which the judge upon the bench can 
take no cognizance of. Who will be the 
prote&or of the fair fex, where will be the 
fhelter for their .delicacy, what will ftop the 
mouth of obfcenity ? Neither judge nor jury. 
What would become, of all thofe mif-fhapen 
and imperfeft beings, nature's neglected offip 
fpring, whofe infirmities and diftortions would 
make them the butts and buffoons of the rude 
3nd boifterous fons of health and vigour, if 
there was not a refort open to. them, which 
levels the ftrongeft to the weakeft ? and thanks 
to that- invention, which has armed the feeble 
family of decrepitude with an inftrument, that 
can awe the infolenee of the bully, and can 
cany death into the breaft of the giant from 
tha hand of the pigmy, 
;7^J1 me how many virtues arc compounded 

in 
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in your general definition of true politertefe, 
and I will prove to you that every one of thofe 
component virtues are indebted to therefource 
of duelling for their place in fociety. Let 
fpeculation calculate the frays, the litigations, 
the difputes, the brutal violences, that would 
overthrow fociety, and therl ^compute if the 
peace, order and happinefs of mankind would 
not fuffer infinitely more interruption fmm 
them, than from all our duels, which on an 
average do not rob the community of more 
than two or three members in the year. Even 
morality is interefted in the continuance of this 
check upon the paffions and exceffes of man- 
kind : it is a curb in the mouth of the drubkaird, 
for the man who is quarrelfbme in his cups, 
learns to reftrain his propenfity from appre- 
henfion of the conferences : there are many, 
who will not fuffer decency to be too grofely 
violated, none will endure the ddfamer of fe- 
male reputation, and though the fervants of 
religion are the fons of peace, there are fome 
loyal fpirits, who do not wear the livery of the 
altar, yet will hot fuffer the God they love and 
adore to be blafphemed, nor the -faith; info 
which they are enlifted,' to be made, the ta^ic 

of 
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of ridicule and the butt of ribaldry. Are there 
penalties in our ftatutes for all thefe various 
delcriptions of offence ? Can attornies Jfettle 
all 1 the- decencies, the decorums of fociety? 
Will a jury find damages for my nerves, and 
can I profecute for afiault and battery upon 
the fenfibility of my heart ? 

Read your public prints; perufe the bloody 
page, where the vital reputation of your friend 
is difle&ed before your eyes for your morning 
recreation; the ; villain is without the law, it 
cannot reach him j the printer defies you i it 
is no libel, the author is anonymous. Why 
doe* he conceal his name ? not becaufe he fears 
theAam, hut btcawfe the coward. dare not face 
your rrfcntrmnt for the lye he has forged : and 
mete there no perfonal refentment to dread, 
thOifcurriihies of a newfpaper would become 
the talk of the table, and the daftardjy defamer, 
- vrhor now ftabs you in a paragraph, would ia- 
• Suit- you -face to face, and unlets thene was a 
lawyer, in company, you . would never know 
where to lay your damages. 
j.; .-Take notice I have nothing to fay to the 
gentlemen, who fight duels for fame's fake. 
Jjtjawof ao. benefit to fociety, becaufe men 

will 



$4 ARUNDE L. 

will refort to it from a litigious fpirit ? Perfo- 
nal fatisfaftion is not to be demanded, till 
peaceable fatisfadtion is refufed, and then only 
when the injury is of a fort, which according 
to the eftablifhed modes of honor cannot be 
referred to the law, or if referred. Cannot be 
properly redreffed. Now it fo happens that 
perfonal injuries and affronts are generally 
fuch, as are either too undefineable for the no- 
tice of law, or too great for its due oorredtion $ 
of the former fort, the lye flatly given, is what 
no m^n's fpirit can put up with, yet there is 
no legal redrefs for it whatever $ of the latter 
fort, a blow is indeed a breach of the peace, 
but the infult does not conlift in the violence, 
with which one gentleman ftrikes another, and 
yet the law will take that only into contem- 
plation, which in the feftfe of honor is no ag- 
gravation of the injury $ on the contrary the 
very reverfe obtains, for (as in the cafe of my 
wound) that, which injures the perfon moft 
may very poffibly afleft the honor leaft. 

One more remark your patience will in- 
dulge me in with refpeft to my proficiency in 
the art of fencing : when I profeffed to ftudy 
it as an athletic and falutary exefrife, I did not 
6 forefee 
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forefee any other ufes I was ever likely to ap- 
ply it to ; at all events I had no purpofes in 
contemplation but defenlive ones j and in that 
ligiit I muft ponfider it as a happy circum- 
ftance that I am poffcffed of an art, which in 
all probability will enable me to guard my 
own vitals from an adversary's ftford, and 
guide mine, where the ftroke fhall not be mor- 
tal. Farewell. 



LETTER XVII. 

Lady Louifa to Lady Jane S. 

J Am fick, my. dear Jane, fick at heart, and 
thefe filly doctors' give me medicines for 
the body, when the malady is in my foul. I 
will take no more potions; I can counterfeit 
no longer ; their trifling teizes me i 1 will dif- 
mifs them and refort to you. But tell me 
firft, (and refleft before you tell me) is your 
friendfhip for me of that pitch, as not to fufFer 
a decline when I have confided to you my 

weaknefs ? 
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weaknefs ? Will you perfift to love me, even 
though I ceafe to merit your love ? And when 
I have degraded myfelf in your judgment, are 
you incapable of defpifing me ? Above all 
things, is your nature ftrong enough to bear 
the weight that I (hall call upon it, when all 
my prefent forrows, all that future time may 
add to my accumulated load, fhall be depo- 
fited with you and you alone? Remember 
alfo, that as my cafe admits of no cure, I will 
admit of no prefcriptions ; when I fhall impart 
it, ic will not be for the affiftance you can give 
by your advice, but merely for the comfort I 
fhall receive in my complaining : fb far from 
offering to oppofe the poifon, I fhall require 
of you to feed it, to provoke it, to enflame it : 
the time for antidotes is pad, and every vein 
is faturated with the infedion. Adieu. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Lady G. to the Hon. Mrs. Dormer. 

J Am brought to town by the following man* 

date from my Lord— 
t : « c Madam, 

" You will remove Lady Louifa to town 
u and come with her yourfelf. The confufior^ 
<c you have thrown me and my family into by 
cc the affront you chofe to put upon Sir George 
<c Revel at Spring Grove makes your longer 
" refidence in that place unadvifeable. Had 
* yoti fent your mefiage by a fervant, I could 
" have turned the blame upon him and in 
" fome degree faved you ; but when you 
" thought fit to employ Mr. Arundel on your 
" errands, and gratified your pride by turning 
H my. fecretary into your footman, you took 
" an effectual ftep for blafting my meafures, 
" and have made yourfelf refponfible not only 
"for the blood which has already" been Ihed, 
" but for all the fatal conferences that may 
" enfue. G." 

Vol. I. F This 
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This is a hufband's letter to a wife, who is 
and ever hath been * let your impartial pea 
fill up the fcntence and defcribe wbflt % ,how 
humble, how obedient, muft I add bow in- 
jured ? And was it to gratify my pride I em- 
ployed Mr. Arundel ? is that the paflion I lam 
a&uated with towards him ? Alas ! alas t I 
aimoft wifh it were. I have blafted his mea- 
fure? 5-1 am refponfible for the blood which is, 
and all chat (hall be Hied i the former reflec- 
tion I can farvive, the latter rends my heart in 
pieces. 

Well, my beloved friend 1 I have done j 
you fliall not be wearied with my compteinftSi 
I will fubmit and be filent : I am devoted to 
mifery ; the vidtim of paternal ambition* I am 
lifted up in life to a painful preeminence ; my 
heart was never wedded to Lord G. you know 
it was not, nor his to me, for he chofe me by. 
the eye j it was a match of paffion on his party 
and of fpiendid unhappinefs on mine, . 

No more of this : I am in London, I have 
removed Lady Louifa and have furrendered 
up my charge : fo far I have bettered my fili- 
ation, forafmuch as I was dHtrefled in . the ex- 
treme about her : I know not what it is that 

ails 
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tfife her | there is no d^fcribinjg to you 4 the 
ttrange appearances her drfoider ptits off, and 
&e variety of changes it undergoes ; *f<frnefinrtek 
her flfgfe&fcn Is of the moft abirmittg n&mtb % 
fhe-is filerit, fallen, loaths her food and Is fa- 
tally infenfible to every thing that is done for 
&er r r at other times (he is feverifl*, wandering, 
hfef* jpuife high and rapid, and all her motion* 
<f6*k -<£)& violent *: I need not confceil frflni 
y^WHbw ifritkWe her feelings are i and I be- 
gin to tremble left her fcnfes Jhould gi?e way* 
I dare fay you hive already anticipated my 
fitfpteioh of the red caufe of her diforder j love 
toliiady- £/>uifa ? s j cafe will be aM tumult* tem- 
pos Ya*Jn«iV itfelf ; and- 1 am by cirtiortH 
ftaftdes pcrfoaded (he is in love with that affair 
fin Sir George; unhappy girl! to be caught 
by the glittering exterior of a fpecious villain, 
apjinoapable of -true Jove, as he is dedicate of 
qBu* . eourajgev :I inoted hi? behavior at the 
ball, whfere he firft wither, danced with her 
ffid behaved as I think would revolt a woman 
of delicacy t infenfible, licentious wretch, he 
knows not what true love fhotild be; • 

"' :! Lrvt jbould be pure, 1 v ' ! 

^tiamTefs- tisfiipHms -kiffes on tbejhrines 

F 2 Of 
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• Of virgin martyrs, holy as -the thoughts 
Of dying faints, when angels hover o'er them, 
Harmonious, gentle, f of t;fuch Love Jhould be, 
The Zephyr, not the whirlwind of the foul. 

But I tell you again with this wretch fhe is 
in love ; with the direft enemy of my peace, 
with the objeftof my eternal hatred, terror and 
averfion, is the child of my affeftion fatally ia 
love : miferaUle mother that I am 1 what have 
I fuffered, what am I not yet to fuffer for her 
fake ! I have had an interview with my Lord, 
in which he has not only thrown all patience 
out of fight, but diftanced every thing that 
ever went before for violence and rage : when 
I tell you that he did not ftrike me, I tell you 
the only infult he abftaincd from. Tears, apo- 
logies, entreaties had no effect upon him j 
whdn his overbearing cruelty had lowered me 
to a ftate of hurtitliatidn; which no human 
creature fhbuld be reduced to by another, re- 
collection feiied mcj my nature revolted 
agairtft fuch meannefs, and I ' recovered fo 
much underftanding of my own dignity as to 
break forth into the following expoftulation :— 
My Lord, you bear fo hard upon me, and 

prefs 
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prefs a wounded fpirit with fuch unremitting 
cruelty, that I ftiould be unworthy of the name 
and cbarafter yau have honored rne« with, I 
ihould be your flave and not your wife, if I 
was any longer to fubmit myfelf to your re- 
proaches ; as I perceive it is, iqipoffible to mol- 
lify your heart, there is nothing left for me but 
to attempt to harden mine to an infepfibility 
of your unkiridnefs* 

«With thefe words I left him, and indeed 
he did not offer at a reply; I believe he was 
a good deaj,ftartle4 to fee the trampled worm 
letoirt upon itsoppreflpr. He is now gone to 
pay -his court to his foyereign, to fmile .and 
bow, and foften his ferocious features into the 
timid air of flattery and fubmiffion, whilft I 
remain at. home a filent fuffcrer under his 
domeftic tyranny. 

. A* jfoon «, he was gonf I haftened (to offer 
nay ftpolqgie* where they were: really dve : ; but 
how different -was. my reception there I He, 
who might jiaftly have, complained of his fuf- 
ferings for my fa^ce, would not permit me 
evep ta condole with him . on the misfortunes 
-which I ivjd brought upon him. Ah,.qiy dear, 
but imprudent friend, why would you even 

F 3 touch 
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touch upon Co dangerous a fubjeft as' the dc+ 
fcription of his peribn i Ijofe of blood and 
thcfdlfciplitoe canfequential Of his wound have 
irideed^ dihninilhed tte luftre, but not im- 
paired the fehfibility of his countenance ; the* 
languor, that has poffeft itfelf of his features, 
makes them only more interefting than they 
were. • 1 was to blame* for not taking more 
time to compofe myfelf before I faw him, for 
he immediately difcovered that I had been in 
tears, nay, I am afraid the very tears betray- 
ed themfelves, for you need not be told hovr 
very foon- the heart is melted into pity, when, 
k has been previoufly fubdued by forrow y 
and ferely it was a touching fpe&acle to fee 
him ftretched upon a couch, his body fwathed 
with wrappers, his eyes red with pain, and his 
adive limbs deprived of their motion. He hb«- 
riced the difoixkr i was in, and in truth it 
could not be concealed. After fixing hii 
eyes upon me feme time with the moft corn** 
paflionate and tender rcfpeft, he fhook his 
head, and in a faint tone demanded, if this 
eould be the way to cure him of his wound* 
by transplanting it into my own bofom ? 
Would it kflfert your pain then, I replied, 

if 
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if I wsre fo infeirfible as not to participate ia 
what you fuffer for my falce ? : . 

.v'Twas an unguarded quefticm; 1*$ oaft ckny* 
his eyes in filcncc, and no foorrtr did I ffe the 
blood mounting in his cheeks, than I felt mine 
kindle at the recolle&ion of what I faid. • In 
this: moment I had no refource prefent to my 
thoughts* but to cqnfefs I had been in tear* 
befoj?Ci;I entered his room : my 'Lord hacibeen 
chiding me ftverely ; my unh^ppinefs on find* 
ing myfclf the improvident author of his mis- 
fortunes was great enough without any re,- 
proaches to aggravate it beyond what I ccnjld 
)?kuv. Indeed, indeed, faid I x? he is too cruel 
to me$ heoppreffes my weak fpirit* without, 
mercy, and I can no longer fupport it. 

Reproach me not too ferioufly for this in* 
dHgreet confefiion of what I could no longer 
fupprcfs, and which nothiag but the dilemma 
1 1 A' as hi could have drawn from my lips : it if 
too late to recall it, and there is a balm in pity 
fo hdaling to a wounded mind, that I fcarce 
can: faring toyfelf to repent of having thus ujw 
fctartfacaed : my heart, afliwed as 1 am :of the 
honor c and discretion of this, excellent yQ¥ng? 
ihan.- Befides you will recalled I told you 
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we 'had exchanged a promife of mutual con- 
fidence when we converfed together in the 
country r he had imparted to me all his feel- 
ings upon the firft reception he met with from 
my Lord ; he owned to me that it had given 
him no flattering impreflions of the comforts 
of his fituation, and it was plain enough t& 
fee he had already taken a pretty foir meafure 
of his Lordfhip's character. 

It is not neceffary to relate to you how ten- 
derly he fympathized in my fufferings ; I con- 
fefs it drew me on to a more explicit diicuf- 
fion of all the various particulars of my un- 
happy ftory, as well thofe, which preceded 
my connection with Lord G. as all that have 
fince followed. What could I do ? was I to 
blame for giving vent to my forrows, and how 
can the human heart lupport itfelf without the 
confolation of fome friendly fpirit to fympa- 
thize with it in it's fufftrings ? If indeed T 
wtre not of an age fo diftant from his, and fo 
far out of all danger or even poffibility of 
folly, it might be rafh and inexcufable to en- 
courage fuch a conne&ion; but I, who am 
nearly old enough to be his mother, I, who 
have neither charms to excite defires, nor pro* 

pen fit y 



ARUNDEL. 105 

pehfity to feel thern, what have I to appre- 
hend either for him or myfelf ? and why fhould 
I.affeft to lay myfelf under a reftraint.in his 
company, which would only ferve to expofe 
my own ridiculous vanity,, arid give him juft 
occafion to defpife me for an old , coquette ? 
I am determined, therefore, to treat him with 
that open confidence, which my age. and cha- 
racter may fafely commit themfclves to with 
one of his modefty and merit, and indulge 
myfelf without fcruple in that pure and ma- 
ternal affeftion, which my heart has truly 
conceived for him. Thefe, and only thefe, are 
the fenfetions which my attachment: to this 
amiable youth infpires me with ; and he in re-» 
turn feems to meet me with die moft fpiritu* 
alized and even filial devotion ; his attentions 
to • me are of; the moft delicate and r,efp$£tful 
%t^ . his eyqs exprefe the mildeft benevolence, 
spaxyery fentiment is di&ated by, a heart re- 
plete with . horipr, purity and generofity ; his 
amotions are fuch as can only proceed from a 
fbjul warmed by gratitudie and melted by pity;, 
furely he is fent to me by the indulgence of 
Heaven as a. kind of guardian fp.irit to fupport 
aoid comfort me in this extremity, to fill your 

F 5 place,> 
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place, 4ny beloved friend, and to fupply thofe 
refoiircesj, of which I am deprived whilft yoti 
*££ at a diftancc from me. - ■ > 

'* When I repeated to him all the cruel things 
my Lord had faid to me, though I could eafiiy 
difcower the efleft they had upon him by the 
changes which his countenance underwent, 
ftrll he did not fuffer a fmgle 'word of agg*a> 
nation to efcape him, bat' fuggefted cvety 
thing he could devife that w» Toothing and 
conciliatory; obferving to me thac there nrraft 
be 4 variety of incidents, of which I was. not 
apprised, but to which my Lord by hisikiuu- 
tita m* expofed, that might ruffle and diftiirb 
his temper j and that allowances (hould fee 
made for all men, involved as he was in diffi* 
cult and intricate affairs— Perhaps, added he* 
Lord G. had -adopted other thoughts and opi* 
aions with refpeft to Sir George Revel's at- 
tachment to Lady Louifa than you hadi and 
OS his pretentions of a certain fore are as high 
as any man's, it is. not unlikely but my Lord 
may be dtipofed to his alliance, which indeed 
in point of policy there can be no objedtion tx>» 
neither is there perhaps any difincli nation to 
be apprehended on the part of the young lady 
herfelf. 

There, 
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*" There* anfaered I* yoij touch upon a point, 

that gives me very ioriou* alarm, for 1 caii 

forefee nothing but . inevitable . mifery t<> my 

daughter with fuch a man, and yet I fear fhe 

is attached go him too ferioufly to be diverted 

ftfcm it by any thing I might venture to oppofc 

in the way of cautkm~but alas ! what influ- 

erase haw I ? or if I had, how dare I to zxtrt 

?t) 11* defiance of my Jbord's authority rto the 

icoatr^ry ?*-r*Aad yet can I fubmit to fee arty 

daugbtov rearmed to the wretch, who viilan* 

oufyattemptedto aflfaffinate my friend i There 

isirat *me way in the nature of things, my defur 

Mril Acundel,:by which I can in any degree bf 

reconciled to fuch .a deplorable connexion* 

aM.tfaat idvfxmds altogether upon yon. If you 

can librgive rbim, if yam- generous fpirit'ean 

admit <sf his ;aconement, and pafs this aftion 

atctk&'ttot mere a£tk>n of a mad man with* 

bat {^eth«ditathafii)or>rxialide, I coukl acqukfcfr 

tMth fbnrce patience, efpecialiy when I rcfle&cd 

that 'it was the means of refcuing you from 

farther danger, and prevented con&quences* 

ibmz&ttyiodicrmfe plunge me. into mifery in* 

exportable, the wry thought of which fills o^yr 

giijid with horror, . ..• 

F 6 I cannot 
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I cannot doubt but I accompanied thefe 
wofds with more emotion of voice and ' utter* 
ance than lam now aware of, for I perceived 
they had a very fenfible effeA upon him v. T* 
cart recoiled* that I had his hand in' mirie, 
whilft I was delivering them, though I caraaot 
call to mind at what precife moment, ngr cxt* 
a&Iy in what manner! had taken ic; I &p* 
pofe it was by one of thofe invokmtary a&ionv 
which efcape us in the ferment of the ■ foul* 
when it is agitated beyond the powers of recot^ 
ledtion -, but I can well remember that he 
regarded me with great fen Ability andrefpedt, 
fo that I was under lefs alarm on that acfcdtiitfi 
when I' recollefted the attitude I wis in, afid 
therefore thought I would not wound his feel- 
ings, (which in his weak* condition are alive to 
the fmalleft tokens of unkindnds) ^.with- 
drawing my hand* difdaHifolly and hri&Afyifr 
the contrary, observing .that he was- fallen ifit# 
deep and filent meditation upon what I had 
been faying to him, I recalled him to attention 
by a fudden yet gentle compreffure of my fin- 
gers, as if to awaken him, and then demanded-*-* 
if he could have the heart to leave me expofed 
to all the reproaches of an enraged hufoand* 

by 
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by purfuing hi& revenge* in which perhaps he 
migki rufh. uppn de#h>. wd by loading my 
copickncc with his blood* drive mt to mad? 
ntfs? ,-, ■!.-•" « 

His reply, was fuch as fiils me with alarm : 
I confefs to you, faid he, that Lord G. has 
already moved me to an accommodation with 
Sic,(*d>rgft Revel, and, offered his mediation 
fozithat. puqaofe. Toward* , him I found it 
piudem to fcbferve fome fineffe, but from yott, 
Madartj I- $an t never hold: back any portion 
tfijth^; truth*, for you command m y, heart ia 
fWrx^few»r?bie feqfc of *he t word. .JjwiUjapt 
%ii<h§Whe t if|jiwy ( I.have received, though a$ 
(&#p as c^a iveU be,* is, fuch as abfolutely tQ 
pt^iudfi v^^modatjop^forl have no.thirft 
% jbis.bto^^ftiigh if feems fae>as had for 
pMfl^^feuc^.ffuft ^irly confefs I have-little 
fKj^ftagli tfrtt. Sir. (Jeorge Revel, has m^g* 
«j»f}jm*ty£&Qttgh to. paake that ample fubpiif- 
fop, which may fatisfy my honor, nor am,. I 
quit? frijitfed that mjhXx)rd has all thofe feel- 
ing? t fofc nf>y : fituatipn, which fhould urge him 
to <e?#ftra- proper and fufficieat reparation: 
befrfe&.thtt, I have put myfelf into the hands 
of nqr T uacle Sir Francis Arundel, whofe re- 

fentment 



fencnoent^n theoccafion niQS high, andwhofe 
family fpfcr it will not* be atoned by corutnon 
fetfcft6fcio&. 

Believe me, Madam, I am penetrated tb thd 
bran %vhh *he woida you have now tittered ; 
to defeat the views, which your Lord's ambi- 
tion may have farmed, cannot be indifferent 
to me, and *o cfeprive the lovely Lady Louifa 
rf the obje&Af iher wifhes, (ifthat -objeft were 
dderviagof her) would be £aia^ in tbe ex- 
cranes but what i*4hocking* to my thoughts 
above ttndafare, WoHe than death kfeif, and 
taore terrible than ail things btit diftoftor a&4 
the ftamp <>f ignominy upfcn my name and 
eharatfter, is to feel myfelf the author tif mifeiy 
Mid unttierited reproach to the beft and mdft 
amiable fcf h*r fex, to a Offering wife in whofe 
heart unkindnefs has already planted its thorns $ 
Oh Lady G. what werid I not endurc Jraftbt* 
than- give oeeaf*6n of tmhappinefs «nd p*hr W 
youl Believe me, Madam, I ftalt carry *h# 
impreffion of the fentinieftts, which I feel m 
this moment, to the lattft hour of rtyy tHe,^nd 
fo aealoras am I tb tfpprtxye the gfalittede^ - tlW 
veneration I entertain -for you, that there can 
be no commands of yfcur\ which it ia poffible 

for 
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ft* me to dflqbey, but ftch as would expofe 
mc.to a contempt that would render me un- 
worthy of a friendfliip, which I value above 
Mifcitfdf: 

Phy me, my generous, my indulgent friend* 
pity me, I conjure you, for my condud at this 
touching crifis, and condemn me not, if I 
wanted fortitude to igpro&'the effufiona of a 
btirfting heart ; I had jiq longer any command 
OYerjriiy tears; they forced their way and fell 
in fliowers 5 exhaufted nature funk under the 
difcharge, and if he had notxaught and fup- 
ported trie in his arms* I Ihould h*ve dropt 
upon *be floor, I fhuddcr to think what pair) 
ttosieffbrt imft have given to hk wound, for 
#cn.l recovered fight enough to caft my 
eyes upon him, he was very pile and as I 
tfamght in danger of fainting; my agonies 
wore now all directed to his prtfent danger * I 
O^mWkd for the mifchief I had dqne* I qvvti 
e*fce#fcd tofefe the blood ftart from his wound 
aad .p&tartd to myfeif all the horrors of hi? 
immediate death before my eyes : it was too 
i^wch for human nature to fupport— I know 
not v what I faid $ Iduiow not what I did: Na* 
tsfctf muft anftvpr for it * her impulfe gctferoesj 
v..* me. 
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me, I was but a machine in her hands ; he faw 
my fuuation, and is too noble not to allow for 
it, too pure, too virtuous, too refpe&fol to pre- 
fume upon it $ I will truft his honor for the 
faireft interpretation, and I reft it on your can- 
dor to confirm it— No more — Farewell ! 



LETTER 



Hon. Mrs. Dormer to the Countefs of Gv 

\Xf HAT a variety of paffions hath your leis- 
ter excited in a bofom, which, if time 
had done its duty, would. before this have 
been deadened and benumbed by years ! f hut 
it hath been, the fport, the viftim of y.oqr 
pen. Never more will I keep any terms WFh, 
your unfeeling Lord : when I had feated you . 
in. the full poffeflion of my heart, I wifhed to 
have referved a -corner of it for him j but he 
is for ever thruft out and excluded ; let ambi- 
tion take him in, he is not. fit for the focisty y 
of benevolence - r let pride adopt him, let him 

take 
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takerefijge in his politics; 'to the angry fpirit 
of party, to the tides and tempefts of a conten- 
tiotrt world I furnliinVover with difdain t whilft 
lie meanly truckles in the prefence of Princes, 
he is a monfter of cruelty in the facred privacy 
of domeftic virtue. Oh ! that you lhould be 
deftined to call him Hufband, and I not per- 
mitted to regard him as a FHend ! 

What a contraft: have you difplayed in the 
pi&ure of that wounded youth ! What a revo- 
lution do you make in the fenfations of my 
heart, when you fixift the fcene to the chamber 
of my beloved Arundel ! Yes, my gentle 
friend, I call him my beloved, for I will ftrug- 
glertrith you, even to animofity, for fome fliar* 
in 1 his regards : what tell you me of being old 
enough to be his mother i it is no fuch thing ; 
but I am more than old enough to be your's, 
artel therefore if age is to be the tell of ouh pre- 
tentions, the prize to ftruggle for, the plea for 
friendship, how much ftronger is my claim 
than your's ? Fear me not however j I (hall 
not be formidable to you: A man may not 
marry his grandmother : I fhall be contented 
with a little plain good- will > you are miftreft 
of his affe&ions,— Do nptftart, my dear; I 

have 
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have not yet faid he is mafter of your's. — If 
Arundel will only hear me talk, it is all I re- 
quire of him : vanity never totally wears itfelf 
our in old age; it only fhifts its ground ; mins 
is as lively as ever, but it has been long fince 
driven out of the ftrong poft of beauty, and 
now maintains a kind of dying combat on the 
field of underftanding : we chatter nonfenfe all 
our youth through, and lifp out feeble efforts 
at wit in our old age : now I have a mighty 
prepoflcflion that Arundel will allow me all 
the charms that I have any chance of being 
flattered for j I intend to make him own that 
1 am a very charming old woman, the belt 
tete+4-tete in England, and the way, that I (hall 
take to make him (b fond of my converfation, 
will be by. dedicating the whole of it to a de- 
lineation of your charader -, yes, my mod: be- 
loved lady, I ihall be your faithful hiftorian j 
I have known you from your cradle, you -sift 
all but my own child > the modeft fenfibiltey 
of your nature, which fhrinks back from vul- 
gar obfervation, the inborn virtues of your 
foul, which a hufband's overbearing tyranny 
awes iatofilence and frights from their profritify, 
arc all known and familiar to roe— - ; 

Sit 
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Set m la note-look* learned and conrid by rote. , 

And' ocn? what think you of your friend and 
naeii rSHall not Arundel and I be good eompa* 
ny together ? Whith of all the blue^ftockings 
will rival me in wit ? The hags will have no 
flare in him ; wc fhall divide him between us ; 
ytoi jmll po0c6-.hts. hearty and I flxall engrofs 
Mflie«r» / ; 

. ;E>o you think I do not know to whom I am 
talking, and of what I am talking ? Yes, I am 
talking erf" the pureft paflion, which the human 
heart sea entertain, to a woman of the pureft 
pjrijtfrip)? s j I .am fpeaking of love to Lady^G. 
-rrf^But love is prohibited to a wife/ ~Did 
nature make- that law ? will nature obey that 
law?- Happinefs may be prohibited $ die 
light <*f- Heaven may be forbidden; bot it 
ipwft^tthe *difit of a tyrant, not the roiceof 
J9&Qtovwhich violates the common rights of 
hmftan kind —Who gave the heart thofe gene* 
rota, feelings, which anfwer to the names of 
bencyolertce, fympathy, companion, generafi* 
ty* gratitude and the whole family of human 
charities i Who, but the lame gracious Being, 
who, compounding all thefc fcveral qualities 

into 
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into one efience, called it Love % and then in- 
vited all creation to participate of the blefling ? 
With this celeftial effence thy clay, my deareft 
lady, is moft liberally tempered: to your huf- 
band you tendered the firft oblations -, he fpurn- 
ed them from him, infenfible man ! but did he 
therefore extinguish them ? It was not in his 
power; he crufhed die bloffoms but he could 
not kill the root. 

I truft nobody will tell me that love, 
though reje&ed, fhall ftill be love, becauie 
it is fan&ified by the rites of marriage : there 
muft be fome mighty conjuration in thofe rites 
to overrule the principles of nature before this 
can be effedted. But though this will not 
bear a difpute, and it muft be on all hands 
allowed, that love cannot be called nor re- 
called by any form of words ; yet how many 
will tell us, that a wife, though (he canndt 
love her hufband, ought. not to love any other 
man ?. I fhall much fooner be brought to 
confefs the danger of fuch love,. than the 
crime of it: But to whom does the danger 
apply ? To the weak, the vain, the unprin- 
cipled ; to them it is danger, not becaufe the 
paflion, which draws them into danger, is love 

in 
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h its true and virtuous chara&er, but becaufe 
k is the counterfeit of love, compofed of falfe 
and vicious propenfities : Why then preach 
to you, whofe nature of itfelf revolts from all 
impurity ? Is virtue only amiable to us in 
our own fex ? Shall not courage, generofity 
and other manly qualities have their claim 
upon our hearts ? Becaufe I am wedded to 
cruelty, fhall I love cruelty ? fhall I not pre- 
fer and admire the chara&er, where gentle- 
nefs, benevolence, pity are to be found ? and 
if thefe virtuous attributes chance to be in- 
mates of a heart, which the divine artificer 
has inclofed in a fair and comely mould, 
fhall I dart afide and call it danger, becaufe 
it approaches me in the lhape and likenefs 
of a man ? No, I will embrace and cherilh 
it without fear or hefitation, convinced that 
Vkflpe is-pf an effence fo fpiritualized, as not 
to qfiffiit of the diftinftions of either fex or 
age, aod i&* wherever it refides, 

In its own Jhape how lovely ! 

Certain it is, that in a fairer tenement than 
the perfon of Arundel virtue never was or 
will be lodged $ it is a rich jewel in a fplen- 

did 
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did fitting, and for my part, I am not one 
that affeft to be enamoured of thofe tt>«gh 
diamonds, which* are only to be known by 
Aeir hardnefs, not by their luftre^-by the?b 
property of cutting every thing they are tried 
upon, and admitting no impreflion to be made 
upon themfelves. 

Having thus pleaded for the rights "of N*~ 
ture, and argued the point with you as her 
candid advocate, let me fpeak a word 4ft the 
part of Prudence. 

You certainly fliould h&ve allowed your- 
felfmore time for recolle&ion between your 
interviews ; when you paffed without any in- 
terval from a fcene* which rnuft have &iewri- 
your hufband in a light fo unfavorable;. to* 
lay no worfe of it, to one which difplayed: a 
contraft (b advantageous to Arundel, you cer- 
tainly did not confult your ufual difcretieri $ 
•for you came with all the impirlfes.of abhacd-r 
ing heart frefh and in full force j refentm^ut 
had broken down your defences, forrow had un^ 
dermined them ; even pity in thofe moments, lb 
foft in itfelf, becomes by circumftance a formU 
dabfc aflailant ; whilft the angry glancesl ofiau 
infulting tyrant have not yet abated -pf rtboiir 
8 impreffionf, 
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impreflion, and the nerves which he had 
racked are ftill quivering with the torture, 
how iweet is it to behold the eyes of love 
gliftcning with companion, to prefs the hand: 
of affe&ion reached forth for our relief! 'Tb 
a crifis in which Virtue throws away her ar- 
mour, and may (he then encounter Love in 
no other form but that of innocence I Can I 
wonder that you melted into tears, that you* 
furik upon his neck with tendernefs and gra- 
titude, that you know not what you' /aid and. 
what you did ? I cannot wonder, if the Jpirit, 
when it is gone out from the body, no longer' 
knows what partes in the prifon.it has efcaped 
from t a thief may ileal into the habitation ic 
has defeated and rifle it at pleafure ; but I iea* 
vtn be thanked, Arundel is no thief, your 
virtue is reinftated in its citadel, the bars and 
bote; are again made faft, and Prudence, it* 
cehririd r is returned to her poft. 
. Another word or two, my lovely pupil, by 
the. way of caution — Do not tell me of your 
maternal affefition; there's hypocrify on the 
face of it ; you have no maternal affe&wn for 
Arundel; you can have none. Have not I the 
reckoning pf your age? did not your laft 

birth-day 
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birth-day number thirty and five years? 
Confult your looking-glafs \ think as humbly 
as you pleafe whilft you furvey that face and 
form, which it will refledt upon you, and then 
lay to me, if you dare, that grace and beauty 
are not prefent to your view in their tendered:, 
their moft touching period : the glare of com- 
plexion, the effervefcence of youth are gone 
by ; beauty hath withdrawn her more brilliant 
tints from the portrait $ but fenfibility has 
added ten thouf&nd interefting touches, which 
fpeak more to the heart than the frefher hues 
once did to the eye ; they may indeed awaken 
lefs admiration, but they infpire more love : 
a (hade of forrow thrown upon the fineft fea- 
tures in nature, a penfive caft, which rather 
menaces than marks decay, only fhew that 
time has begun to put his pencil to the can • 
yafs, not malicioufly but feelingly, npt with 
an intent to deface it, but to foften down its 
hardnefies, and make it's harmony more fweet 
and mellow. 

I will tell you another thing, which per- 
haps you are not aware of, and this it is — a 
very young man, whofe tafte is not vitiated by 
fenfuality, and whofe mind is of the fenti- 

menial 
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mental and pathetic caft, will be more capti- 
vated by a woman of your ladyfliip's age and 
ilile of beauty, than by all the florid charms 
of a girl, though (he were as attraftivc as your 
own daughter. Apply this to Arrundel, and 
you will perceive he is the very man to feel 
thofe impreflions, and yourfelf the very wo- 
man to infpire them. Talk no more there- 
fore either of your maternal or his filial af* 
fe&ions ; for you cannot deceive me ; and 
you ought not to deceive yourfelf; ufe a 
plainer language, call it love j Ipeak without 
difguife, when you (peak to me; confide tome; 
the mod fecret movements of your heart; tell 1 
me every thing unequivocally as it pafles, not 
to gratify my curiofity, but to relieve your 
own thoughts, to fatisfy your doubts, to 
ftrengthen your refolution, to guard and fup- 
port your virtue. 

You fee I am no flern monitrefs ; I can 
caution you without accufing ; I can moralize 
without pedantry. I repofe entire confidence 
in your difcretion ; you may with equal fe- 

curity rely upon my honor. 

Farewell. 

Vol. I.' G LET- 
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Lady Louifa G. to Lady Jane S. 

tjpHANKS to you; my dear Jane, my 
* beft thanks \ You have banifhed all my 
fcruples : your letter is your heart, and your 
lieart is tiuth itfelf : you are the very com- 
forter I wifh for; in. your friendship I fhall 
find tHe only cordial that can relieve me. 

You have heard the fad fracas that has 
happened, as fr-niay fay, in our family; for 
the quarrd was fir ft darted in our houfe at 
Spring-grove. All the world fays, that Sir 
George Revel was fhockingly in fault; but 
all the world believes I don't think fo. You 
was with me at the Puchefs's ball, when I 
danced with him, and can witnefs how con- 
spicuous his attentions were to me: Do I call 
them his attentions ? Sir George Revel's felf- 
prefumption is much too great to defcend to 
any thing that in the moft diftant degree 
can carry an appearance of humility. His 
own dear perfon is" the idol of his worfhip, and 

he 
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he has made it as rich in gold and precious 
(tones as the Lady of Loretto. He is alio 
very fine, in the falhionable fenfe of the word, 
and very infolent in the plain fenfe of it. He 
faid very fine things to me, as he might think 
them ; but as I know they were only faid to 
difplay his own wit and addrefs, I cared very 
little about them. He perfuaded himfelf he 
had made a very ferious imprefiion, and I 
was fenfible he had made a very ridiculous one. 
My father was well pleafed $ for there is every 
worldly recommendation in the connexion. 
My mother was much difpleafed ; for fhe de- 
fpifes money, and is infenfible to ambition. The 
reft of the good company, who were uninte- 
refted lookers-on, and did not care which 
way the ganfte went, married us without lofs of 
time, as the readied way of difpofing of us. 

You yourfelf, my dear Jane, have been in 
the general error till this moment, when I de- 
clare to you from my heart, that I (corn and 
deteft Sir George Revel : I look upon him 
with horror 5 I cannot hear his name without 
fhudderingj he is die terror of my very 
dreams j I would fooner leap alive into the 

•G 2 flames* 
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flames, than marry that mod hateful of 
wretches. 

Notwithftanding this, prepare yourfelf t® 
hear that I am about to do this very thing, fo 
much more terrible than the worft of tor- 
ments. Oppofe not that report -even with a 
doubt j give it not fo much as a filent ihake 
of your head when you meet it. Every body 
knows our intimacy, and if you hefitate, my 
hypocrify will tranfpire* the confequence of 
that will be, that the duel between Sir George 
and Mr. Arundel mull take place. 

Ah ! my dear friend, that fatal week at 
Spring-grove: how little did I fu{pe£t, when 
my father told us he fhould bring down an 
awkward lad from the univerfity, to be hu- 
manized in our fociety, that my eyes were to 
encounter a form, where every grace of mind 
and perfon, every manly charm, every capti- 
vating talent, unite to ronquer. Mr. Arun- 
del is the fon of a younger brother of Sir 
Francis Arundel, whom all the world knows ; 
his father is in .the church, and as his uncle 
has an heir, this young man has very little elfe 
to look to but his expectations of being pro- 
vided 



r 



ARUNDEL 125 

vided for By my father. He h^s the charac- 
ter of being an incomparable fcholar, and my 
mother, who has had much more of his com*- 
pany than I have, is quite charmed with him. 
I cannot fay" that he takes the way of making 
his court to my father ; for he is very high- 
minded, and won't flatter. The firft night of 
his coming we had mufic 5 with fome perfua- 
fion he accompanied me in a concerto : to my 
aftonifliment I heard a perfect matter on the 
violin-; and it was a compofition he could 
never have feen before. His performance 
charmed me fo, that though I was forbidden 
to-fing, I was determined he fhould accom- 
pany me in one of my beft fongs r he did it 
with fuch delicacy of tafte, and fupported me 
with fo fine a fymphony, that his tones per- 
fectly infpired me, and I was never fo much 
in humor with my own voice before. O 
Nature, had you not done enough, but Art 
mud add this accomplifbrnent'to make him 
irrefiftible ? 

When my father went back to town, he 
left Mr. Arundel with us. It was from thence 
your haplefs friend muft date her forrows. He 
was our fole companion -, all around us was 
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retirement, filence, tranquillity, and a feafon 
which confpirqd with love to aflail my too fuf- 
ceptible heart. What qualities, what fentiments, 
what talents, did I then diicover, as his charac- 
ter unfolded itfelf to my obfervatiSn ! He con- 
verted, he read — Oh Jane, there is the very 
foul of harmony in his voice. He walked 
with us, he amufed us with a thouiand various 
refources, he inftrufted us by a thoufand va- 
rious ways, but with fuch modefty of nature, 
with fo pure a mind, with an underflanding 
fo enlightened, yet fo void of pedantry, with 
manners fo refined, and with a countenance-*** 
Oh heavens ! I Jball never took upon bis lifo 
again* 

As for me, feeing, as I do, the impaffable 
gulph that is between us, attracted by nature, 
repelled by fate, I ftood gazing like a felf-dc- 
voted viftim on the very brink of ruin, mea- 
furing with my eye the infurmountable barrier 
that parted us for ever. Sometimes I was 
defperately impelled to the attempt ; to perifli 
in the gulph, methought, would be a fpeedier 
confummation of my mifery, than languilhing 
on .the bank till fufpenfe and difappointment 
ended me. Sometimes I invoked a nobler re- 

folution 
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folution to my aid ; I took counfel of my 
pride - x I brought into review the nobility of 
my birth, ray rank, my fortune, all the fplen- 
dors of life, that awaited, and even folic ited 
my acceptance. Shall I lower my ambition 
to take thought of a dependant ?. (hall I de- 
fcend to fuch. obfcurity I Grant for a mo- 
ment I were abjeft enough to ftoop from fucb 
a height to fuch a depth, how fhould I fup- 
pott the terrors of a father's wrath ? how fhall 
I face him, whofe mildeft look never yet re- 
laxed from its authority, whpfe very fmile 
awes me into fubmiflion ? I dare not do it y 
be the confequences what tftey may, I can. 
die* but I dare not diibbey. 

Fortified with thefe reflexions, and mad? 
reiblute even by my fears, I turned afide, an£ 
fought relief in folitary meditation -, I confined 
myfelf to my chamber - % I refigned him totally* 
to my mother, who feemed no whit lefs ena* 
moured than myfelf, though doubtlefs not 
with my degree of danger* not with my tu- 
mult of heart ; forbid it Heaven ! not wit{i 
my agony of paflion. — And yet— what am I 
fiying ? — No, (he is all ferenity and calmnefs 
—I am all ftorm and tempeft i the govern- 
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ment of her foul has ever been a model of 
perfe&ion, orderly, correft, chaftifed, and 
pure, without a fpot or blemiih: but mine, 
alas, my foul. — To you, my Jane, and to 
you only, let me pour forth my feelings. — 
What (hall I fay it is ? a whirlwind is too 
tame a word. — Ah me ! my poor head turns ; 
the tears gufh forth ; my thoughts are loft j I 
muft break off, and paufe for recolleftion. 

I'll not look back to what I have written. 
I am very ill, my dear Jane ; read me with 
pity, not with fcorn ; take me as I am, a 
creature fcarce itfelf. They tell me I muft go 
into the fouth of France for the recovery of 
my health : filly people ! what has fouth, or 
north, or any point of the compafs, to do 
with my health ? Can the air of Montpelier 
breathe peace into my heart ? Is forgetful- 
nefs the growth of France? Can the Alps 
fmother affeftion ? can they fcreen me from 
the vifion of Arundel ? Yet I will go into 
the fouth of France y to the fartheft land 
upon the globe I will gladly go, rather than 
meet him again. 

I never fee him now, though we are under 
the fame roofs for he is wounded, and I am 

wounded, 
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wounded, and neither of us can rife from our 
couches. Oh! execrable moi\fter, Sir George 
Revel! The murderer, to ftrike.his fword 
into the breaft of a defencelefs man ! Aflaffin, 
coward ! where was his heart, when he medi- 
tated the blow ? where were his eyes, when 
he directed it ? Could not the radiancy of an 
angel dazzle him? Could not the exprefs 
image of virtue overawe his impious rage ? 
The guardian fpirit of innocence turned afide 
the point of his weapon ; it glanced upon the 
fide of Arundel, and blood— -Jucb as angels 
Jbed — followed the firoke. 

I am ill again ; my brain whirls, and I 
run into mere rhapfody. I have done for the 
prefent. My dear Jane, adieu ! Love me, 
fpare me, pity me ! forget my folly, but re- 
member my affe&ion. Believe, that whilft.L 
Am myfelf, I am yours. Farewell, 
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LETTER XXI. 

Lady Loui/a G. to Lady Jane S. 

COON after I had clofcd my laft letter, I 
was feized with a profufe bleeding at the 
nofe : it frightened thefe good people/ but it • 
relieved me: my head is better, and my 
thoughts more colle&ed. 

There is a negotiation in advance between 
Mr. Arundel and that wretch ; my father is 
the mediator, and the firft article of the treaty 
conditions, that I fhall confent to receive pro- 
pofals from Sir George ; for you muft know 
the monfter is loving, and will do juftice, if he 
is well bribed for it. Is it not an honeft arti- 
fice to train him on in hope, till he has made 
atonement for his murderous affault? Can 
any thing be a criminal deceit, which faves 
the life of Arundel ? for the monfter is a duel- 
lift at all points, and loves fighting fo well, 
that he won't wait till his antagonift is armed, 
and is particularly refolute with his naked 
fword againft a naked man. Till this mat- 

5 ter 
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tcr is made up,. I won't ftir; when that is 
over— 

Hide me, y* caverns I cover me, ye Alps ! 

Montpelier as well as any other places any 
other place as well as Montpelier. 

A meflage from Arundel by my mother.— 
He is fhocked to hear I have had fo violent a 
bleeding. — Yes, Arundel! Tve paid you blopd 
for blood. — Your wound is healing, mine 
rankles at my heart. Poor fellow 1 he knows 
it not, he little dreams how mere a murderer 
he is. — He recommends a ftyptic, with which 
it feems the furgeon ftopt his bleeding. — I 
begged my mother to thank him for his con- 
cern about me, and affure him I had a more 
effeftual ftyptic in refource. It was an incon- 
fiderate anfwer, for my mother took the 
meaning inftantly, and burft into tears. Hea- 
ven prefer ve thee, my child, cried (he; may 
I never live to fee thy death ! — and then, 
thinking to raife my fpirits, fhe began to talk 
of Sir George Revel ; fhe flattered herfelf all 
things were now in a fair train to be accom- 
modated ; *Mr. Arundel was penetrated with 
my fituation, and would ftrain every point 

G 6 with 



13* ARUNDEL. 

with his uncle Sir Francis to acquiefce in the 
apology: he had even promifed, 'if the worft 
enfued, that he would never take a life, in 
which my happinefs was interefted ; he would 
fboner facrifice his own. — Miftakeri, generous 
man ! was this a ftyptic ?— Yes, it made my 
blood run back upon my heart. — At that 
moment a fudden impulfe feized me ; I for- 
got my refolution, and would have given 
worlds to fee him. I thought my mother 
feemed to underftand my wifh, or perhaps it 
was her own, for fhe divides the day between 
us. I enquired if he was recovering ; if he 
could rife from his couch without trouble j if 
he could walk from one room to another : I 
was then in my drefling-chamber, for I can- 
not endure the confinement of my bed. I was 
fitting ip my great chair oppofite to a large 
glafs that is placed between the windows ; I 
caught a glance of my pallid, faded face ; my 
fpirits funk at the fight ; I could not bear that 
he (hpuld fee me fuch a fpeftacle: I fup- 
prefled the wilh, and faid no more.* • 

My father is almoft frantic with vexation at 
my illnefs j he is indefatigable with Sir George $ 
he has reported the affair to the King, and 

received 



ARUNDEL. 133 

received his Majefty's command to forbid 
their proceeding to any further extremities on 
pain of his difpleafure. I hope this will filence 
the old General Sir Francis, and qualify his 
fiery fpirit 1 he is a moft profound courtier, 
and upon the beft terms with my father : he 
comes frequently to his nephew, but I believe 
his vifits do not promote his recovery ; at leaft 
my mother is of that opinion. 

Alas! my poor mother; fhe is far from 
well : my father bears too hard againft her on 
account of this unhappy rupture with Sir 
George : I know he has given her very angry 
words, though ftie is too confiderate of me to 
confefs it. Poor Arundel is no lefs out of favor 
with him on the fame fcore ; but as it is his 
intereft to footh him at this moment, he affe&s 
to fhew him much attention. 

Farewell, my dear Jane; my fpirits are 
lighter than they were ; a gleam of comfort 
comes over me, and I feel a tranquillity which 
I have hitherto been a ftranger to. Sleep 
fteals Upon me : welcome, fweet oblivion ! 
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LETTER XXII. 

Lady Louifa G. to Lady Jane $* 

• 

AFTER two hours fleep in my chair, I 
^ awoke with ftrength and fpirits fenfibly 
refrelhed. Surely my guardian angel, which 
had perforated Arundel in my dream, had de- 
fended upon my heart with healing on his 
wings : fo ftrongly were the form and features 
of that beloved youth imprinted on my mind's 
.eye, that when I awaked I looked about the 
room, and hardly could perfuade myfelf it 
was illufion : his voice was yet .left in my ear ; 
I liftened, all was filence ; I fpoke to him ; I 
folicited a reply ; it was paft j reality of hap- 
pinefs is not for me. Oh charming .vifion, 
how fhall I recall thee ? 

My mother crept foftly into. my room, and 
was overjoyed to find the alteration in my 
countenance fo-much for ,th*, better: flje %s 
my looks, before I had the bleeding, were fo 
wild and delirious, that they terrified her be- 
yond meafure. She don't like to talk of 

Arundel 
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Arundel to me, for (he believes I am at bit- 
ter ehmity withliirn on Sir George's account; 
yet (he brought me good news of his reco- 
very, which (he faid was fo far advanced, 
thar he could walk about his chamber with 
tolerable eafe ; that there was to be a meeting 
of the parties concerned for receiving Sir 
George Revel's apology; (he hoped foon to 
congratulate me upon all differences being 
accommodated ; but this (he believed would 
depend altogether upon Mr. Arundel's know- 
ing what my wifhes were in the cafe, and 
therefore if I had no objeftion to a (hort inter- 
view with him, (he knew he .would be .very 
glad to fay a few -words to me before the 
parties met; and in truth, if 1 found ray 
ftrength -and fpirits equal to < the • taffc, (he 
thought it might be a mutual. benefit to both 
parties, and prevent any further effufion .of 
blood. 

Oh my "dear Jane, what a trepidation (eized 
•my heart at this moment ! The vifion of 
Arundel was about to be realized. I took 
fome time to recover my felf ; and the^better 
to divert my mother's attention from the 
agitation I was. in, -pretended to adjuft fome 

little 
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little articles of my drefs, (my face was not 
now fo pale and languid as it was when I 
looked lad in the glafs) and having fettled a 
few other preliminaries, which female vanity 
cannot difpenfe with, I defired her Ladylhip to 
fignify to Mr. Arundel that I expe&ed the fa- 
vor of his vifit. 

She accompanied him to my door but no 
further: the moment was too much for me; 
I was alone with Arundel i the beloved image 
I had fceri in my dream, whofe words yet mur- 
mured in my ears, whofe tender careffes ftill 
imprefled a melting foftnefs on rnjrfoul, was 
now in perfon before me, and the fhadow was 
converted into fubftance. I funk back in my 
chair ; he fprung to my affiftance, and, gently 
taking my hand in his, demanded if he fhould 
call Lady G. to me : to this I replied — By no 
means ; pray, fit down, Mr. Arundel, and do 
not be alarmed for me : I have been a good 
deal weakened by the lofs of blood i we are 
fcllow-fufferers in that particular; but I am in 
all other f efpefts much better than I have been ; 
I think myfelf greatly recovered within theie 
few hours. 
I am overjoyed to hear it j but if the honor 

you 
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you have now indulged me in is 'to coft you 
any fufferings by the exertion it occafions, I 
fhall never forgive myfelf for having made the 
requeft. 

I (hall proceed to give you the fubftance of 
our dialogue, and leave it with you to affign 
the parts to their refpeftive performers. 

Mr. Arundel, I requeft you will confider 
your own fituation, and place yourfelf as much 
at your eafe, as if I was not prefent. It is very 
flattering that you fhould wiih ta come to me, 
as I am fure your motives cannot but be kind 
and friendly. If one of us is to fuffer by the 
exertion this occafions, I am much afraid the 
misfortune will be your's, for I fufpeft your 
good-will to me may have brought you out 
of your chamber too foon for your fafetjr. 

When I am in your fervice, Madam, it is 
not poflible for me to think of danger: — What 
I wiih to have now the honor of faying to you 
will I hope be underftood by you as dictated 
by the fineereft refpeft; if I feem guilty of. 
any prefumption in requesting this interview, 
I befcech you to believe it can only fpring 
from the intereft I prefume to take in your 
happinels. I need not tell your Ladyfhip that 

the 
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the iriconvenience I fuffer at prefent is the ef- 
fe& of an accident, which took place in con- 
sequence of a certain mifunderftanding that 
originated at Spring Grove. Accidents of this 
fort are fo eafily fettled, tl^at there would not 
be the leaft occafion for the meeting which 
Lord G. has appointed here this day, neither 
ftiould I confent to be prefent at it, if I were 
not given to underftand that your Lady (hip 
has fomething more than general wide* for aa 
amicable termination of all differences. 

I have indeed, Mr. Arundel, very earneft, 
.very anxious qr\es. 

You Thrill flop me if I proceed too far, but I 
wiih to make myfetf corre&ly underftooc^ 
without trefpa(Ijng op your delicacy : I muft 
beg to be more particular— I have been told 
you are interefted in the confequences that 
may enfue — 

Heaven only knows how much. 

Indeed ! . that's ftrong— but I refpedt your 
fincerity. I am thep to conclude, Lady Loui- 
fa, from what you have been pleafed to tell 
me, that were I tp purfue my refentment againft 
Sir George Revel to the extremity, which 
would naturally refult from fuch tranfa<5tions 
as have pafled between him and me, I fhoukl 

. . put 
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put a life to hazard, that is dear and valuable 
to you, 

Mr. Arundel, I will not forfeit the fincerity 
you are pleafed to commend in me j 1 confefs 
you would put a life to hazard, was you to 
meet Sir George Revel in the field, that is 
dear to me. 

It is enough. Madam ! I am fatisfied. 

Dear to me beyond exprefllon, valuable 
above all earthly confiderations. 

I am fully fatisfied: all my refei^tments,, 
however juft and natural^ are for ever buried 
in my bofom; there they fhall fubfide, no? 
ever endanger the happy obj$6t, you have ho- 
nored with you love. Oh 1 that he may prove 
worthy of his happinefs !•— *I now for the firft 
time very lincerely rejoice that I was not armed 
when he attacked me, that I had no fword in 
my hand to return that death upon him, which 
he aimed at me. 

Had you but feen his countenance whilft he 
fpoke thefe words !— -Where was his intelli- 
gence, that he failed of applying to himfelf 
thoft equivocal anfwers I give ? Where was 
my refolution, that I did not boldly turn upon 
him thofe awakening words— Tbou art the 

man ? 
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man ? Generous Arundel, dull only to thine 
own merits, blind only to a partiality in thine 
own favor, which in no other cafe could have 
efcaped thy notice ! 

♦ He made a paufe and caft his eyes upon me 
with fb penetrating a look, that I apprehended 
he had made a very interefting difcovery, and 
was fo thoroughly abafhed that I could not 
utter a word in reply to the very generous 
fpeech he had made me : he certainly perceiv- 
ed my cmbaraffment, though I had foon rea- 
fon to know he had not interpreted it truly* 
for he proceeded as follows : — 

What honor I may leave behind me in thi* 
affair I cannot pretend to fay, but I fhall have 
to reflect it is for your fake I am facrificed, 
and that reflection will heal every wound. I can 
break off from the world without regret, the 
Ihort acquaintance I have made with it will 
not coft me many fighs to renounce \ and there 
are opportunities enough for my choice, where 
I may have a chance at leaft of recovering my 
loft honor. 

Good Heavens ! Mr, Arundel, what can 
you mean ? what delperation- is in youc mini? 
You alarm me. 

Heaven- 
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Heaven forbid I fhould alarm you ! Be af- 
furcd, Lady Louifa, that whilft you are the 
prote&refs of Sir George Revel, he is in the 
fan&uary of an altar, that I cannot violate* 
Let him devote to gratitude the life you give 
him i let him dedicate it to thofe pure and de- 
licate attentions, which may conftitute your 
happinefs : if in any future time itihould come 
to pafs that to the injuries he has done to me 
he bafely adds an injury to his benefa&refs, in 
that moment my fword fl\all find him out, and 
die vengeance, now fnaothered, burft with 
double juftice on his head. 

Oh Jane ! I am undone in his opinion ; I 
fuffered him to continue in his ignorance, nay 
I had not power to undeceive him, though I 
had been ever fo willing, for I was now in no 
condition to reply : the tears ftanted from my 
eyes,; I trembled with agitation, I hid my face 
with my handkerchief, and threw myfelf back 
in my chair. 

He rofe from his feat uncertain what to do ; 

he came clofe to my chair as if to tender his 

affiftancej on a fudden he ftopt flxort and 

turning from me faid, that he was afraid he 

had exprefled himfelf very inconfiderately, for 

which he begged my pardon, 

I affured 
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I aflured him it was not fo$ on the contrary 
I -had heard nothing from him but what did 
honor to his fentiments; perhaps, added 1^ 
you have miftaken me in fome particulars, but 
time will clear up all things ; to that I muft 
refer you, and by that I truft I fhall be juftifiecl 
in your opinion. 

I hope, he replied, your Ladyfhip does not 
fulpeft me capable of fo much prefumption as 
to form opinions for or againft any refolutions 
you may think fit to adopt; I ihould be of 
all men moft impertinent were I to intereft 
myfelf in any predile&ions of Lady Louifa's, 
further than to follow her choice with my good 
wiihes, wherever it may lead me ; but though 
I cannot prevent thofe wifhes from Springing 
in my mind, I can and will prevent their es- 
caping from my lips, and I folemnly aflure 
you that not a fyllable of what has now pafled 
lhall ever tranfpire from me. I am now go- 
ing to receive Sir George Revel's apology* 
totally indifferent as to what it may be, deter- 
mined only to extricate your mind from its 
anxiety on his account. 

And can you not fuppofe that I am an ene- 
my to duels upon general as well as particular 
motives? is there any thing in nature fo bar- 
barous 
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barous and favage, fo oppbfite to every prin- 
ciple of juftice, humanity and religion ? Should 
I not be in fome degree an acccflfary to the fa- 
tal corifequences that may be expe&cd to en- 
fue, if I foiled to employ that influence for 
your preservation, which I owe to your volun- 
tary bounty? When you kindly inveft me 
with a power over your refentments, by which 
I can prevent the efftfion of human blood, 
would it not be criminal in the extreme if I 
negle&ed to exert it"? Aflliredly it would; 
vand therefore, Mr. Arundel, I repeat to you 
my moft <earneft entreaties to accept of the 
atonement, which Sir George Revel is prepar- 
ed to offer, by doing which you will relieve 
me from unlpeakable agonies, and reftore me 
to my health and fpirits. 

Is there any thing, exclaimed he, I would 
not do or fuffer in fuch a caufe ? From this 
moment Sir George Revel and I have no 
quarrel $ and that we never may in time to 
come, itihall be my concern to provide againft 
all chances of our ever meeting again : fo I 
do but hear that you are happy, I cannot be 
•an enenjy to the man, who makes you fo. 

So faying he difappeared, and left me to re- 
flect 
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fleft upon the pious fraud I had been prafti- 
fing ', my thoughts fluctuated alternately from 
pain to pleafure without obferving any regular 
and determinate courfe j I accufed myfelf for 
fufiering hirn to depart under an impreflion, 
that muft degrade me in his opinion ; but of 
this I foon acquitted myfelf by refle&ing that 
but for this impofition, there would have been 
no poflibility of prev^pting the duel, and I 
took >cr edit for having now done as great a 
violence to my feelings for his fafety, as he 
had done to his honor for my repofe. 

The day I hope is not far off when Arundel 
fhall know whofe was the life fo dear and va- 
luable to me, and for whole fake I fuffered 
all thefc terrors. Farewell. 
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LETTER XXIIL 

Ctuntefs of G. to the Hon. Mrs. Dormer. 

Y ° W R letter, my dear friend, alarmed 
me. Is my heart better known to you 
than to myfetf ? Am I in this danger and not 
confcious of it ? am I in love with Arundel ? 

It is time indeed to recolleft myfelf. Where 
am I ? On a precipice^-and yet methinks, if 
this were fo, your friendly voice would call me 
back, not urge me forward, as you now feem 
to do. Had I indeed defcended into the vaie 
of years, where life's paffage becomes fmooth 
and even, and where no rocks nor precipices 
obftrua the traveller, ftijl fome prudence would 
be neceffary to avoid' the traps and pits that 
folly digs even in that level path : but if I 
have only turned the fummit of the bill and 
m not yet landed at the bottom of it, lhould 
not I, who afcended with credit, be cautious 
to defcend without difgrace ? 

Surely then you treat me either with too 
mnch confidence or with too little care 

VoL ' L H ' your 
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Your letter is a dangerous letter for a wife 
to read, whofe mind is adtuated by refentment 
oh one hand and by love on the other. You 
have riot only ftudied the French , writers fp 
clofely, but lived fo long in their country, that 
methinks you are become a kind of advocate 
for their matrimonial fyftem, and plead for the 
propenfities of woman's frail nature with as 
much ingenious fophiftry and as little folid ar- 
gument as the beft of them. 

Will you believe me when I tell yqu I did 
not fee Arundel for fix hours after I had read 
your letter ? I paffed that day in reviewing 
and examining the ftate of my heart* aiicl i 
began to flatter myfelf into a perfusion . that 
you had decree^ wrongfully againfl; it. I found 
a thoufaad natural excufes for. the weakne ft I. 
had given way to, when I had my firft. intern- 
view with Arundel after his wound s . I was 
theji exhaufted and affifted by. the reproaches 
of Lord G. ; Louifa's illhefs kept my fpirits in 
continual alarm * and the; fpe<5taete which 
Arundel prefented to my fight was peculiarly 
affefting. In this manner I accomnfcd with 
myfelf for the little cojiimand 1 had over my 
feelings at a certain crifis, which I was fijfrnly 
perfuaded would not happen any more. 

Elated 
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KJatecl with the iflue of tfiis felf-e^amination, 
I took up your letter with an air of fatisfac- 
tibn, and gave it a more attentive perufal thart 
Before, Svhen I had read it with timidity and af 
certain confeious reproach. 

. It Toothed my agitated fpirits, it lulled them 
into fecurity ; And what is this fear-creatcc? 
phantom, faid I within myfelf, which I. have 
railed up to alarm me ? why Ihould I not in- 
dulge this pleafing partiality for a deferring 
objefd ? and though I may no longer call it a 
maternal affeftion> yet I'have the authority of 
a judicious friend and the teftimony of a clesltf 
con&ience for pronouncing it to be an 'iffiu>~- 
tentW. ; 

1 ftfere I muft break off, as Arundel has de- 
fired to lee my daughter, if her health permits, 
beftite the parties meet for fettling this affair* 
\vlth\Sii 8 George Revel. Louifa has had a* 
long' "fle^p and waked much refreffied by ft;: 
Ihfi tionfents to fee. him j I will continue <my 
letter when their interview is orer. 



Arlindel is now ih conference with Louifa, 
To what purpofe fhall I any longer keep vp 
a referve and diffemble with my own heart? 

II 2 %vh/ 
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why fliould I difguife from you the pleafure I 
received in the few moments I have now palled 
•with Arundel after the long intermiffion, which 
my fcruples- had impofed upon me ? The very 
fight of him put all ^emonftrances to flight and 
lUenced my inquietude. Nothing fo gentle can 
be dangerous j there was a temperate dignity 
in his looks, that would have affured the moft 
ibfpicious, encouraged the moft timorous. He 
is the very foul of honor ; and if it is your 
pleafure to call my virtuous attachment by the 
name of Love, love let it be ! — lb long as vir- 
tue is annexed to it and you approve, what (hall 
I fear ? I wait his return with impatience. 

In the mean time let me reveal to you the 
very inmoft movements of my heart. — You 
chided me foe affecting to fhelter myfelf un- 
der the privileges of age, and at the fame time 
reminded me of a certain date; which 1 con* 
fefs does not remove me far beyond the con- 
fines of youth. I own to you I am flattered 
by your reproof, and not very much out of 
humour with my looking-glafs for depofing to 
the truth of .your calculation : neglected by my 
hufband and caft off from his attentions, I had 
ceafed to.confqlt it with any fatisfa&ion s but 

now, 
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now, fince I have perceived new paffions 
fpringing in my heart, and hare your privi- 
lege for indulging them, I furvey myfelf with 
confcious p!eafure, : and am glad to difcover y 
that, though mother to a full-grown daughter, 
I have ndt -quite made over my whole ftock 
of attradtions, but kept a refidue to animate 
the cold refpe&s of friendfhip, and infpire tfib 
fenfitive bofom of youth with thofe foft and 
interesting emotions, which quicken all thfe 
fprings of affeftion without difturbing the ro-> 
pofc of virtue. 

Like a reclaimed fpendthrift, I am now ma- 
naging the remains of a diminished property 
with more oeconomy arid care than ever I 'be- 
ftowed upon the entire flock ; and I can per- 
ceive that beauty, amongft many properties 
which have led us to compare it to a flower, 
hath this in common with all the deciduous 
tribe, that though its principal difplay of vege- 
tation is in the fpring, yet its energy is dill 
referved for what is called its midfummcr-flyect. 

Alas for me ! you can witnefs what a joylds 
fpring mine was; how little did he, to whom 
my bloom was dedicated, prize what he pof- 
feffed! and now from being carelefs, he is 

H 3 become 
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become morpfe: but let me not complain j 
and you> my friend, you muft not be too cxaft 
in ihewing me all my injuries : the' honor of 
a wife, whep depending on .no other (tay but 
that of duty,, is like a veflel riding at her (ingle' 
anchor, which in afmooth fea may hold i but, 
if a ftorm aflails her, is but a precarious fafe- 
guard from its fury. 

Arundel is now advancing fall in his r^qo- 
very, and my Lord, whofe great ambition; is to 
call . an unprincipled affalftji fon- in-law, la- 
bours hard for peace : the vaft. poffeffioas of 
Sir George Revel, not forgetting the weight 
of his parliamentary intereft, are merits ;fuf r 
ficieni, in his Lord (hip's balance, to snake hjs< 
fcale preponderate ; and my poor girl, whofe 
rcafon feems no lefs debilitate,d than . her con* 
ftitution by a round of pleafurable difljpatio/i, 
is as eager as her father to fnatcja the .gli^er-i 
ing bait, infenfiWeto the fatal,. the fnvenoift^; 
hook, which is lurking under it. In the ipeaq 
time I, who am a mere negative being, with- 
out influence and without effort, jxm fallen 
under my Lord's moft unjuft fufpicion as be- 
ing a medler in his meafures, and induftrioup 
to prejudice my daughter's nri)d againit thq 

proje&eU 
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projefted alliance with Sir George t truth b 
my witnefs, that firice the fatal' affair at Spring- 
grove, I have never once ventured tipon thi 
fobjeft with Louifa, nor is it likely that I ever 
fhaJL Though! have more than once maite 

thefe aflertions to my Lord, I fufpeft they 
have gained no great belief j for I arrrftraidy 
watched, and enquiries never fail to be made 
how often I have been with my daughter, hdw 
long' I fluid "'with her, ahd what pafled between 
its-, fo that I attend upon her no more tha» my 
ikkf <riaturaUy requires of me, and § on thbft 
occafiofcs am extremely guarded how I betray 
the leaft diflike of her connexion with Sit 
George. 

iFhus difcarded as I am from any iriterdffcor 
kuthdrity i A the eoneehrs of trty own family; 
under tHt! dityleifute of toy hufband, and tip- 
on refervfe* With my daughter, my fcle fe- 
fourc6 f, ts in 'the Society of Arundel. With 
him I fit, : by his tetidtr' attentions 1 am rfe- 

cohdifed t6 my fiti'iationi arid for thfe tim£ fof- 

. , * ... 

get how truly infigriifrcant I afti become to all 
the 'world buthimf: he fees how' totally I de-' 
pend "upon him \ and 1 canribt" J doubt * but 
my eyesi which dwell with fitch delight u^ton' 

H 4 his 
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bis countenance, have told him to convi&iort 
how devotedly ray heart adores him. Fami- 
liarised to :ej*ch other> he no longer treats me 
with that form and diftance which rank exacts 
from our inferiors on a firft acquaintance s ftili 
he is the only man I ever met* trho knows how 
to be familiar with elegance, tender with rc- 
fpe&, and perfectly at eafe without one trace 
of unpelfrenels. Good manners feemin him 
conftitutionally inherent, £>r they are never 
out of fight a fingle inftant : and through all 
the little fer vices, which my affiduity tp aflift 
him in his painful fituation k for ever offer-* 
ing him, not a touch, a look, a word beyond 
the limits of a modeft though affe ftionate ?re- 
ipeft have I once experienced frorq him. This 
gives me a fecurity in his difcretioa ; and i>ow 
that I have gained a confidence ip myfelf from 
the encouraging explanation in your letter, I 
have a privilege for indulging all thofe tender 
properties* which impel my heart towards 
the molt amiable of mankind, and make the 
moments that I pafs with Arundel fo inno- 
cently charming. With joy I have difcover- 
cd his approaches advance ftep for ftep with 
nunc* he now takes my hand in his, looks 

fondly 



A R U N D EL t SS 

fondly in my eyes, as they are either faffufed 
with tears of pity for the pain he fuffers, or 
brightened by the fmiie of gratitude and love, 
whilft he comforts me in my misfortunes, and 
in the accents of an angel counfels me with 
the wifdom of one. In ihefe happy moments 
I have feen the rifing colour overfpread his 
cheeks, his breath fluttering, and his^eyes fixed 

; ardently upon mine : believe me, my beloved 
friend, there is no terror in tbofe looks-, his 
bofom is the repofitory of honor, his heart is 
tender, but it is pure withal ; there is a digr 
nity in his nature, an inherent power within 
him that keeps thofe paffions, fo rebellious in 
fomc brcafts, under perfeft conrrool.in his : 
'tis then I truly venerate his chara&er; 'tis 
then I pay the tribute due to his exalted merit; 
'tis then I let him fee without refefve how 

. m ¥?fc * few and honor him. FaretfelL- 
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LETTER XXIV- 
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Countefs of G. to the Hon. Mrs. Dormer. 

T H A D fcarce fealed my lad letter when 

"Louifa fent to fay (he was alone, and wifhed^ 

to fee me.' Mr. Arundel had juft left her; it l 

was plain (he had been in tears, and her fpirits 

feemed extremely fluttered : (he told me that 

the converfation had been »very interefting : 

he had promifed her to accept of Sir George 

Revel's apology, (b that to-morrow it is to be 

hoped will fettle this untoward affair. " By the 

joy which (he expreffed on this account, and 

the gratitude (he feemed to bear to Arundfel 

for complying with her requeft, 1 am afraid* 

it is too clear that (he is decidedly attached ta* 

Sir George ; but as I am determined not to * 

meddle in an affair, which my Lord takes fo 

exclufively upon himfelf, I was careful to avoid 

the fubjeft, and (he did not incline to opea 

herfelf to me of her own accord. I was (brry 

to hear her fay that this amiable young man 

is 
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is fo much hurt by the, proceeding, and has 
put fuch a force upon his feelings by acquief- 
cing in the propofed apology, that he will 
quit our family and ftrike into another line 
©f life, though it is what I expe&ed from his 
fpirit. I mufl do Louifa the juftice to confefs, 
that fee appeared no left penetrated than my-- 
felf by this intelligence, and fhe was earneffc 
with me to try all my influence for diffuadingf 
him from the meafufe ; (he thinks he hinted* 
at the army, and as he is now upon terms with 
bis uncle, the General, this is not unlikely ; i£ 
my Lord does not withftand this, by all means 
in his power, or at leaft if he lets him go 
withoyt feme effe&ual mark of his fav,or x I 
fhall think it moft ungenerous behavior/ 

From he* chamber I paffed to Arundel's ; 
there I found him aldne in a very melancholy 
ftate of mind ; it was evident fomething had 
paffed of art unpleafant fort, J of which 1 made 
no enquiries, but fat down clofe to the couch, 
on which he had repofed himfelf : he feemed 
exhaufted and in pain; I took his hand in 
mine, and was beginning to count his pulle, 
when he withdrew it gently from me, and, with. 
a look of inexpreffible foftnels, faid— Why are. 
you thus anxious about an infignificant being, 

H 6 whom 
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whom to-mom>w you will be aftamed to ao* 
knowledge? Lady Louila.is incurably at-< 
tached ra Sir George Revel, and I am to*>- 
confiderate of her repofe, alarming W hct fii-' 
tuatioft feems to be, not to facrifiee my '*c-> 
fentment at her defire. When I refleft tbae 
your feeling heart will be relieved by the 
fame event, that gives eafe to hers, how cai* 
I repent of my promife £ but indeed this tafl* 
has been a hard one* and unlefs 1 had felt foi^ 
your refponfibilky in this affair, all that matt; 
can feel foi? woman, I couldnever have brought; 
my fpirit to fubmit t<* it; 

He turned his *yes upon me with* a mofi 
touching expreffion; there was a wearinefy 
and languor in his look that melted me. tot 
pity ; I could not anfwer him. He put his 
hand to his fide, as if his wound feemed to< 
pain him; I thought his poftiire was^ uncafy 
and I defired^e would fuffer me to affiftJadm 
in arranging it; for this purpofe I paffed my 
arm under his neck to raife his head from the: 
couch, and whiUt I *as fupperting it in this, 
manner, he turned his face towards me, and. 
my cheek dropt inftin&ively upon his* What 
a tremor then ran to my heart ! he muft have 

felt 
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felt its tjirauly h$ ,qwn,. jppa$ tira^appa^ 
rea$ly<£nJ8j|e4 no grower quiet,, for hia breath, 
fls»|€red, ^n4:A«.vhqle frame was agitated,. 
He took his hand from, his fide», and pafling 
it -round niy,.walfo Attained niq.tp .him with a 
gentle preffure. : : , A - 

r \Vbilft >bc-hdd : npc;ihiis inJiis embrace, I 
i?&. to: .him if) * whifpe*-*-Oh, Aryndel, let 
this.: virtuous endearment he the facr^d fcal 
of our friendship ! the love I bear you ia as 
pure as your own unblemifhcd honor * re- 
proach me not* for my indifcretion, if I now 
give way to the tendernefs that overflows my 
heart, but regard me r as r a gratefuj creature, 
who owes every thing to your .kindnefs, and 
who would be miferable in the extreme, if 
your pity did not chear her. 

Oh.! what muft be the man, cried he, who 
W infenfibie to this excellence, to thefe 

diaih*ts ? ? " . v ■ .~ 

r As Tie uttered thefe concluding words he 
^Iropt his head upon my flioulder,, and pref- 
fing me more clofely to him eagerly exclaim- 
ed—Save me, my deareft lady, fave yourfelf \ 
then extricating himfelf from the iitpation we 
were in, he took both my hands in his, and 

railing 
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railing them dtvoudy to bis lip$*^Go* died 
he*, moft amiable of womea, for the tore erf" 
Heavetf fee gone, before ! forfeit your efteem 
for even : 

Now what: db Jrotr think of youtf profelyte ? 
Had Arundel been as well tutored in ydur pre- 
cepts as I am) what would ntaW have been my ' 
fituation i O 'treacherous precepts,- to what 
perils hare you dxpofed me ! Farewclh 



•;■ i- ; 
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LETTER XXV. 

Arundel to Charles Mot (lake, 

*J* H I S filly duel is blown over, and there 
remain no difputes to fettle but what 
fubfift between you and me i L fuppofe we 
fhajl hardly adjuft them at the fword's pointy 
and yet 1. believe that is the only weapon at 
which I fib any match for you, 

HTwas a ridiculous convention ours j my 
Lord fpoke more fuo with great dignity, but I 
really cannot remember what he faid, and for 

the 
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the beft reafon in the world ; but I know ft 
little Tdoft thrown in the eyes of *is poor mor~- 
tals iibm xh$ hand of Maje0y r can* do ftraflge 

things, aye and fettle mighty feuds — • 

Hi mot us animorum at ^ tie b*c certamina taata : 
Pulveris exigui jaftu comprejfa quiefcunt. 

Cfti* good King, God blefs him ! Is a good man, 
and very xrorffidetate, ashU Lordihip" gravely 
told us, of his fubjefts lives and limbs j but I 
cannot help thinking, in all due deference, 
that he will cruelly mifpend his pains, if he 
fuffers himfelf thus to be drawn out as middle 
man in every hot-headed brawl that is ftarted 
in his kingdom, 

A notable wife juftice * of peace, "whom \ 
knew in our. county, ufed to compofe fquabblei 
between his neighbours by telling the parties at 
ajyord, that jf they could not fettle theirdif- 
ferepejes on the fpot, to betake themfelvts to 
the ring in his court-yard, arid fight iv fairly 
out ; but if they were willing to agree, let thefrf 
go down to his cellar, and (hake hands over a' 
tankard, 

-Something of this fort might pais at our 

cabinet for what I know j a board of French 

* • • marechals 



i6o ARUNDEL. 

xnarechals would probably have decided for 
the duel, but it was thrown over without a 
diftenting voics in our council. I dare fay- 
Sir George uttered a very well-penned apo- 
logy, and I make no doubt the author, of it 
fat clofe at his elbow to prompt him : to do 
him juftice, he had got it well by heart, for he 
feemed to run it off pretty glibly ; but how it 
run, and what it was, I really cannot take upon 
myfelf to tell you, as I am afraid I was then 
rather impolitely engaged with a wondrous 
paragraph in the morning newfpaper of an 
extraordinary genius for eating ftones — thank 
my ftars, thought I, here is one fellow found 
who has as ftrong a digeftion as I have ! — As 
loon as the worthy Baronet had doled his pero- 
ration, I afked the two officers, who were wit- 
nefTes of the aflault, and now prefent on my 
part, if they had attended to the words which 
the gentleman had been repeating ? They had 
ftridly attended to them. — Were fliey fuch as 
they thought I might be fatisfied with, and yet 
retain their good opinion ? — They were fuch 
as would very honorably acquit me to the 
world. — Then, added I, there is no occafion to 
give die Gentleman any further trouble. — They 

afked 
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aflced me, if I would infift upon the apology 
being printed? — I replied, that I had no am- 
bition of being the fubjeft, or even the author 
of fuch a publication, and therefore hoped it 
would not go to the prefs. And now my Lord 
made a kind of farewell ipeech to the court, in 
which his Majefty was again remembered with 
all, due reverence, and fomething very prettily 
brought in about the calumet of peace, to pur 
great' edification* the apologizing Baronet 
made his bow, I fhopk my friendly officers by 
the hand ; and To, my dear Charles, there is an 

end of xhe matter— 

, . . . ...... • « ...... 

-" * Solvantur tabul*. 

I might wdl have proceeded 6ne word fuf- 
ther in my quotation, which would nattmil- 
!y apply to fo ridiculous a confutation 7 for 
healing a man T s body with a few fyllables, but 
in trutli my temper did not fiiit for Jaugb- 
ter, however well calculated the fcene might 
bz to pr6voke it;' — for you will obferve I 
have not mentioned Sir Francis Arundel as a 
party prefent 5 read the following apology. 

" Etear 
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" Dc ar Nephew, 
Cf My heart is broke by the fatal event of 
if this morning: my beloved, my only foa 
" has fallen a victim to "honor, and loft his 
" life in a duel. I conjure you therefore, by 
" all that is facred to man, follow not his 
kc fteps, but accept the atonement, which will 
" be offered you this morning. Let me not 
" be bereft of you both : you are now my 
cc laft hope, my heir, alas ! and rauft I add 
%t my bnly fon ? . 

, " Pra. AkwhdeiJ* 

f * ' • • »♦ « 



Here is a melancholy cafe in point for your 
argument againft duelling. I never faw my 
confin hut once in.tipy life jjie was a.fijie per- 
fonable young rn^n^ but had ^ air of uncooi* 
moa -ferocity and Iwightinpfy^ and Teemed 
very ambitious of i being employed in riiy 
affair^ but by no mean? in a pacific capacity, 
I whifpered one of the officers,, and -found he 
was. informed of T the event ; he faid the de-* 
ceafed was clearly ^in the fault,, anjid that it 
was a very,, frivolpus affair about a com- 
mon woman. 1 find myfelf able to be car- 
ried 
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ried to my uncle's houfe, which is not ifar 
off* and fhall prepare myfelf to. make my 
candolances; 

As there is no doubt but this, cornpromtieof 
ours will foon bring about a marriage between 
Lady Louifa and Sir George, this houfe 'Will 
noJopger be an agreeable refidence for. me ; 
nor can I think of keeping up any conneftion 
with the. father-in-law of fuch an afiaffio $Jfor 
to fay the truth, my dear Charles-** <.; ., .; A 

H<eret lateri lethalis arundo. 



LETTER XXVI. 

* * % 

Arundel to Charles Mortlak^ 



> 1 



T HAVE been carried to my uncle's houfe, 
and bore the motion of the chair much bet- 
ter than I expe&ed. 

Poor man! this misfortune- has broke him 
down : I never faw a greater fpeftacle of 
m fe' 

Is 
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Is it an obfervation founded in truth, that 
thefe high fpirits fink under their forrows 
more than men of ordinary paffions ? lam 
apt to think mod extremes in nature are 
Hearer to each other than we are aware of; ac 
leaft they feem to hold a very good £orre- 
fpondence together, though they refide at & 
diftance. . . 

Our meeting wa3 very diftrefsful : he threw 
kk arms round. my neck and gave vent to the 
vehemence of his grief : ftrong gufts of tears 
and heavy fighs by turns broke from him, and 
at intervals his face feemed to fuffer a kind 
of convulfive twitching, that looked very 
alarming. 

He eagerly demanded if my affair was com- 
promifed, and when I aflured him it was, he 
cried out, — I thank God for it ! two vi&ims 
to that curfed praftice of duelling would be 
too many for one morning, and for one fad 
heart to furvive. You fee me here, nephew, 
a miferable man, at the end of life bereft of 
my Only child, who has facrificed himfelf to a 
fafliion, to a freak, to the (tart of a moment; 
he is taken from me in the prime of his days, 

unprepared 



ARUNDEL- 165 

unprepared for death, in the heat of paflion, 
upon a foolifli quarrel for a worthlefs trollop : 
What will become of me, if you do not flip- * 
port me in my affli&ion and fill up the place 
of a fon ? 

You will naturally fuppofe I faid every 
thing on this melancholy occafion, which mj* 
heart could fuggeft for his fatisfa&ion and 
relief. 

Yes, nephew, continued he, you muft 
be now my Francis Arundel, my fon, my 
fole fupport. Be kind to me, be an ho-r 
nor to the name you bear, and take example t 
by the fate of your unhajppy coufin. I feel 
lome awkward fymptoms, which convince 
me there is no time to be loft in making my- 
fclf ready for my call : I have fcnt for my 
lawyer and fhall not fteep till I have put the 
laft hand and feal to my will. You are the 
only Arundel of the generation under me now 
remaining of our branch; you are therefore 
my natural heir, and as fuch I fhall inftamly, 
adopt you- Your uncle John, who is now at 
&a, has ever been a kind and loving brother 
to me j he is a noble, gallant fellow and an 

honor 
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honor to his profcffion, but at his time of life 
there -can ber no likelihood of Ms marrying, 
therefore I fhall charge your eftate with fuch 
an annuity to him, as in his plain way 1 of 

r 

living will fupply all the comforts he can' wifh 
to -enjoy. Of your father you muft forgive 
tnt if I do not fpeak. 

. I am forry for the caufe, I replied, -artd 
I wifh it was in my power to be a mediatdr} 
but I truft that time and milder ferititaieftts^n 
both fides will effeft that reconciliation 'whidi 
I have not the prefent prefumptibn to under- 
take. I hope, notwithstanding, that you \vill 
allow me to • inform my fathfcr in genfcfAf 
terms of all which this fatal mormng has pft>v 
duced, fo far at leaflr as it affefts me. 

Do as you like, cried he, do afc you like* 
in that particular, but do not talk to* tty& 
about it ; I will have no concern ot corre^ 
fpondence with him. As for myf$f, I can- 
not expert to laft long, and probt&fy fhaH* 
give you the flip upon very' (hort notice; 
therefore, my dear boy, as> we have beeh tticr 
l&ng eftranged from each other, kt me hope we 
fhall not be feparated for the remainder of my 

$ days j 
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<lays$ and as your fortune now places you far 
above dependance, I fuppofe you will not he- 
iitate at detaching yourfelf from your prefent 
fituation with Lord G. 

To this I ftrove to make a;fuitable and be- 
coAring reply, acknowledging my obligations 
for the bounty he intended to beftow on me 
in grateful terms, without running into any 
fulfcme proteftations : I (aid I was both ready 
and defiroqs of attaching mylelf entirely to his 
perfon and feryice from, henceforth, and I 
hoped the period of our acquaintance to come 
would be much longer than he feemed to ex*. 
§>e&. With refpeft to Lord G. I had fuch 
ftrong reafons jto wifli myfelf out of his fa- 
mily, that J fhould obey his commands with 
. the greateft pleafure, and would feize the firft 
opportunity for taking leave of his Lordfhip 
and all further connexions with him. 

I fee nq neceflijty.for that, faid my uncle $ 
for, though you will find yourfelf in affluence,, 
you may avail yourfelf of Lord G.'s introduc- 
tion for becoming a man of bufinefs, by which 
you niay be an a£tive and ufeful member of 
the community; and this leads me to remind 

you, 
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you, that by the fatal event of this morning 
there is a vacancy in my borough, and as I 
believe you are juft of age to take you feat, I 
propofe, with your good liking, to bring you 
into parliament. 

I will not take up your attention, I . ft- 
plied, at this time, by giving you all my 
motives for wilhing to detach myfelf from the 
politics and connections of Lord G. •, I flatter 
myfelf they are fuch as you will not cpndeayi 
me for : and in the fame fpirit of independence 
you will allow me to declare, before you take 
any ftep for bringing me into parliament, 
that I ihould hold myfelf as a traitor to my, 
country and a difgrace to your name, if I coul4, 
confent to enter upon that truft, but as a free. 
and unbiafied member, not wedded to any, 
party or opinion, no follower of Lord G, r 
nay permit me to add, and be not offended at 
my plainnefs, not even of you my benefe!!^, 

A gleam of joy fparkled ia his eyes 91 1 
faid this ; he rofe from his feat* took me cpr- 
dially by the hand and immediately cried out. 
—That's right, my good boy ! I fee you $re. 
a true Arundel j henceforth you are ipy £qiu 

—The 
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— THe gleam was momentary; his feature* 
fell, convulfion ftiook his face— Ah me ! he 
cried, and funk again into his chair, cover- 
ing his cheeks with both hands, as if- to ftop 
their motion, or at leaft conceal it from my 
notice. 

It was a piteous fight and affe&ed me ex- 
tremely. I thought it was bed not to take 
notice to him of the diforder he was too 
vifibly in, and therefore to divert his attention 
I began to tell him of the match Lord G. 
was making for his daughter with Sir George 
Revel, at the fame time obferving to him 
that it was impoffible for me to be cordial 
with the father-in-law of a wretch, who in the 
rnoft dishonorable manner had attempted my 
life j for though it was true I had made .peace 
with him, I was determined never to make 
acquaintance either with him or his con- 
nections. 

Well, well, faid my uncle, take your own 
meafures and be your own mafter in all re- 
fpe£ts : it was fo I treated my poor unfor- 
tunate fon, and fo I fhall treat you. I defire 
you will command in this houfe, for I fiiall no 

Vol. I. , I more 
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more concern myfelf with the affairs of this 
<world, when I have once completed the deed 
that is to put you in pofleffion ; it is fit that I, 
who am haftening out of life, fliould retire 
from trouble. If you are determined to have 
no further connexion with Lord G. I do not 
wifh to enquire into your reafons ; fo long as 
you adopt them I am difpofed to think them 

■juft. * ": 

Here his fervant came to announce the 

lawyer's arrival ; upon which he defied me to 
return to Lord G. and communicate to him 
as much as I thought fit of my affairs* aad as 
foon as my health permitted to take pafifeffioa 
of his houfe, where he flioukL give orders for 
jtw reception. Confult your furgeon how- 
ever, added he, and do nothing raftily to en- 
danger your health. 

Here we parted : and thus have I given yoa 
the particulars of a fudden and extraordinary 
revolution in my fortune, which changes the 
whole fyfrem of my life and opens a new pro- 
fr>e<5t, flattering indeed to my ambition, but 
.awful to a mind which forefees the trials it has 
io undergo, and trembles for the refponfibility 

whicji 
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Which muft accompany ftrch unmerited good 
fortune. Farewell. 



LETTER 1 XXVII. 

Arundel to the Rev. Dr. Arundel. 



T HAVE the painful: talk of informing you, 
that- Sir Frarais Artandel had this morning 
the melancholy account of his fon's being 
killed in a duel. I have vifited him in confe- 
quence of his misfortune, and am forry to add 
diatKthev violence of his grie^feems to threaten 
him. witlt very alarming fymptoms. I fubmit 
tQf you whether it may not be advifeable to 
make a journey to town upon this occafion : I 
will flatter myfelf that grief will not lofe its 
property in. his inftance, nor fail to foften the 
arfpcrity of his mind towards a brother, whofe 
nature I am allured is thoroughly difpofed to 
peace and reconciliation : no efforts on my 
part fhall be omitted to prepare my uncle's 
heart with thole healing impreffions which 
• . v I 2 may 
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xrxsiy dilpofe it fpr the happy return of bro-i 
jtherly love and affe&ion. 

Sir Francis has been pleafed to fignify his 
intention of making me his. heir, and propofes 
my immediate fucceflion to the vacancy in his 
borough, which the unhappy ev:ent of this 
-day has occafioned. Thefe favors have been 
accompanied with arequeft, that I will live with 
him in future, which will of courfe incapacitate 
me from any longer attendance upon Lord G* 
Tbefe commands I am now preparing to 
obey, and fhall yery foon take leave of my 
prefent lituation. 

I have been fomfc time confined by an acci- 
-dental hurt upon one of my ribs, but am Co 
well recovered of it, that I expe<5fc in a few 
days to be out again. I hope you continue 
to enjoy your health j that you long may is 
the fincere prayer of 

Your mod dutiful* fon 

and devoted fervent. 



LETTER 
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Dr. Arundel ti) Francis JrundeL 

i y^HAT may be thofe properties of griefj 
wfrich you are fo well acquainted with, 
I am not ftudibus to learn, nor over-eager fo 
experience ; if you mean me to believe that 
grief will melt the marble of your uncle's 
heart, they muft be miraculous properties in- 
deed, and a great deal more than 1 (hali put 
my truft in. As for a journey to London 
upon the mere expectation of feeing this 
mighty miracfe performed upon your uncle, 
you muft excufe me if I do not hold it quite 
lb advifeable as you feem to think it - y nor is it 
altogether fo ealy and perfunftory a matter 
for me to undertake at my time of life, per- 
Iwaded moreover as I am,, that miracles bai/e 
ceafed. 

I am obliged to you for the offer of your 
intereft with Sir Francis in the way of recon- 

I 3 cikment; 
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cilementj, but are you fure I feek that recon- 
cilement ? arc you fo well fatisfied with your 
own great powers of perfuafion, that you c$n 
by the charms of your rhetoric convert the bard 
rock info the/pringing well f Is there no deli- 
cacy previoufly to be obferved towaids rpy 
honor, which perhaps may not willingly coa- 
defcend to owe that reconcilement to the: in- 
fluence of a third perlbn* which jny own me- 
rits could not command ? You may inherit 
your uncle's property, Mr. Arundel, but I 
envy you it not> if you take his pride into the 
bargain, and with it any portion of that ira- 
ferifibiliry towards my feelings, which with 
his other pofleffions feejps in this inftance to 
have devolved upon you. 

Though you may in time be found the he£r 
of his eftate, remember at the fanpe moment 
I, if living, am the heir of his title. Where 
is the provifion to fupport it ? Am I to 
crouch to you, like the defendants .of the 
aged Eli to the child Samuel, for a piece <tf Sil- 
ver and a morjel of bread •, and fhall I fay, like 
them, Put me Iprqp thee into one of the priefts 
offices, that I may eat a piece of bread ? No* 

Sir* 
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Sir, I am a prieft already,, and have juft 
enough to purehafe that poor diet without 
your help; and Sir Jofeph Arundel (If ever 
that fhall be my title) (hall ftill toil on in the 
humble office of a parifli prieft, nor crouch 
for a fingle morfel ef thofe rich endowments, 
which have palled over his hoary hairs to fall 
upon the giddy head of youths 

But I mufl: revoke that word, when you 
take your feat amongfl: the fenators and elders 
©f the ftate. Happy nation,, to be fo wifely 
governed, and thrice happy conftituents, who 
are to confign their intereits to fo grave, fo 
competent, fo experienced a reprefentative ! ' 

You are pleafed to telhme that your uncle 
has defired you to live with him,, and aban- 
don the fituation in which iTTy intereft placed 
you with a noble and powerful patron : and 
you have obeyed his commands ; obeyed them 
without reference to me; joined with my 
word enemy, deferted .my bcft friend, and 
this by the commands of your uncle ! If my ' 
commands go for nothing, might you not have 
paid fome little attention to my wilhes ? 
Might you not have ftopt to hear them, to 

I 4 enquire 
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t enquire of them, to know at feaft what it fs 
your father wifhes^ and then it would have 
been time enough ta obey what your unclfe 
commands* 

You fay you have been confined by an ac- 
cidental hurt upon one of your ribs \ my informa*- 
tion is that you have been fighting a duel-* 
you can beft tell which is the truths You may 
have had your uncle's commands for this alfo; 
he has been a man of war from his youth, and 
dearly he abides the paflion he has- ajways had 
for blood : the judgment has- fallen uppn his 
own.houfe \ he that /mites with the /word JbaH 
perijh by the/word. In this, as in the rel;n>- 
quifhment of yotfr patron^ you have hot 
waked even for my wifhes ; for it is not likely 
that I fliould recommend a pradtice, which 
though ftamped wkh the fpecious name of ho- 
nor, violates the laws of God as well as.rrjan. 
If then I. am founded in my faft, and this 
hurt on your ribs, which you lighdy terrn acci- 
dental, is in truth a wound you have received 
from the fword of a duellift, I can only re- 
mark, that"" you have taken a very convenient 
way of throwing your . faults upon chance * 

which 
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which being but a flendcr carrier, will I am 
afraid in time be To much overloaded by you, 
as to fell 'under his burthen. 



ILETTER XXIX. 
Lady Lout/a G. to Lady Jane S. • 

T Have now the happinefi to inform my dear 
Jane, that this horrible fufpenfe is over, and 
Mr. Arundelhas accepted Sir George Revel's 
apology. But think not that my fears afe 
over, my forrows at reft ; no, they are of the 
Hydra generation, and feem even to multiply 
by amputation. In the firft place, my impa- 
tient father has opened upon me already, and 
ih this ftile he has difcourfed — 
f? Well, Louifa, I'have at laft* brought this 
young maa* of ourY to reafon ; our friend Sir 
<5eorge Revel has condefcended to make him 
ia very handfome apology, and he with a great 
;i deal'6f very haughty indifference has conde- 
ftthded to accept of it. I believe hi my con- 

I 5 faience 
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faience the fellow's head is turned by the 6wv 
tion I have raifed him to ; but I fcali take his 
pride down a peg or two before long, A - . 

I "have never been able to difcover.any prjdc 
in Mr. Arundel. 

Pooh ! what fignifies whether you have dis- 
covered it or not ? I tell you thefe academics, 
when they have fluffed a little Greek apd Latin 
tinder their caps, are as vain as peacocks y but 
I (hall pluck fome of his fine feathers, I car* 
tell him. It will be fome years before I fhall 
(land in need of the father's fervices again, and 
it will not be mtich fooner that the foa wilt 
ever be the better for mine. 

That n>uft be as yourl^ordihippleafes.ibvtr 
fuppofe we cbufe lome fubjeft more agreeable 
to talk upon. d 

* WeU recollefted, my dear ! and wh^t. fubjeft J 
can be more agreeable, than the affair we hav£ 
in view refpe&ing Sir George Revel ? Yo»,t 
fee what a fine gallant fellow he is, elegagjt ia 
his figure* manner* and addrefs* quite a mat* 
of the world, a finifhed gentleman ; travelled, 
fpeaks the languages, drefies well, entertains 
well, dances well ,- gives the fafliion^ fplendjcl t 
in bis engage, worfhipt by. all the fine- women. 

about 
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about : town, and inconteftably the firft match 

in point of fortune now in the kingdom. 

I am told indeed he is very rich.- 

* Rich, child! there is no end to his property 

in land and money : then his boroughs— I ve- 

rily believe he has intereft, if well managed, 

to command eight votes in Parliament at the 

foweft computation. Sir George Revel's poli- 

titfdl weight is, exclufivc of all other confident 

tions, a very great thing : hitherto it has beea 

thrown into the oppofing fcale, and if he and' 

his members had not very handfomely feceded 

from the divifion of yefterday, we of the Mi- 

niftry fhould have loft the queftion, fo nearly 

w£re we balanced. Thefe, Louifa, are only the 

&ft fruits of his attachment ; the profpeft oi 

ft* alliance with my family has already made 

nim neutral, there only wants another ftep to 

convert him into? a, friend. Yfcu fee, my dear, 

how the fether is iridebted to the daughter's. ' 

charm*;- and therefore, taking all thefe confi- 

derations into my view, I find-fc many things 

oonfpire to reoommend him to my good 

liking, tfcar, high as I hold your pretenfions, 

I oot only givt you my content to purfue your 

inclinations by marrying Sir George x Re ve}^ 

- h 6 but 
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hut-oiuft fairly: confefe it is become the warmeft 
wilh of my heart that you. fliould do fo- 
. Being ill. prepared on the fudden to evade 
this, pointed attack, I very imprudently an- 
fwered that I believed my. mother did not 
think fo favorably of Sin George Revel as his 
Lordfhip did- 

Your mother think Y cried he^ ffarting mp 
in a rage — your mother think not fo favorably 
of Sir George! what right has (he to think aft 
all about him ? Do you fuppofe your mother's? 
opinions are to weigh with me ? Who is your 
mother, that fhc fliould think for me, and whor 
am I? Did I raife the daughter qf a plaia 
country gentleman to the rank, of. a Countcfs, 
to fill her head with notions that (he is to dire<5t 
the interefts, the alliances of my family ?. A 
fhall foon teach her a better underftanding of 
her duty j and! defire you will, not pay tk& 
leafi: regard to what lhe thinks in, disfeyor of 
Sir George Revel, when- 1 peremptorily and> 
definitively declare for him; 

I was now fo much alarmed for the mifchief 
I had done, and for the ftorm of paflion and 
reproach, which I had unadvifedly drawn down 
upon my ppor fuffering ipqtter, thatl was tfe- 

bating 
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Bating with myfelf in what words to declare to 
fiim my own fixtand derermined'averfion from 
the match he propofed ; but his looks were fo 
flirioiis, that they frightened me from my pur- 
pofe; and I did not ventdre upon any thing 
more than to befeech him in the moft earneff 
manner not to let my mother fuffer his diC 
jfrleaftrrefor what I* had feid: I fclemnly allur- 
ed him fhe had' never ljx>ke a word in Sir 
George's difpraife, flnce his Lordfliip's anger 
abotit the affair at Spring Grove ; on the con- 
trary I protefted, and with truth, that flie hacf 
always held a language entirely conformable, 
to his~ Lordffiip's withes, ever fince fhe had 
known' what thofe wilhes were; dnd'that il 
would make me the moft miftrable of beings 
fo bring trouble and reproach upon her, only- 
becatifeT fu£pofed that (he pofflbly might not 
have- altered' her opinion of the man, thougfr 
flie-had changed her way of fpeaking of him. / 
,,i; He-hafffcarce patience to hear me thus far^ 
when he cut me fhort, and in a tone very littte 
feftened by all I had been faying, thus re- 
fiimed his inve&lves ; — I know what your mo- 
ther has done, full weft, and I know what fhe 
&fno\V doing'; caballing with that Arundel 

againft 
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againfi: me and Sir George Revel : I fhould 
nor have been ar all furprifed if (he had gone 
rhe length of preffing him into the duel, had 
not the chaftifement he has already met with 
cooled his courage: Was ever fuch an affront 
offered to a man of Sir George's fort ? was ever, 
fuch an infolent mdfage fent by fuch an info- 
folent meffenger ? Thank my ftars r he has 
fmarted for it ; he has been pretty well punch- 
ed, and had not he ftopt where he did r he 
would have been completely provided for*, 
but Sir George's life was of too much confer 
quence to be pitted again ft a beggar. I will 
keep no fuch fellow in my family,, warm no- 
fuch fnake in my bofomj though he is a^ 
wounded one, he is venomous, and I will dif- 
patch him. Let us fend this inftant for your 
mother and her accomplice into the room, .and 
you fhall hear me give him Jus difiruflion.be- 
fore he* face;. 

He was actually going in hit rage to ring 
the bell, when I juft fummoned ftrength of 
voice enough to cry out — For Heaven's fake,- 
my Lord ! flop your hand ! my fpirits are fo 
exhausted, that if you proceed any further, I 
fh all faint. He paufe.d, looked at me, faw the 

fituation* 
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/Ttoation I was in, and in great hafte called my 
fcrvant : my mother herfelf was in a moment 
at the door and ran to my afllftance j my father 
walked out of the room j I had juft time, be- 
fore my fervant came to me, to fay in a low 
voice to Lady G. Alas r madam ! I have un- 
defignedly fet my father in a rage againfr you r 
my heart bleeds for you ; oh ! that I might die 
and be no longer the unhappy caufeof all your 
fufferings ! — My dear, dear child, faid fhe, be 
under no pain about me: your father's rage 
has no longer any terrors ; I flxaU meet it 
with perfeft compofure* — I fcaree know what 
foHowed ; after fome time fiie left me to the 
care of my woman, and went out of the room 
in tears*. 

Strengthen ray brain, kind Heaven I it is 
very weak ; it fhakes> it wanders : fuppore it, 
I irriplore thee, in that moment, when to the 
face of my enraged father I fhall reiblutely de- 
nounce feora and reje&ion to that wretch Sir 
George > and vindicate an unoffending* injured 
mother. Farewell I 



LETTER 
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*\ LETTE R XXX.. 

SCfo Hon. Mrs. Dormer to tfa Countefs of G. 



XT^OU are not half Co angry with me as! 
am with myfelf for writing you fo ificon- 
fiderate a letter. The fubieft feized me in in 
unfortunate moment j you know the warmth 
of my refentments, and can make fome allow- 
ances for an imagination at all times perhaps 
too volatile, but, when heated by fuch indig- 
Tiiries as your unfeeling Lord had caft upon 
the favorite of my heart, not likely to be re- 
ftrained within the bounds of prudence. 

I am a foolifti old" woman, who am apt to 
fpeak what I think, and write as I feel ; I am 
therefore always employed with my friends and 
correfpondents either in committing errors or 
atoning for them. Your conduft has been lb 
uniform, that I have fallen into fewer fcrapes 
of this fort with you than any body elfe ; you 
are not familiar with my abfurdities, and there- 
fore it was, that this appeared fo great. to you ; 

fome 
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fome of my more experienced intimates would 
only havdr Md — This is Jo like' Dormer — and 
thought no more of it. 
, You muft know in the firft place, I am in 
love with Arundel myfelf ; — in the next place, 
I am furious againft Lord G. — But no more 

jofthis folly; I am relapfing into it again. 
New if I had ever learnt the art to blot, I 

, would ftrike out this nonfenfical paragraph y 
but I go beyond Ben Jonfon in my love of 
Shakefpear, for I do not flop on this fide of 
idolatry ; I idolize even hts errors, and like 
Alexander's ^wry-necked courtiers, copy the 
inaccuracy, becaufe I cannot reach the fubli> 
mity, of his genius. 

Do you think I have lived fingle all my 
days only becaufe I could not find a hufband ? 
No, my dear Lady, in good Queen Befs's golden 
days, or fomething later perhaps, I made fome 

^noife in the world and had offers in- plenty, 
fome tolerable, fome intolerable; but, as Arun* 
del was not then born, and I could find no 
man entirely to my mind, I knew my temper 
too well to truft it to any one man's keeping 
for life, when it could hardly hold out for a 

. day* There were two things my fpirit was 

never 
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never proof againft; it could refift neither 
kindnefs nor unkindnefs; therefore I argued 
with myfelf thus — As it is the nature of thofe 
infidious animals callfd lovers to be moft al- 
luringly kind, and as if "has fometimes happened 
that thofe tirefome creatures called hofbands 
will be moft provokingly unkind, I fhall infal- 
libly pafs mylelf over from one to the other 
and probably forget to carry my reputation 
with me; for this reafon I. thought it beft ta 
have nothing to lay to either one or the other,, 
and thus it has come to pafs that with fome 
hard ftruggles,and now and then a- hair-breadth, 
efcape, with a great deal of reafoning and a 
good deal of repugnance, here I am at your 
command as veritable an old mard as moft are 
at feventy years end : how much longer I fcall 
hold out in this humour I will not pretend to 
fay, for I am coming up to London in all my 
charms, and if my fpe&acles fhould have the 
property of Archimedes's glafies, and fet the 
tender heart of Arundel on fire, it is all over 
with me j I fliall be found in the likenefs of 
Hogarth's old bride at the altar ; I may as well 
ftep into the frame at once and take my poll: 
in the print-lhops, for every body will know 
me. 

And 
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And now to be ferious. — The conclufion of 
your interview with Arundel threw me into a 
trenibling ; much as I lov« tender fcenes, I 
dp not wifh my real friends to be the per- 
formers of them. It is too like vaulting, on 
the rope, a paftime I was never fond of; a falfe 
ftep breaks the vaulter's neck: thank the 
fefes, you are fairly on your feet again ! We 
old gpflips, in whom the heyday of 'the blood is 
over, do as much mifchief with our prattle, 
as trumpeters in a battle by their clamour, 
when they fet folks a fighting, and themfelves 
keep clear of the fray. 

I fhall be heartily glad to hear that Arundel 
is well of his wound, and that wicked couch 
out of his chamber i it will not then be inpum- 
bent upon you to nurfe him any longer : there 
is not a more ticklifh office in nature than tQ 
befettling and arranging a young man's pof- 
ture on thefe charitable occafions, and adjuft- 
ing his head upon a pillow, when he cannot 
do it for himfelf -, I would as foon handle a 
wounded wafp* they feem dying, but they 
have ftrength to fting. 

I remember to have been in the fame pre- 
dicament with a lover of my own near a cen- 
tury 
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tufy ago ; the poor man had been in the hurt- 
dreds of Eflex, where he had caught the tnala- 
die du pays, and was chattering and fhivering 
in as compleat an ague-fit as ever came out 
of the fens : my foolifh pity perfwaded me? to 
vifit him ; I thought I could not have donck 
at a lefs dangerous moment ; he was as unpro- 
mifing and harmlefs a lover as you ever be- 
held 5 for my part I thought him' dying, and 
began to be fo full of commiferation and kind- 
nefs that I charmed away his ague fo effedtually 
that I was very near conjuring up a worfe 
enemy in its place. In fhprt, my dear Lady, 
I learnt enough by the danger I efcaped never 
to go a nurfing fick lovers any more. Face- 
welk 



LETTER 
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V » 

LETTER XXXI. 

&be Countefs of G. to the Hon. Mrs. Dormer. 

T T is impoffible to be angry with you long, 

becaufe you will not let me be ferious $ yet 
ferious I muft drive to be, for I have a melan- 
choly matter to relate. 

My Lord and I are upon the point of fepa- 
ration; I have had an interview with him, of. 
which I muft give you the particulars; as it is 
probably the laft I (hall have to relate, you 
will be more ready to excufe the length and 
djullnefs of the relation. 

My dear Louifa had rather unadvifedly let 
fall a hinttfi his Lordfhip that I was not of the 
fame way of thinking with himfelf in regard to 
Sir George Revel ; this made him furious, and 
all fhe could fay to allay his anger, and con- 
vince him that I had not pradtifed upon her . 
mind, was to no purpofe. 

In this temper I found him alone in his 
drefling-room, when he inftantly welcomed me 

with the enfuing falutation : — 

By 
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By what right, Madam, -do you prefume to 
oppofe my authority in this family ? How is 
it that you take upon yourfelf, knowing as you 
do that Sir George Revel has my approbation 
and full confent to marry jjjy daughter, how is 
it I fay that you take upon, yourfelf to hinder 
and obftruft that match, by feizing every fecret, 
underhand opportunity of decrying that gen- 
tleman's charafter and perfon in her hearing ? 
I would have you know, Madam, that thefe 
infidious pra&ices againft me fhall no longer 
be put up with: I will not facrifice my daugh- 
ter's intereft and happinefs to your whim and 
caprice ; nor, becaufe a paltry College- boy, 
whom I have too good-naturedly received as a* 
dependant into my houfe and family, has, been 
inftigated to affront a man of fortune and 
fafhion, and been properly chaftifed for it, mil 
I fuffer him to carry on a cabal under my very* 
roof, and effe6t that revenge by fecret mean v 
which he wanted fpirit to purfue in a more* 
open manner. 

Here his paffion coming to a Hop, I calmly 
anfwered — 

If your Lordfhip is now at leifure to hear' 
my anfwer, I will make it -, but if you have 

8 any; 
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any more charges againft me, I will wait your 
time, and then reply to the whole. 

I could perceive the firm and deliberate 
manner in which I addreft him., was what he 
did not expedtj he pretended however to pafs 
it off with a contemptuous fneer, and told me 
I might do as I liked; whether 1 anfwered him 
or anfwered him not was of very little confe- 
rence 5 he had made up his mind. 

If your Lordftiip has made up your mind 
againft conviftion, I replied, there is indeed 
but little ufe in my fpeaking at all ; but if there 
are fifch things as truth and honor in exiftence, 
I call them to witnefs that I have never once 
oppofed your wiflies for an alliance with Sir 
George Revel, fince the affair at your villa, 
for which I underwent your difpleafure fo fe- 
verely : I repeat to you, my Lord, in the mod 
folemn manner, that I have never in finuated to 
Louifa, even in the moft diftant degree, any 
thing to that gentleman's difadvantage. 

Then pray, Madam, what is your opinion 
of that gentleman -, I defire to know your real 
fentimentsoC Sir George Revel. 

No, my Lord ; there you muft excuie me ; 
1 have ftridtly done my duty in not oppofing 

the 
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the perfon you approve of; but fo long as my 
thoughts do not offend againft your com- 
mands, I conceive I have a right to keep 
them within my own breaft, and it muft be 
fomething more than inquifitorial torture that 
lhall force them from me. 

Upon my word you are grown very lofty 
on a fudden ; but as I know your thoughts full 
well there needs no inquifition to extort them 
from you : yes, Madam, I know your thoughts 
and I know your .counfels ; I know your en* 
mity againft Sir George, and I know the fo- 
menter of that enmity, A dependant I can 
eafily difmifs out of my fight ; but I would 
have you alfo to know, Lady G. that I will not 
fuffer even a wife to remain under this roof, 
who is fecretly plotting with an upftart crea- 
ture of her own training to poifon the affec- 
tions and counteract the welfare of my daugh- 
ter, in the moft eflential concern of ha* life. 

My Lord G. when you are pleafed to 
difmifs me from this roof, you will add very 
little aggravation to the cruelty I have too 
often experienced under it. 

Then leave it to-day, to-morrow, the next 
day-— as foon as you pleafe. 

Where 
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Where is it your pleafure that I (hould go ? 
I care not j any where but to Spring Grove. 
And for Mr. Arundel, your confidante,! defire " 
you will be prefent, whilft I give higi his dif- 
million — Having fo fa id he rung the bell, and 
a fervant attending, bade him tell Mr. Arun- 
del, if he was able to leave, his chamber, he 
defired to fee him immediately. As foon as 
the fervant was gone,, he faid to me, I defire, 
Lady G. you will not leave the room. I made 
no reply, and a filence enfued till Mr. Arun- 
del entered, leaning on the fervant's arm. 

There is fomething awful in the humun 
countenance, where courage and integrity re- 
fide ; but when thefe virtues are fet off with 
manly beauty, fuch as Arundel dilplayed upon 
his entrance, the fwelljng heart of pride will 
(hrink before it, and the tyrant .feel himfelf a 
coward. 

It was evidently fo with my infultingLord, 
whofe ftorm, fo loud before a woman, lowered 
itfelf into a fmall, ftill voice, which opened 
with an apology for bringing him out of his 
chamber, when the motion feemed fo. painful 
to him. 

My Lord, replied Arundel, I mufl: be much 
Vol. I. K worfc 
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T^orfe . before I fhould excufe myfelf from 
obeying your commands. 

His Lordfliip was hampered, and I dare ifay 
heartily repented of his undertaking, but Jris 
dread of betraying himfelf in my prefence, 
puflied him on the ftage and he began very 
lamely to open the fcene, as follows : — 

Mr. Arundel, I have a negotiation now go- 
ing on in my family, in which Sir George Re- 
vel is a party very intimately concerned j and 
though peace is now eftablifhed between you, 
yet, confidering all that has paffed, I think 
your longer refidence in this family can neither 
be agreeable to yourfelf, nor altogether convex 
nient to Sir George or me, ... 

Your Lordfliip judges with great delicacy, 
of my feelings, as far as your motives for wirtv- 
ing my departure arife from your confederation 
for me only : but, my Lord, from the urgent 
cy of ypur.meffage, aad thefe commands fol- 
lowing fo clofe upon my acquiefcence in Sir- 
George's apology, I fliould prefume you have 
other motives more preffing than my conve- 
nience, which now. induce you to lay thofe 
commands upon me. 

I told you fo, Sir, I gave you other reafons ; 

Ifaid 



ARUNDEL. ijf 

1 faid it would not be agreeable nor conveni- 
ent to Sir George, 

I dare fay it would not, my Lord ; but give 
me leave to alk if there was not another per- 
fon named, for whofe approbation I have much 
more deference than for Sir George's. 

Yes, I do not deny it, I did fay, and I fay 
it again, that it will not be fuitable or agreea- 
ble to me, 

I humbly thank your Lordfhip for tht* 
early proof of your fincerity j but I muft alfo 
appeal to your juftice * and, as it is known to 
my friends that I have had the honor of being 
admitted into your Lordfhip's family, I beg 
to know whether I have your leave and com- 
million to- tell them that I go out .of it with 
equal honor. 

1 fhall not commit my reafons to your re- 
peat, Sir, I fhall give them myfelf to your fa- 
ther and- your uncle Sir Francis, which are all 
the friends of your's that I am acquainted 
wkh. As for you; I have only to recommend 
it to you to return 4&aek to your ftudies at 
Cambridge and purfue a line of -life that you 
are more fit for. It is not for a dependant to 
enter into cabals, again ft his patron's connec- 

K 2 lions 
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tk>ns and interfere in the concerns of the noble 
family he is allowed to live in * the prudenpe 
and circumfpe&ion neceffary for fuch a ftation 
your books it feems have not inftrudted you 
in, and nothing but experience of the world can 
teach. The fituation I had intended to place 
you in, is a poft of confidence and. private 
tpuftj it is through your own fault that thefe 
kind intentions do not take place, and it would 
be only leading you into difappointment$, if I 
were to let you build any hopes of favor or 
promotion from me. 

I watched the countenance of Arundel, 
whilft this was paffing, and faw his eyes 
fparkle with fire at fome expreflions that 
touched him, and need not be pointed out .to 
your notice : the ftruggle he had within hinv- 
felf to reprefs hi$ immediate rcfentnpent was 
apparent, but after a fhort paufp, wjien.ipy 
Lord had done fpeaking, he m^dehim this 
reply: 

My Lord, I relinquifl* $11 hopes of favpr pr 
promotion from you without fuffering the isafl: 
difappointment; and Ihould chparfully <qijit ; a 
fituation, which is now become inqompatible 
with my prefent views iii lift, if it was not ac- 
companied 
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companied with a charge againft my chara&er 
of a very ferious nature, and which I am very 
fure I do not deferve from your Lordfhip: 
you accufe me of entering into cabals againft 
your connexions, and interfering in the con- 
cerns of your family. What connections of 
your's have I caballed againft ? What family 
concerns have I interfered in ? 1 am intitled 
.to my defence, my Lord, and therefore I de- 
fire you will ftate my guilt. 

The connexion I allude to, Sir, is that 
which I have in contemplation to enter into 
with Sir George Revel ; that as I take it is a 
very ferious concern j and I have too good 
' 'grounds for belief, not to be warranted in fay- 
ing* that you have been very hoftile to Sir 
George ; nay that you are fo ftill, and have 
taken every means in your power, jointly 
with the Lady prefent, to raifc prejudices 
againft him in that bofom where leaft of all 
they ought to take place. 

I fhall anfwer very plainly to every part of 
your Lordfhip's charge •, and firft, that I have 
been hoftile to Sir George Revel. It is fome- 
thing extraordinary, when your Lordfhip fees 
me here before you carrying the marks of that 

K 3 man's 
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man's brutal attack upon me, at a time I had 
no arms to defend myfelf with, that you accufe 
me of hoftilityj efpecialiy when I have re- 
frained from taking either perfonal or legal 
vengeance for the injury. My Lord, when I 
called upon Sir George Revel to explain fbme 
very x infolent expreffions he had treated me 
with under the prote&ion of your roof> I went 
to him in a peaceable manner, in my riding 
drefs, as I had difmounted from my horfe* 
without any weapon whatever ; and this I did 
from delicacy to his titration, knowing he wai 
then upon guard, and for the very purpofc that 
he might not be tempted to a violation of his 
duty,, or myfelf expofed to the imputation of 
provoking an officer under thofe reftri&ion* 
by the hoftility of my appearance, had I gone 
armed to the meeting. Was this a fymptom 
of enmity? or is this wound, which ftill dif- 
ables me, the proof on which your Lordfhip 
grounds your charge? Is the iflue of thrs 
morning's meeting, at which you yourfclf 
condefcended to be prefent, any mark of a 
refentful, hoftile fpirit in me ? A man indeed 
may pardon through fear what his heart -would 
prompt him to refent j but as I will not fup-, 

pofe 
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pofe your Lord (hip means to impute ftiy ac- 
quiefcence in Sir George's apology to cowar- 
dice, I do not fee how you can with any juftice 
derive an a£t of fbrgtvenefs from a lpirit of 
enmity. 

The fecond part of your charge is that 1 
am ftill hoftile to this gentleman : My Lord, 
if I am to regard Sir George Revel as one 
whom you are difpofed to honor by ybur alii- 
ance^ I (hall not fo far forget thcrefpeft due 
to your Lordftiip as to fay any thing more iu 
your prefence, than Amply to affure you, that, 
without bearing any hoftility to him, I have 
no define of any acquaintance with him. 

T*hc laft and tnoft ferious part of your Lord- 
ftiip s charge againft me, is that I have endcft* 
Toured to. ibw prejudices in that bofom, which 
I join with you in thinking ought to be kept 
facted, and which I do from my heart both 
hope and believe is truly facred, not only 
from the taint you allude to, but from all 
others of whatever defcription. No, my Lord* 
this charge I deny in the moft peremptory 
*nanner ; and whoever dared to abufe your 
ear with the bafe infinuation, is as falfe as 
hell itfelf can make a human creature. I have 

K 4 not 
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not that meddling nature in me, neither have 
I preemption to arrogate to myfelf any in- 
fluence over the Lady I am accufed of having 
tampered with. Once, and only once, i have 
had the honor of feeing her fince I received 
my wound, and thofe few minutes, (he will 
bear me witnefs, were otherwife employed 
than in prejudicing her mind againft Sir 
George Revel. It was becaufe I would not 
point my fword againft the man on whom her 
future happinefs may probably depend, that 
in thofe few minutes I gave up a refentment, 
which, with Ihame I confefs it, yeans would 
. not elfe have extinguilhed. I can only fey* I 
could have wifhed you to hear this from Lady 
.Louifa rather than from me -, but the injuftice 
of your accufation muft be the apology for my 
vanity. 

I muft trefpafs on your Lordffiip's patience 
with one word or two more. . There is a lady 
prefent, whom you have thought fit to aflb- 
ciate with me in this part of your charge i I 
fhould fuppofe, my Lord, when you honor 
me with fuch an affociate, you cannot mean 
to couple guilt with purity ; that would be 
4 moft unnatural league indeed, a guilty man 

with 
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with the moft perfeft of her fex, an incendiary 
in your family with her who is the blefling of 
it* Here then, my Lord, I offer no defence, 
fQr joined with Lady G. I can commit no 
crime; nor does your Lordfhip, when you 
bring her virtues into the fame affociation, 
mean to impute any to me $ I receive it as an 
acquittal . of the whole, as the higheft honor 
you can confer upon me, and am infinitely 
bound to you for it. 

You are very ingenious, truly, Sir, and have 
given me a fufficient fpecimen of the logic of 
your fchools ; but I have heard enough of it, 
and do not wifh you to put your imagination 
to any further efforts. I fhall write to your 
father, and as your uncle is my very good 
Jfriend, I mean to call upon him very ihortly- 
At prefent you will excufe me, as I have rather. 

v mpne important bufinefs on ,'my hands* than to 

vJifteji to your rhapfodies. 

Mr. Arundel upon this rofe from his feat, 

, and without a word more left the room : Oh, 
what an expreffive contraft is that countenance 
capable of ! the look he fixt upon my Lord, 

jwhat a look it was ! whilft my heart thrilled 

v#s he turned his eyes oa me y fuch pity, fuch 
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benevolence beamed forth ; I never (hall for- 
get it : whilft my fenfes laft, they will never 
lofe 'that impreffion : I became infenfible to 
Lord G/s cruelty ; in fhort, my friend^ I 
thoroughly defpifed him, and feeing him ftand 
confounded, fwelling with rage and (hame, 
irrefolute, abafhed, and not knowing what 
next to. do, I was willing to retire from fo 
mortifying a fight, and humbly demanded if 
he had any further commands for mc. 

Nothing to trouble me with. 

Had he refolved upon the place of my def- 
tination ? Stay, Madam, cried he, and at that 
inftant a fervant delivered him a letter; he 
opened it, and as he read it his colour chang- 
ed, he feemcd perplexed, and after a consi- 
derable time he faid, Did you know of this, 
Madam ? was you informed of this event in 
Sir Francis Arundel's family ? The letter is. 
from him. 

I affured him I knew of no event in Sir 
Francis's family; I had had no manner of 
converfation with Mr. Arundel that day, 
• 'Tis ftrange, faid he, your friend lhould 
not impart to you fuch good news, fuch a re- 
volution in his fortune : Sir Francis writes me : 

word 
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word he has loft his only fon in a duel ; that 
he has adopted his nephew, who has juft left 
ujs, and in very civil terms requefts of me to 
releafe him for a time atleaft* as he means.to- 
bring him into Parliament upon the vacancy . 
in his borough. This is a vtfry unexpefted 
event j I wilh I had known it a. little fooner ; Sir 
Francis has always been my very good friend, 
but I always underftood he was at enmity with . 
that branch of his family, which Mr. Arundel 
belongs to, and had no conception this young 
man was in 4iis good graces. — Oh ! my dear 
friend, what was then my tranfport, my exul-* 
tation ! — equalled by tfothing, unlefs by my 
Lord G/s remorfe and vexation. 

I am aftonifhed Arundel did .not mention* 
this, to me, continued my Lord, (talking to 
himfelf, becaufe he would not deign to addrefe 
himfelf to me, though it was plain he wiflaed 
to be anfwered.) I cannot think why he would 
conceal a thing of this fort ; it would have al- 
tered the cafe very widely ; I fhould have held 
a very different language to him 5 Sir Francis 
is the kfl: man in England I would wilh to of- 
fend; his fupport is very neceffary to us at 
thi& pinch > I have pledged myfelf.for.-hun* 

. K 6 and 
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and his other member to the cabinet : ten "to 
one but this angry young man will turn the 
tables upon me ; perhaps. he will be a fpeaker ; 
by the fample he has given me I fhould ex- 
pert it. — He was now thoroughly weary of his 
foliloquy, and therefore concluded by de- 
manding of me if I did not think Mr. Arun- 
del had talents to make an orator. 

So ftrange a queftion (hewed the incohe- 
rence of his thoughts, and I really knew not 
how to help him out by any anfwer I could 
give : I therefore firnply obferved, that I was 
no judge of Mr. Arundel's talents, but I had 
the higheft opinion of his principles, and made 
no doubt he would do himfelf credit in any 
ftation of life. 

. My Lord now applied himfelf to the bell* 
and bade the fervant who attended, go up 
to Mr. Arundel's room and fay that he would 
call upon him : the anfwer was, that Mr. Arun- 
del had left the houfe, and was juft gone out 
in a chair. 

. This was a frefli blow to my Lord, and I 
think I have feldom feen him fo difconcerted. 
I now made a fecond effort to go, but he again 
flopped me, for even my company was now, 

I fuppofe, 
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I fuppofe, fome relief to his own, at leaft I 
ferved him as a butt to vent his ill-humour 
u]kwi> and divert it in fomc degree from him- 
feif.-^And pray, Madam, fays hei how does 
your JLadyfhip account for this young man's 
not informing me of his coufin's death, and 
the great fortune that fo unexpe<5tedly de- 
volves upon him ? for Sir Francis, let me tell 
you, is extremely wealthy. 

I fuppofe, my Lord, replied I, as this event 
was no part of his defence, he did not think 
it neceflary to ftate it. 

In my opinion now, it would have been the 
very beft part of his defence. % 

Perhaps he was in hopes his integrity would 
have been fufficient for that purpofe, and did 
not chufe to be indebted for his exculpation to 
intereft, when he had innocence to plead, and 
the merit of a facrifice to the repofe of your 
Lordfhip's family, which I have no doubt 
coft him dear to make : in that light I re- 
gard his filence as one amongft many in- 
ftances of the great delicacy of his way of 



' thinking. 



Your Ladyfhip owes him a good turn, and- 

I perceive 



a0 6 A R U N D E L. 

I perceive you are refoived to be as ftout an 
advocate for him as he is for you. 

Here our convention broke off abruptly 
enough; hisLordflup fet out for his office, afld 
I wsnt up to my daughter* Farewell. 



LETTER XXXII. 

Lady Louifa G. to Lady Jane S* 

r\ N E of thofe unexpected events, which 
feems as if it was the fabricated incident 
of a novel, has juft happened, and Mr. Arun- 
del is of a fudden become heir to Sir Francis 
Arundel's great eftate by the melancholy ca- 
taftrophe of a duel, in which his coufin, a very 
fine young man, was fhot through the lungs, 
and died upon the ground. 

Oh my Jane, what agonies have I efcaped 
by the peaceable conclufion of this terrifying 
affair with Sir George Revel ! To you alone , 
i is 
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is the fecret revealed* for whofe fake thofe ago- 
nies were endured : Had then my eyes no lan- 
guage in them, when Arundel, in the bene- 
volence of his heart, made a facrifice of his re*- 
luftant fpirit to the prefervation of toy health 
and peace ? Alas, alas ! is it not too plain he 
does not think of me ? had he been a lover, he 
could not have wanted intuition to fpy out the 
fecret workings of my foul ; and it now wounds 
me to the quick, when I reflect upon this 
proof of his indifference. Nor is this all ; 
proof rifes upon proof, for had his heart but 
felt the flighteft touch of love, he never would 
have put his refentment afide to clear the paf- 
fage for a rival ; no, where love is in the cafe,, 
jealoufy will enflame even a coward againft 
his competitor, and Arundel's courage wants 
nothing to animate it* 

Oh, Jane ! how thefe reflections humble 
me* How falfe and foolilh is the world's 
flattery ! What avails it me, that I have been 
the bytt and gazing-ftock of all the daring 
vacant eyes in every public place ? Perhaps 
there is fome catching quaint caprice about 
my form, fome garifh fhewy ornament, that 
Nature has embroidered on it, which filly cox- 
combs 
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combs are trapped with, but which men of 
tafte turn away from with difguft. I can never 
be brought to think I have t any attractions, 
but fuch as I ought to blufh for,, when ,<I 
could draw to me only fuch a wretch as Sir 
George Revel, and repel Arundel ; 'tis plain 
that Virtue flies me, while Vice for its own 
•loathfbme ends purfues : I muft renounce 
either myfelf or Arundel ; I muft believe I 
am unworthy of his pure regards, or hold him 
for infenfible and blind. He. thinks, no doubt, 
that he made a mighty facriftce for my fake, 
when he put by refentment ; alas ! how much 
more have I done for him, when, to preferve 
his life from rifque, I fuffered him to thipk 
that I was fo depraved in heart, as to endure 
the addreffes of Sir George ? Whofe lofs then is 
greateft ? his, in being robbed of his revenge, 
or mine, who am ruined in his good opinion ? 
I have deceived him into my own deftru££ion. 
What is now to be done ? You will fay, 
perhaps, a fecond conference may fet it right : 
— a fecond conference is now no longer in my 
reach j he is gone for ever ; an angry fepara- 
tion has taken place between my father a#d 
him ; he has left the houfe never to return to 

it 
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it again : adopted by his uncle, he now lives 
with him, and holds no further correfpondence 
in this hoftile quarter. Shall I write to him ? 
No : if there is fuch a thing on earth as com- 
mendable pride, if there is fuch an obliga- 
tion exiftirtg as duty to a parent, I am now re- 
fponfible to thofe demands; in thofe fetters 
I am chained, and I would rather die than 
beg and be defpifed. 

There was a moment when I thought he 
felt fome little influence at his heart from this 
unworthy form : 'twas our firft interview ; 
my father brought him down to us at Spring- 
Grove j he prefented him to my Lady G. ; 
Arundel bowed refpe<5tfully,and addreffed fomc 
words to her, I know not what, but proper no 
doubt they were, and becoming : he ufhered 
him next to me, and then methought his eye 
befpoke a Hidden fenfibility, the colour came 
and went upon his cheek, and he was filent j 
but his look was eloquent and my refponfive 
heart held converfe in the fame mute language 
with him : I was not then, as now, a fpe&acle 
fo pale and fickly ; it was languor, not dif- 
eafe, and fuch a languor only as difpofed my 
heart to every foft impreffion : it was even- 
ing, 
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ing, a foft and tender gloom threw his fine 
form into that happy lhade, which gives the 
features a pathetic tint in harmony with aU 
the melting paffions of the foul — Oh, Jane, 
that moment was my fate $ he then exchanged 
a look with me, that funk into my heart ; it 
was then I found there is no metaphor in 
what the poets tell of love, I felt that he haa 
real arrows. My father called for mufic ; Why 
did he fo ? It is the food of love > and mihe 

Had Jiomacb for it alL 

I fung \ it was my favorite cantabile of S*fc* 
chini ; it was love again ; love in its moil: 
cxpreflive language. Arundel's accompany*- 
ment infpired me to acquit myfelf better than- 
ever I performed before : his tones were pitch - 
ed with fo much delicacy, they were the very 
echo of my vbice ; my father was enraptured* 
and I confds I never was in fuch humour* 
with myfelf. — But I am grown childifti afld 
prattle the fame rhapfody over again, which I 
have peftered you with in a former letter; 
bear with my weaknefs, gentle Jane S l • 

The next day took my Lord to town, and' 
Arundel remained with us, but night and fad 

refleftion 
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refle&ion had intervened; reafon had now 
conjured up a powerful and gloomy antago- 
nist in the perfon of Defpair, who was able to 
conteft the point with LoVe, and reprefented 
to rny mind a numerous train of impoffibili- 
ties ranged in dreadful array againft the hope* 
lefs paflion, that was taking poffeflion of me. 
Alarmed at the danger of my fituation, I no 
lohger invited opportunities of converfing with 
Arundel ; I even avoided his eyes as much as 
I was able ; I faw with pleafure that my mo- 
ther began to ehgrofs him wholly, and I never 
YfB$ a£arty in their evening walks : I dreaded 
the. fafcinating powers of mufic, and he, con- 
ceiving that the exertion was too great for my 
ftrength, never prompted me to fing. Muck 
of the day he palled out of doors with my 
I^ady in viffcing her confervatory, and in 
qfher rural occupations, which Ihe takes much 
delight in ; our amufement within doors chiefly 
confifted in his reading to us, and at thofe 
times 4 took care to employ myfelf with my 
needle, bellowing no more than the attention 
of one fenfe upon him: but even that fenfe 
was made aft avenue to Love ; Love could 
<*ven there flattt eyes* and though 
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at one entrance quite Jbut out, 
Shone inward. ^ - 

He gave us the pathetic novel of Lady Julia 
Mandeville •, What wcaknefs tempted me to 
feleft it for his reading ? The ftory was too 
appofite, the cataftrophe too touching. Could 
he want a key to the fable, when my tears 
were fo plain a comment to point out the ap- 
plication ? Where was his intelligence, if it 
efeaped him ? 

And now, my dearefi: Jane, I have loft 
fight of him perhaps for ever : now then is 
the moment to begin a noble effort, and found 
a refolution that (hall repair the ruins of my 
peace : I will forget him, — Stop, let me not 
promife too much ; I'll not attempt impoffibi- 
litiesi I will forget to love him: convinced as 
I now am, that he does not entertajn/a 
thought of me, I will call home thofe flight- 
ed affeftions, whofe forward tenders have been 
repulfed with fcorn: I have a pride of na- 
ture, that is the very palladium of my heart ; 
I will fummon every paffion to its aid, and it 
will be hard if fuch an army of allies lhall not 
be a match for one fmgle, unfupported propen- 

fity, 
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fity, however ftrong. Affift me at this crifis, 
my beloved ^friend, : encourage me with your 
applaufe, fecond me with your counsels, fay 
every thing.' for me, but on your allegiance 
breathe not a word for Sir George, — Afid 
-above all. things, if you love me,; and would 
\yifh to preferve my fenfes, utter npt a fylla- 
bje in prophane difpraife of Arundel, ; . 
Farewell. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 



Lady Louifa G. to Lady Jane S. 



• * 



AX^HEN I wrote to r you, laft, I was not 
aware that matters had gone to fuch 
lengths between my father and mother, as to 
make a feparation neceffary. Ever firtce that 
ijnhappy affair, at Spring Grove, my Lord has 
harboured fuch- refentment in his mind, and 
been fo obftinately refolved to believe that fhe 
ha$ been induftrious to prejudice me againft 
Sir George Revel, .that \a$i, jperfuaded no- 

Jf$^ ! l *-•'*>', thing 
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thing but an abfolute acquiefcence on my p&rt 
could have undeceived him ;. .1 mull have 
made a total facrifice of my happmefs to -have 
prcferved any tolerable harmony between jfly 
parents j but even this would have been a 
very precarious reconciliation, for the eflen- 
tials of love are wanting, and though my fa- 
ther's views might have been ferved by the 
match, I have reafon to know that my mother, 
would have been rendered infinitely more nfti- 
ferable by fuch a fatal meafure than by what 
has now befallen her, which though painful for 
the prefent, will fave her from many fufferings 
hereafter. 

You may think perhaps that I might have 
quaflied the difpute at on^e, by peremptorily 
refufing Sir George, and taking it entirely on 
myfelf; but believe me that would never 
have done, nor would' my mother hear- of the 
propofal when I dated it, alluring me that i& 
would only make my father more outrageous 
againft her, with the further- bad conference 
of reviving the affair between -Arundel and Sir 
George, who was only led to- make an' apo- 
logy by the hopes held out to him by tup 
father. 

I have however confided to her my inten- 
tions 
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tion$ with refpeft to that gentleman, and the 
joy and comfort which it gave her alleviated 
the pains of parting 5 fhe befeeched me to 
terriporize fome time longer, as well on her; 
own account, as to prevent an immediate rup*- 
ture between the parties fo newly reconciled* 
This you will allow is a delicate and difficult 
paitt for me to aft, but this 1 have neverthelefs 
promifed to undertake. 

You will be curious to know if I opened to 
her on the fubjeft of Arundel j I did not, and, 
without giving you all my reafons for being 
filent, I (hall only fay, that if ever I find it 
neceffary to communicate with her on the ftate 
of my heart towards that perfon, it will be beft 
done by letter after a time, and in abfence 
from each other. I know the ftrength of her 
mind, and the folidity of her underftanding : 
retirement and folitude, fo formidable to fomc 
fffirits, will to her's be falutary and reftora- 
tive- Then will be the time, if reafon cannot 
expel this hopelefs paffion, to confide it to 
her — ala3 ! to what purpofe even then ? 

I have not'leen Arundel finee he left us; I 
believe he gives up his time almoft entirely to 
his uncle, with whom he lives, and who is faid 

to 
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to be in a very declining ftate. I am aihamed 
to fay, that my father did himfelf no honor by 
die manner in which he treated him at part- 
ing; and what makes it worfe, he at that 
rime was not informed of the change in his 
fortune, but talked to him as to an abfolute 
dependant, and menaced him with ftirring 
up his father's difpleafure againft him. No 
fooner had he left the houfe, than a letter from 
Sir Francis revealed the affair of the duel, 
and of Arundel's adoption in confeqnence of 
it : then it feems my Lord was mortified in 
the extreme, and repented of his behavior ; 
and of fuch confequence is it to his politics to 
preferve a good underftanding with Sir Fran- 
cis, that I have reafon to believe, if my rho- 
ther would have undertaken to have made 
his peace with Arundel, (he might have made 
her own at the fame time. This I know for 
certain, that my father has beftirred himfelf 
very afliduoufly, in hopes of healing the 
breach, and has been with the General, * and 
no doubt with Arundel himfelf, for that 
purpofe. How he has fucceeded in conci- 
liating matters I cannot pretend to fay, but 
he hinted to me that he had obtained a re- 

fpe&able 
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ipe&able fituation for Arundel, if he chofe to 
accept it. 

My opinion goes with my fears, that the 
thing is irretrievable, and the more fo from 
the unjuft and cruel meafures, which have been 
taken towards my unoffending mother. 

What I fuffered upon parting from her 
n© words of mine can defcribe : her fpirits, 
thank Heaven, were greatly fupported in 
thofe painful moments by the aflurances I 
gave her with regard to Sir George Revel* 
She is for the prefent gone to Spring Grove, 
where fhe will pafs only a few days, till pre- 
parations can be made for her removal to a 
greater diftance, and a place provided for her, 
which fhe has chofen for her retirement, and 
for which fhe is now in negotiation, 
. My father has invited Mrs. Courtenhall to 
be with me in my mother's abfence. What a 
fubftitute ! Sir George Revel dines here to- 
day en familUy and I am to endure his hate- 
ful prefence. Farewell. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

Arundel to Charles Mortlake. 

• 

TWILL not relate to you the manner in. 
which Lord G. and I parted, as it refqrs , 
to matters of a domeftic nature, which I ne- 
ver troubled you with, and probably never 
{hall. The man is altogether fo contemptible, 
that it is impofilble for me to be upon any 
terms with him, though he makes ftroog foli- 
citation for it. My whole time is dedicated to 
my uncle, whofe love aqd kindneis to me to- 
creafe with every hour : he now talks of his 
{qn with a tender regret, but not with thoje 
paflionate gufts of forrow, which for foroe 
days he gave way to: in the mean time 
hi* health declines daily ; he has certainly had 
a paralytic ftroke, for his mouth, is - vifibiy 
drawn afide and his fpeech affe&ed, though 
we do not take any notice of it to him. 

Wait till you fee whether I deferve your 
congratulations before you offer them : in 

3 good 



ARUNDE L.' 119 

good truth, my friend, there is fo fudden 
a revolution in my fortune, and the world 
breaks in upon me with fuch a torrent/that it 
will be well if I can ftem it with any tolerable 
fteadinefs. If fate had fent me back again to 
thole beloved fcenes, on which my memory 
dwells with fondnefs, and where tranquillity 
and you inhabit, my lot would probably have 
be£n happier than it is likely to prove. How 
fhalt 1 preferve my integrity amidft ihe cor- 
ruptions of the world ; my underftanding in 
ther din of folly, or my religion in the com- 
pany of the prophane ? Be thou my guardian 
gefrius, and from thy untainted bofom convey 
thfc' fympathetic fpark to mine, which may 
awaken conference before too deep a deep in- 
vades it. 

But how is this to be done, if we are to re- 
main in ftich diftant feparation from each 
othftr t My feififh fpirit has been at work to 
derife the means of drawing you to me, and I 
pltfcfe myfelf with the hope that I have at laft 
{truck upon a preyed that will effed it. My 
uncle has a living in his gift, the incumbent 
of which is now dropping into his grave with 
age and infirmities ; the family manfion ftands 

L 2 in 
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in the parifli, and the premifes of the parfon- 
age communicate with Arundel Park ; it is in 
the fineft part of the county of Kent, upon the 
banks of the Medway, in a healthful fpot, a 
good houfe and a charming little garden. 
What do you think of it ? does it found as if 
it would tempt you ? if fo, I have already fe- 
cured the reverfion of it at your fervice. We 
fliall be near neighbours, if I live to fucceed 
to the poffeffion of Arundel houfe, where I 
mean to fix my ftaff. Your parifli is but 
fmall, fo that your human flock will not be 
more than the fhepherd of their fouls can 
watch over with his own eye. It is ejiough 
for me to remind you they are Kentifh- 
men, and worthy all the care you can beftow 
upon them. Don't attempt to take their batts 
from them, and I flatter * my felf you may pre- 
vail with them to relinquifli the brandy 
bottle. Were it not for this foreign enemy to 
their health and morals (the fatal confequence 
of illicit trade), what a people would they be ! 
A race. diftinguifh able above all their fellow- 
fubje&s for the beauty of their perfons, the 
dignity of their fentiments, the courage of 
their hearts and the elegance of their manners. 

lam 
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I am only afraid you will grow too rich 
upon your income, for it is beyond your fin?- 
plicity : but why do I fear this, when charity 
is at hand to take off all your fuperfluities ? and 
who can tell, Charles, but fome Naiad of the 
Medway may tempt you to the rafh unphilo- 
fophical aft of matrimony ? If that takes 
place, prepare yourfelf for a family that fhafl 
vie with the Patriarchs, for they have an he- 
reditary gift of breeding -and fulfil the primae- 
val blefling in its utmofi: extent. 

This fhall be a feparate letter unmix t with 
bafer matter^ for this is a fubjeft, which in- 
volves a great (hare of the happinefs, which I 
have now to expeft in life, and I fhall anxioufly 
wait your anfwer. 

I have other things to talk of, which are 
merely matter of communication, and therti 
you will receive in a feparate pacquet by the 
fame conveyance. Farewell. 
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LETTER XXXV. 

Arundel to Charles Mortlake. 

T Think I told you in the early part of our 
correlpondence that I was not fond of writ- 
ing about family matters, and telling long un- 
interefting ftories of perfons and things, which 
you are not concerned with and which I have 
no right over : I am not however fcrupulous 
to inform you that Lady G. has been com- 
pelled to a feparation by the ill-treatment of 
her Lord, who is prefling oq a match with Sir 
George Revel and Lady Louifa, and is pleated 
without any grounds to conclude that his 
wi flies have been traVerfed by her Ladyfhip, 
with whom he has alfodone me the unmerited 
honor to fuppofe that I have been in league 
for the' fame purpofe. 

This ridiculous man, who has not a trace in 
his mind that refembles juftice, unlefs obfti- 
nacy be onei had the abfurdity to charge .me 
with this to my face and in the pretence* alfo 

of 
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of his Lady. My part of the charge was eafily 
fettled, for I was foon out of his power, but it 
was not fo with Lady G. ; (he has been obli- 
ged to take refuge from his tyranny by retiring 
from her family, which Ihe actually put into 
effect the fame evening, and is now feeking 
that repofe in folitude, which in his fociety it 
was not poffible for her to enjoy. 

For that excellent Lady my heart will ever 
retain the warmeft gratitude, and it gives me 
unfpeakable pain to be raxlonger in.a capacity 
of paying her thofe attentions, from which Hie 
ufed to derive no fmall degree of confolation. 
I have taken every means in my power lince 
her departure of making known tp her how 
deeply I am imprefied with the remembrance 
of her kindnefs and condefcenfion, and how 
ardently 1 (hall feize every opportunity of roa- 
njfefting the truth of my profeflions; but I 
have not thought it advifeable in the prefent 
ftate of affairs to write to her, though I am 
vain enough to think it may be what ihe 
wifties. At the prefent moment her fituation 
is j. extremely critical* and I am under great 
anxiety on her account ; if her difficulties en* 
creafe and this injurious man continues to per^ 

L 4 fewite 
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fccute her with frefh infults, I lhall break 
through the referve I have'for the prefent im- 
pofed upon myfelf, and attempt whatever ho- 
nor, gratitude and friendfhip can fugged for 
her fervice. 

Lady Louifa's match with Sir George Re- 
vel is I fuppofe in a train to take place, and 
probably only waits the re-eftablifhment of 
her health : report is circulating it as a thing 
decided, but in that I do not place abfolute 
faith. If it muft be fo, may I be deceived in 
the prejudice I have taken up againft the man 
of her choice ! I know not how to think there 
can be any generous fentiments in that heart, 
which feems engrofled with pride and arro- 
gance ; at the fame time I am loth to fuppofe 
her capable of overlooking chara&er in the 
choice of a hufband, and of following either 
the mere impulfe of the eye, or the meaner 
motives, which the greatnefs of his fortune 
may appear to fuggeft ; this I am fure can 
never operate upon a nature fo liberal and fo 
noble as her's, and accordingly I muft believe 
(he difcerns feme qualities in her lover, which 
have not fallen under mv obfervation; and to 
own the truth this may well be, as I have only 

contemplated 
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contemplated him in the unfavorable moments 
of infolence and anger. 

' The day before I quitted the family I had a 
converfation . with Lady Louifa, which was 
very interefting, and if I had been difpofed to 
put % my own meaning upon certain paflages 
and expreflions, which were equivocal enough 
to encourage fuch an idle interpretation, I 
might have made a fine fool of myfelf truly. 
Yet if all that anxiety to prevent our duel was- 
the fole refult of her fears for the fafety of Sir 
George, any man who was a witnefs to what 
fhe fuffered might have fafely fworn that the 
firft moment of his releafe would have been' 
the firft of his happinefs alfo, inftead of which 
rqpany days have pafled and I have no reafon ta 
believe he is yet in poffeflion of her abfolute 
confent. 

Surely, Charles, it is* fair arguing to con- 
clude, that if he was indeed the objeft of her 
love, I, who in that interview appeared before* 
her 'as his antagonift, ought to have been the 
objeft of her averfion : yet this did not feem 
to be the cafe ; it is true (he had a point to 
carry, and that might lead her to ufe foothing; 
words in converting with mej but had there* 

L 5 beers 
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been that abhorrence in her heart, it is lefs pof- 
fible with her than with any body I ever met 
with to difguife her looks and. counterfeit a 
complacency (he does not feel. On the con- 
trary, I beheld nothing but the fweetett coun- 
tenance mixed with the mod affeding iadnefs, 
at all times there was a moft ex pre Give tender- 
nefs in her eyes, and once (he gave a loofe to 
her tears covering her beautiful face, to conceal 
from me the diforder (he was in. 

Thefe words in particular made an impref- 
fion upon me at the time fhe uttered them, 
and I have frequently revolved them in my 
thoughts fince as fomething too myfterious for 
me even to guefs at— Perhaps, faid fhe, ym 
have miftaken me in Jome particulars, but time 
will dear up all things ; to time I muft refer 
you , and by that I jhall be jujiijied in your opi- 
nion. 

If time, that is to be the interpreter of this 
myftery, fliould fhew me that Sir George is all 
this while following a falfe clue through the 
labyrinth of difappointment— Oh Charles !— 
but I will not indulge the idea — fhe muft be 
his, and I will detach my thoughts from her, 
and fly the fight of her when facrificed to that 

wretch> 
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wretch, as I would avoid the contemplation of 
a noble mind, when deprived of its reafon. 

Thefe ladies, mother and daughter, might 
almoft pafs for filters ; there is a ftriking fimi- 
licude in their features, and an expreffion of 
die fame paffions and affections in their eyes^ 
only at different periods of life and in different 
degrees of fenfibility. In the mother it is vi- 
fible that forrow has conspired with time tt> 
fbften down thofe fires, which nobody, who 
looks upon the daughter, can behold unmov- 
ed r the foul of Lady G. is of that penfive and 
feeling caft, which leans to retirement and thofe: 
tranquil fcenes of life, to which humble unaf* 
filming virtue delights to reibrt from the tu- 
mult of the world. The country is her paflion^ 
and in a private condition lhe might have 
tailed that ferenity, which her elevated rank 
only helps to deprive her of. Fortune feemed 
to have deftined her to thofe views, for whicb 
nature had fitted her difpofition, but an un- 
common fliare of beauty and the extreme ele- 
gance, of her figure in a lucklefs hour caught 
die eyes of Lord G. and the ambition of her 
parents devoted her to his arms. Oh Charles,, 
liow you would be charmed wiilv her Ibciecy t 

L. 6 How 
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Jiow curioufly hath nature mixed up the ele~ 
merits in her, that the contagious fphere, in 
which fhe has moved, could never fix a fpot, 
which even the microfcopic eye of envy could 
Jpy out and fay — Here is a blemijh. 

Lord G. who treated me with very little 
delicacy, when he looked upon me as a depen- 
dant, now fees me with different eyes, and an 
event, which does riot raife me one. atom in 
my own efteem, adds cubits to my Jlature in his 
way of meafuring mankind. In a time like 
this, when parties are fo nearly balanced, the 
proprietor of a borough may expcft a very 
low bow from a tottering minifter; and. his 
Lordfhip, who probably feels himfelf in that 
predicament, feems to think a little manage- 
ment may be necefiary to bring me back to 
my allegiance, and make me ftill the crea- 
ture of his purpofes. 

With this wife end in view he called upon 
my uncle, and began to round him with many- 
fine fpeeches, feeling his way cautioufly to dif- 
cover how much I had imparted to him of 
what pafi^d between us upon our laft conver- 
fation. He affe&ed to be fliocked,. when the 
General told him I confidered myfelf as dif- 

mifiect 
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miffed in the molt peremptory manner, and 
defired to apologize to me in perfon for any 
mifunderftanding that had taken place, pro- 
tefting that his intentions had ever been moft 
friendly towards me ; he hoped we fhould al- 
ways be upon good terms, and as he had been 
honored tf ith my uncle's fupport* flattered him- 
felf he might depend upon mine. 

To all this Sir Francis coldly replied, that 
he muft refer his Lordlhip to me •> he had dis- 
charged his mind of all thofe matters, and left 
me entirely to my own difcretion. 

This produced an interview between his 
Lordlhip arid me ; he addreffed me in a fine 
fpeech crammed with many courtly flourifhes, 
in which there was a mighty deal of conde- 
fcenfion, abundance of flattery, fome apology, 
many profeflions and no truth : it was pride 
that licked the duft. 

I anfwered him in as civil terms as I could 
ufe,. without committing myfelf in fuch a man- 
ner, as might lead him to believe I was.im~ 
pofed upon by his profeflions : I took care to 
remind him for my future juftification, that I 
had, happily for myfelf, never been in thofe 
confidential habits with his Lordfhip, as to tie 

me 
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me down from any meafures or opinions I 
might think fit to adopt hereafter; and I 
begged leave to affure him, that if I had not 
felt myfelf my own matter in thofe refpefts, I 
would never have contented to come into Par- 
liament» 

He now tried a new experiment, by propo- 
fing to me a fituation in the corps diploma- 
tique, where he could make an opening for 
me at Ratifbon, which he warmly recommend- 
ed as a firft ftep in the line, and for which he 
was pleafed to affure me that I was peculiarly 
well qualified both by nature and acquire- 
ments. 

To this I fhortly anlwered, that as I had his 
Lordfhip's own authority to refer to for ex- 
pecting no favors from him, fo I had formed 
my own refolution to receive none : he muft 
therefore excufe me if I declined any offers he 
could make me. 

Thus we parted,. and thus I conclude- Fare- 
well. 
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LETTER XXXVL 
Dr. Arundel to Francis Arundel. 

£VERY thing that I hear of your pro- 
ceedings aftonifhes me more and more. 

By a letter, which I have been honored with 
from the Earl of G. I am informed of the 
haughty and difdainful manner in which you 
have quitted his family ; and when he conde- 
fcended to court your acceptance of a fituation, 
that his intereft had provided for you, and to 
which your proudeft ambition would not have 
ventured to afpire awhile ago, you rejefted his 
favors with contempt. 

Is this the ufe you make of your new for- 
tune ? is this your gratitude to Providence i 

I fuppofe you will again tell me, you are 
obeying the commands of your uncle : to him^ 
who has adopted you, I commit you; I blufli 
whilft I fubfcribe myfelf 

Your father* 

Joseph Arundel. 

* LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVIL 

Francis Arundel to Dr. Arundel. 

T F you will credit the protcftations of a fon,. 

. who never yet approached his father with 
a falfehood, you will believe me when I afiiire 
you that I am as innocent of the charge con- 
tained in your laft letter, as I am of the duel, 
which you imputed to me in your preceding 
one- 

I cannot enter into a more particular de- 
fence of myfelf, as the charge confifts of afler- 
tions, which can only be oppofed by counter- 
affertions. 

- I certainly did decline Lord G/s offer, and 
though it was of a fort entirely incompatible 
with my prefent views, yet I am free to own, 
that if it had been in all other refpe&s defirea- 
ble, yet as coming from his Lordfhip I could 
in no- cafe have accepted it. 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 

1 

'The Countefs of G. to the Hon. Mrs. Dormer* 

Spring Grove. 

J. Have now advanced one ftage towards my 

exile, and am preparing to fet out in a few 
days for the place of my final deftination. 

There is a little village on the coaft of Kent, 
which I have fixt upon for my retreat : it has 
been a favorite fpot with me from my child- 
hood,, being about three miles from my father's 
houfe where I was born : it was part of his 
eltate, but being, entailed upon the male heir, 
now belongs to my firft coufin, who has very 
readiljbaccommodated me with the hire of it. 

This will be my afylum from a tyranny no 
longer fupportable. 

The bitternefs of parting from my Louifa 
was gready fpftened by the comforting expref- 
fioris, with which Ihe cheared my finking fpirits 
in thofe painful moments : — Oh my beloved 
mother ! faid the generous girl, the cruel treat- 
ment you unjuftly fufFer on my account cuts 

me 
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me to the foul; fubmit to it however with 
patience for a time, refign yourfelf to the will 
of God, and he will fupport you ; perhaps it is 
a difpenfation that will prove a bleffing to you 
in the end, and even now you fhould forbear 
to lament it, as it withdraws you from a fcene 
replete with forrows, and from an oppreffion 
you can no longer endure. The virtues of 
your heart and the ftrength of your underftand- 
-ing will fupply you with refources in your fbli- 
tude, and it (hall be my grateful taflc to relieve 
it by a continual intercourfe of letters, in which 
I will give you a faithful journal of my time. 
I truft my father's anfrnofity will not forbid 
my continuing to you thefe proofs of duty and 
affe&ion, without which our reparation would 
be intolerable to me. 

I leave you, my dear child, I replied with 
a bleeding hearr, comforted however by tfcefe 
dutiful expreflions, and penetrated by the ge- 
nerous and tender proofs of your atFe&ion : I 
leave you in a painful, perilous moment, in 
the very crifis of your fate j but I am <lriven 
from my duty, I do not defert it* If you 
marry Sir George Revel becaufc your heart is 
with him and your judgment approves of his 

chara£ler> 
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chara&er, I hope God will blefs you in your 
choice, and that I fhall find myfelf in an error; 
but if you take him upon any other motives, 
if your father's commands over-rule you, if 
the fplendor of fortune allures you, and the 
cry of the world provokes your vanity to be 
the richeft bride in England, I tremble for the 
confequences ; I protefl againft the deed. 

To this fhe replied — How I fhall regret 
you words cannot defcribe ; but if ever it is 
my lot to marry, it fhall be the firft obje& of 
my liberty to fly to your arms ; and be affured 
I will never unite myfelf to any man, whom 
yena could not love, and who would not love 
you* This reafon alone would have been de* 
ciGve againft Sir George Revel, had he been 
in all other refpe&s as much to be approved 
of, as I flow think he is juftly to be abhorred. 
-> What, cried I, what is it I hear ? Doth my 
-fcotfifa ctiean to fay that fhe will not marry 
Sir George Revel ? 

Never, fhe replied ; nor force, nor perfua- 
fion fhall prevail with me : I will die before I 
will do it. This has been my fixt determina- 
tion, from the firft, but I would not impart it 
to my dear mother, whilft fhe was afferting in 

her 
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her defence to my father, that (he had not 
communicated with me on the fubjeft. 

Generous creature ! faid I, then I am com* 
forted indeed j this fweetens the bittereft mo- 
ment of my life ; now I can part from my child 
with fome fortitude : and fo faying, I enfolded 
her in my arms and (hed a fhower of grateful 
tears upon her neck. 

Thus was I confoled by this amiable crea- 
ture ; and amidft the agonies I feel in feparation 
from her, I fupport myfelf by reflefting, that 
a young woman of her uncommon attra&ions, 
with great fortune and high rank to fet them 
off, cannot long remain fingle, and then my 
loft happinefs will be recovered : in the mean 
time, as my interference in the choice of a huf- 
band for her would only draw refentment upon 
me, and probably oppofition to her wifhes 
from my unfriendly Lord, it may be well for 
me to be abfent at this crifis. 

And now, my dear animated friend, dd not 
let this fecret of Louifa's determination againft 
Sir George Revel efcape from your lips ; do 
not fo much as endanger it by a hint ; for it is 
neceflary to temporize a little longer. 

Will you vifit me in my hermitage ? I am 

fure 



ARUNDEL. i 37 

fure you will. Your friendfhip is not of that 
holiday fort, which can only fliew itfelf in the 
funfhine of fortune ; you will not fly from the 
bottje of mourning, but will chear your widow- 
ed friend in her afflidtion. 

But remember, my good foul, there is one 
fubjedt that cannot chear me any longer: let 
the name of Arundel be profcribed in our cor- 
re(pondence henceforward -! Sport not with 
the feelings of your friend, nor let your roving 
imagination lead me any more over rocks and 
precipices, like a deceitful meteor in the night. 
I fly to conquer ; I fink into folitudethat I may 
teach myfelf to forget. 

Since he left our houfe I have never once 
fet eyes upon him,, nor hath he written one 
farewell line to me. It is well ! he refines 
upon propriety; he points me out the road 
which I muft take ; he is at once my precep- 
tor and my model. 

I have the happinefs to hear he is recovered 
of his wound : the old General, by the way, has 
had a paralytic ftroke, and is thought to be 
near his end; Arundel will then be matter' of 
a noble fortune ; he takes his feat in Parliament 
as foon as the writ can be made out. and I 

cannot 
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cannot doubt but he will do himfelf much ho-> 
nor in the fenate ; fen* he has genius, kaow« 
ledge and elocution, with every exterior grace 
of perfon— how captivating! A voice fo eat- 
quifitely tuned to perfuafion, Aat the ear, 
which lifteps to its harmony, of force. farren- 
ders up the foul of every one that hears it : 
his eyes characterize each pafiion, as it flufb 
within him; they beam with benevolence, they 
melt with love, they flafh with anger : they ps* 
netrate the heart ; who can refift them ? 
. I will rifque a prediction that his artillery 
will be pointed at my Lord perfoaaliy, at his 
party colle&ively ; and though 1 am not cu* 
rious after politics, I cannot avoid hearing 
from all fides that our cabinet totters. Be it 
fo ! I believe the beft wi(h I can beftow upon 
my defpot is that of a ipeedy diffolution to his 
power. Small minds are not made for great 
ftations ; they are intoxicated by authority! 
that virtuous ambition, which ftiouid iufptne 
diem to advance the glory of their country, 
beats not in their bofoms ; the paflion they 
feel is fpuriotis and illegitimate : it has the 
name of ambition perhaps, but it inherits not - 
its dignity nor property. The fervant of the 

public 
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public jKould have the diligence, fidelity and 
pun£hsality of a fervant in humble degree ; a 
petfbn, deftiucd by his office to refufe muiti- 
tudts where he gratifies one, fhould above all 
things ftudy die art of denying with a good 
grace: this demands an attribute which my 
unhappy Lord is wholly deftitute of, fuavity 
of manners : I even queftion if he is often 
lucky enough to gain a friend where he be- 
ftows a favor* I fufpedfc that he will fall un- 
pitied and defer&ed. When that hour comes, 
reflation may come with it, and if he then 
brings his paft conduft under ftridt review, 
the future may very probably fare the better 
for it.— Heaven grant it may! 

I have fbmetimes turned my thoughts to- 
wards a companion in my retirement, fome 
quiet gende foul, who will fympjrthize with 
my feelings, read, work, walk with me by 
turns, and wile away the languid hours in 
harmlefs converfation. But alas ! it is in vain 
to look for fuch a being : a gentlewoman fhe 
muft be, and I have fuch pity for decayed 
gendewomen in the chara&er of dependants, 
that I fhould be a fufferer by her fociety, and, 
inftead of finding comfort from her, be obliged 

to 
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to find it for her. I therefore give up that 
idea altogether, and determine to take with 
me only one young woman, who is at prefent 
an underling in my family, and feems a fen- 
fible good-humoured girl: (he fhall be my 
lady of the bedchamber, for my own Madam 
is too fine for the fervice, and has befides an 
attachment, which I cannot propofe to re- 
move her from. A houfe-maid and a cook I 
fhall hire in the country, as better for my 
humble purpofes than thofe of a town educa- 
tion ; one man-fervant I fhall alfb take of 

* 

rural ftock, and a gardener : this will be my 
eftablifhment j my pin-money will be my re- 
venue ; and fo— 

Farewell to all my greatnefs ! 

Adieu. 



o. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 



Charles Mortlake to Arundel. 



QUICK tranfitions of fortune aft upon the 
^mind as fudden changes of climate do 
upon the conftitution; the ftamina muft be 
ftrong that can bear them. 

You are fcarce entered upon life's drama, 
when mark how full of incidents it is become ! 
Whilft you are ftepping on the ftage, the fu- 
preme director of its movements draws off 
the fcene before you, and you find yourfelf in 
a pew fituation, in a new charafter. 

Prepare yourfelf therefore for an aftive 
part, that will try all your powers ; but above 
all things, my dear Arundel, let me recom- 
mend to you to confult the fpirit and fenfe of 
your, author \ enter into his defigns, be the 
faithful reprefentative of his mind, and don't 
lay out for the falfe and flattering plaudits of 
the theatre, by outftepping nature and vio- 
lating the chafte fimplicity of truth. 

Vol. I. M With 
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With all due fubmiffion to the mock ma- 
jfefty of Honor, who is the great manager that 
now feems to pitch the tone for all our young 
performers, I cannot fay that the difciples of 
his training are to my tafte* I think it is 
a falfe (tile of a&ing, and, though his fchool is 
in fuch high vogue, it is not there I would with 
a friend of mine to form and fafhion himfeif. 

I am miftaken if there is not a much better 
matter and guide, one whole inftruftions point 
to the heart, who can draw out the whole foul 
of the aftor into the part he performs, and 
fecure him an applaufe, when the drama clofes 
and the curtain drops, from that tribunal in 
whofe judgment there is no error. Let the 
current of prejudice run as it will in favor of 
Honor, may my friend ever be found in that 
happy minority, which adheres to the precepts 
of Religion ! 

No more then of Sir George Revel ! I ap- 
plaud your forbearance ; may he profit by it, 
and be convinced by your example that true 
courage does not confift in ferocity! He 
probably is indebted for his life to your mag- 
nanimity i and fo farewell to all my fears ! 

Shall I be frighted when a madman Jl ares ? 

With 
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With your duel ends my difpute ; a fatal in* 
fiance is too near at hand to efcape your 
notice, and I would not wifh to enforce my 
argument by referring to it. 

Will nobody convince that Lord G. that a 
proud man is the moft contemptible being in na- 
ture? Is it not hard this obvious truth is 
known to all the world but thole whom it ap- 
plies to ? I now perceive he is a very blun- 
dering politician ; the man is not fit for the 
trade he follows : Who would pretend to fet 
up in his bufinefs without brains ? and where 
muft they have been, when he overlooked 
your talents, *and did not fee the weapons of 
an orator till he felt them in his vitals ? Is 
this fellow qualified to be the fteerfman of the 
ftate, who has not the wit to take in his fails 
till the hurricane furprizes him ? Away with 
fuch a fleepy Palinurus ! I am turned over 
once more to my old fide, and feel myfelf 
more comfortable in my opposition quarters. 

We read your maiden fpeech in our coffee- 
house club, and took every word for granted 
as the papers gave it, though perhaps you 
would tell us it is no more like your fpeech 
than I to Hercules. I want no better proof of 

M 2 his 
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his Lordlhip's unhandfome dealings with you, 
than this evidence of your unmerciful dealings 
with him ; and I am fure if you had ever been 
let into his heart as a friend, nothing would 
have tempted you to lay it open as a foe. 
Ridiculous, incohfiderate man ! nobody would 
have required of him as a politician to aft 
from the heart, but every one will condemn 
him for want of common (kill and contriv- 
ance : it is plain he has not ftudied even the 
firft principles of his profeffion; I fhall not 
wonder if he is hooted out of the cabinet : 
What a miferable figure will he make at that 
work, when it is notorious to * all the world 
that his right hand bath forgot its cunning ! 

But he is alfo at enmity with his moft ex- 
cellent ladv— And who can wonder at this ? 
when was folly not at war with underftanding ? 
when was madnefs reconciled to reaibn ? He 
does right -, he follows his proper courfe down- 
wards, according to the true back-flidings of 
nature ? Who fhall ftop him ? he is fairly 
launched from the flip, and prefles fifcadlon* 
to the gulph that fiiall receive him. 

Lend me your ear, Arundel, and I will 
whifper to you a fecret, which is not fit for 

any 
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any creature but yourfelf to liften to— There 
is a certain lady who is not infenfible to you. 
How I come to difcover this is no matter; 
you may be a cautious writer, but I am an 
inquifitive reader. Who this lady is, what 
her defcription, age and perfon, I fhall not 
fay; whether walking and converfing with 
you in the country, or attending, upon you 
during your confinement in town; whether 
kiftruiling you as a monitrefs, or receiving in- 
ftruftion from you as, a difciple, whilft you 
trace out the conftellations in the heavens to 
her uplifted eyes by night; in whatever aft, 
attitude or employment I contemplate this 
your amiable companion, I recognize a cha- 
rafter which I cannot.be miftaken in. Though 
Jorrow may con/fire with time to /often down 
thofefiresj that are fo bright in younger eyes, 
yet they are fires, which by their gentlenefs 
only lure to a nearer approach, and that for- 
row, which foftens the beholder alfo into pity, 
and raifes up no inconfiderable advocate in 
the heart. 

. But what has a monk to do, you will fay, 
with (peculations of this fort ? Certainly they 
are no thefis for the fchools; yet love has its 

M 3 pupils 
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pupils even within the walls of a college, and 
nature can inftrudfc without the help of a lec- 
turer. However, as I am neither pupil nor 
profeflbr, I lhall totally drop a fubjedt I have 
no right to fpeak upon. 

Your recovery from a dangerous wound 
has been followed -by a fudden change of for- 
tune, which in the language of the world will 
be called a very Angular inftance of good for- 
tune : let me therefore take the world's opi- 
nion upon truft, and join your friends in feli- 
citating you upon your late adoption. Why 
fiiould I not ? the eftate, that will now de- 
volve upon you, is the eftate of your family * 
it has ever been in the lift of contingencies, 
and you are not oaken by furprize, aa many 
are, upon whom chance throws her. favors, 
and without preparation elevates the proftrate 
fon of earth into the upftart man of confe- 
quence. I give it welcome, therefore, as an 
event which affords your talents a difplay, and 
enlarges the fphere of your a&ivity. I flatter 
myfelf I fhall be able to appeal to one inftance 
of a great fortune rationally enjoyed ; you will 
neither languidly fubmit to be the prey of fer- 
.vants, or the dupe of (harpers i you have ever 

lived 
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lived in habits of temperance, and who that 
has once experienced the bleffings of pure fim- 
plicity will proftitute his health, undemanding 
and confcience, to a life of voluptuoufnefs ? 
You are not, thank Heaven, in danger of be- 
ing feized by the fordid rage of gaming, for 
you cannot wifli fo to employ a fuperfiuity 5 
which your tafte can difpofe of fo much mpre 
elegantly, and your fpirit beftow fo bene- 
ficently. 

That you may reap the firft-fruits of that 
generous difpofition with all poflible fatisfac- 
tion to your feelings, I accept with thankful - 
nefc the promife of your benefice in Kent,, and 
aflure you that it opens to me every profpeft 
of happinefs your friendly heart can wifh it to 
be accompanied with. 

Every circumftance about it, houfe, gar- 
den, demefne, the country, river, parifli, the 
people themfelves, all confpire to render it 
the mod dele&able fixation to me in life; 
and more than all, its neighbourhood to 
ArundeUhoufe damps a double value on the 

gift- , ,: 

I (hall be ordained deacon ne^t S.unday; 

and I have reafon to believe my Lord of Ely 

M 4 will 



i 



448 ARUNDEL. 
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will not refute me prieft's orders very fhortly 
after. I certainly enter upon this office in hum- 
ble hope and with a ferious mind ; I have well 
reflected upon the nature of bur church efta- 
blifhrtient, and am refolute to abide by all its 
forms, ordinances and articles, as therein laid 
down, without deviation ; for I hope I am in- 
capable of prevaricating with an oath, and 
entering upon thefe folemn engagements with 
art unfteady, wavering allegiance ;-no,'Arun>- 
del, I will imitate the fe&aries in nothing but 
their diligence and induftry; neither will I 
enter the pale of peace and charity with a 
heart that can be hardened by a fpirit of into- 
lerance and bigotry. 

To be a good prieft in a country parifh, 
fuch as you defcribe, is the height of my 
wifhes, and if they ; fiicceed, nothing (hall 
tempt me out of my ftation; where I fix, 
there I will fall ; your Kentifhmen Ihall have 
me, fuch as I am, once and for ever; for 
them I will live, and amongft them I will 
die : • I am no feeker after chahge or prefer- 
ment; nor, when I am the fervant of God, 
will I fubmit to be the flave of ambition. 

It 
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It appears to me, that fome clergymen 
feem to think their whole duties are com- 
prifed in the fervices of the feventh day ; but 
when fo many inftances happily occur to fhew 
the great moral advantages which may be de- 
rived to a parifh from the careful fuperintend- 
ance of a minifter who refides conftantly 
amopgfl: them, it is a ftrong call upon a man's 
confcience to ftand by his truft, and confider 
every day in the week no lefs a day of duty 
than the feventh. As to what concerns the 
ta(k of preaching only, my idea is, that a con* / 
gregation is firft to be inftrufted in the reli- / 
gion they profefs, and that morality will, 
fpring from religion, as the fruit from the 
tree. I have therefore no partiality for thofe 
flight eflays, fo much in vogue, which feem 
compofed for fafliionable freethinkers, and one 
would almoft fuppofe, if charity did not forbid 
the imputation, that they were even compofed 
by freethinkers. This kind of flimfy doftrine 
(like fair-weather failing, that may be per- 
formed with any ordinary tackle) is very con- 
venient for ifidoknt divines, as it requires 
little labour, and no depth of ftudy ; preach- 
ers, Who court popularity from polite congre- 

M 5 gations, 
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gations, affeft to fuit their language to their 
company, and, avoiding all harfh truths, tell 
them rather what they like, than what they 
ought, to hear ; the crimes, that cry out for 
corre&ion, are left untouched* and the lafli 
only applied where nobody prefent can be hit 
by it. 

For my part* though I would with great 
care avoid puzzling the underftaridings of nriy 
Tural flock, yet I conceive it is very feafible, 
in plain and eafy language, and by natural de- 
ductions, to proceed fyftematically in a chain 
of difcourfes through all the neceffary proofs 
of revealed religion. If this were done in jsl 
concife, intelligible manner, and fo methodized 
as the memory might retain it, I fhould ex- 
pe& it would enable an attentive congrega- 
tion, even in a country parifh, to give a na~ 
Jon for tbt faith that is in them, and with this 
view irmight be proper to repeat it as occa- 
fion (eemed to require. Upon this fyftem, 
once eftablifhed in the mind, all the. moral 
duties ofyChriftianity might be grounded, not 
in a va^iie and defultory manner, but in the 
chain and order of their dependancies one 
upon another * for I take it as a point ad- 
mitted, 
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mitted, that teachers of all forts muft proceed 
by method, if they mean to fix in their hear- 
ers memories what they effey to teach : liften 
to the rambling arguments of a man, who h&s 
no mathematical principles id his head, and 
though he talks to you in the didtion of Tully, 
they will be words without ideas, a mere cluf- 
ter of unmeaning fentence*. It is my purpofe, 
therefore*; . if it ever k my lot to have a fteady> 
congregation under my care, fo to conned my; 
iermons, as may lead my hearers ftep by ftep 5 
through a coorfe of Christian dodtrine, as. if, 
I was folving a propofition in geometry \. 30& 
I will venture to pronounce, that whoever, 
analyzea the whole feries and fy ft em. of Jfceve*, 
lation in this manner, will find his faith eftajb*. 
liihed by the procefs as clear and incontro- 
vertible as any mathematical truth founded. 
upon demonstration* Farewell* 
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L E T T E R XL. 

Lady Louifa G. to Lady Jane S. 

TAMfo haunted by Sir George Revel, and 
fuffer his vifits with fo ill a grace, that I 
can wear the made no longer, and muft pofi- 
tively give him a flat refufal the very next time 
he baits me with his odioqs addrefles. 
: My father begins to find he has gained no- ' 
thing upon me by my mother's abfence, and 
grows very impatient; he is aftoniflied what I 
can difcover in Sir George to objedt to, and 
tfcen runs over a»number of particulars, every 
one of which he* thinks the beft recommehdar 
tion a man can have, and I think the fum to- 
tal would not weigh againft.one grain of merit. 
Oh, Arundel, if nature had riot given me a 
heart to defpife thefe vanities, you would have 
taught me ! 

Whilft my father is for ever tutoring and 
tormenting me in private, my difappointed lo- 
ver runs bellowing up and down, abufing me, 
to all the world, as the verieft coquette and 
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jilt in nature, and I have too good reafon to 
believe that his animofity againft my exiled 
mother, provokes him to fay very bafe and 
fcandalous things againft her. I live in daily 
terror left any of thefe reports fhould come 
- round to Arundel's ears, whofe fpirit would 
not bear a word to be faid againft Lady G. 

That gentleman has made his debut in Par- 
liament by taking a decided part in Oppofition. 
I fhould make a lame ftory of it, if I were to 
attempt at giving you particulars, but I can 
affure you the whole town rings with his ap- 
plaufes; and (what is worft of all) our mini- 
fters loft their que/Hon, as they call it, fo that 
I believe no queftion now remains but they 
will lofe their places. Every one of the 
junto ^re outrageous againft my poor father for 
letting fuch a genius as Arundel flip through 
his hands j and this, with the affair of my mo- 
ther, has opened all mouths violently againft 
him, though I am perfuaded he feels his error 
poignantly' enough, without any of thefe re- 
proaches to aggravate his regret. 

The eloqyence, the youth, the perfon of 
Arundel, who was known to fcarce a mem- * 

ber in the houle, had an aftonifhing effed : 

juvenile 
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juvenile orators have- oftentimes come out 
with credit in a fet ipeech, rehearfed as it 
Were by heart; but this new phenomenon in 
Parliament was two hours in his reply to one 
of the beft fpeakers on the fide of admioiftra- 
don, by which he eftablifhcd his reputation 
beyond all example, 

Afi his affair with Sir George Revel has 
been greatly talked of, it interefted the atten- 
oon of the houfe in an extraordinary degree, 
when that gentleman, who with aU his mem- 
bers is come over to the minister's fide, rofe 
as £bon as Arundel had fete down* ^ftd under- 
took to reply to him; he began* Wkh feme 
vehemence to recent upon him forthe unhand-' 
fome part he was taking, appealing to the 
candor of the houfe to judge if k was becom- 
ing for a man fo new in his feat, and one who 
had been fo lately, initiated* as an humble de- 
pendant on a noble lord high in office, into the 
privacy of his family, to avail hirtifelf of the 
intelligence he had gleaned (imperfe&ly as it 
appeared, but certainly not very honorably) 
in his fcrvice, for the purpofe of employing it 
againffc the very patron, who had admitted him 
into his confidence ? That noble lord> he could 

fay 
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fay from his own knowledge, was intitled to a 
better return, as he had fhewn himfelf no lefs 
ready to beftow favors than to forgive offen- 
ces, and though his bounty had not been ac- 
cepted, he humbly conceived it ought not v> 
have been forgotten. 

The gentleman, from whofe account I took 
down theft particulars for your information, 
faid the houfe feemed to feel the indelicacy of 
Sir George Revel's appeal, confiderrng what 
had lately pafled, and were very much dif- 
pofed to interfere, and call him to order ; but 
as foon as Arundel took up his reply, in which * 
he conducted himfelf with great coolnefe and 
difcretion, the filence and attention were al- 
moft without precedent* 

In juftifying himfelf from the charge of in- 
gratitude and double-dealing, he went through 
a manly, yet modrft, detail of his own pro- 
ceedings during his connection with my father, 
and of the reafons which diflblved it : thefe 
indeed he touched with great delicacy, yet 
opened as much as fufficed very felly for his 
awn vindication : when he came to fpeak of 
the melancholy event, which had wrought fo 

great 
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great a change in his fortune and condition, 
all eyes were turned upon the venerable old 
General, who, though in the laft ftage of in- 
firmity, and in deep mourning for an only 
fon, had feated himfelf by his fide; a fo- 
lemn murmur ran through the houfe ; 
every nerve feemed- to vibrate with the pa- 
thos of the fcene ; the feeble yeteran put his 
handkerchief to his eyes -, the crifis was too 
affe&ing ; Arundel's voice trembled, ftopt, 
he paufed awhile, and then re fuming his 
difepurfe with greater energy,. he broke forth 
into .fo fine a flow of eloquence, awakened 
all the Yejelings-of his hearers, and ilruck the 
firings of pity . with fo mafterlya hand, that 
decency could fcarce reftrain the houfe from 
exclamations of applaufe. 'Twas then he 
turned his defence into attack, .and made fo 
fierce a fally into' his opponent's quarters, 
that he raifed a genera] indignation againft 
the very perfon, whom he had been accufed 
of being ungrateful to - 9 . he aflerted, : to the 
conyi&ion of all, that fo far from betray- 
ing a benefa&or, he had fuffered under an 
oppreffor — that he could not abufe a confi- 
dence he had never enjoyed— and that the 

offer 
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offer he had refufed was the refult of fear, 
not favor, and would have been difgraceful 
to accept. But what was remarked parti- 
cularly to his credit was, that not a word 
of perfonality towards Sir George Revel 
efcaped from his lips ; not a look that mark- 
ed contempt, not a fyllable that breathed de- 
fiance. 

Thus you have the whole fairly tran- 
fcribed from a very correct Reporter, of what 
paffed on that memorable debate, which was 
clofed with the fpeech above related and 
finifhed by a divifion, in which the ruling pow- 
ers were overthrown 5 a defeat, which I know 
enough of your politics, my dear Jan*, to be- 
lieve ^ou will not be very forry for. 

Farewell. 
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LETTER XLL 

Lady Louifa G. So Lady Jane S. 

I Hanre at laft peremptorily broke witk Sir 

George Revel, and am free. 

No penitent ever returned from abfolution 
fo lightened in confcience as I am by what I 
have done : I felt myfelf ading a part of du- 
plicity, which I muft take the liberty to fay 
was a ch a rafter entirely out of my caft, and of 
courfe very awkwardly performed. , 

A fine man of Sir George's fort, wha looks 
upon the whole female world as drawa out in 
review for him in his imperial humour ta throw 
his handkerchief to the chofen fair, brooks the 
infult of a repulfe very ill. If he had not' 
loved himfelf infinitely more than he did me, 
his difappointment would have been intolera- 
ble ; but as my opinion cannot lower him in 
his own, he feemed rather to pity my bad tafte 
than deplore his own hard fate. 

On the evening of the day I laft wrote to 
you I went to the Opera, and Sif George Re- 
vel, 
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vel, by privilege of cuftom, came into my 
box; he was more than commonly trouble- 
fbme, and as my attention was particularly en- 
grofled by a certain perfon in the pit, I was 
not in the beft humour in the world : to con^ 
fefs the truth to yqu, that certain perfon was 
Arundel* who was fitting by old Lady Treville, 
and as it feemed in earned converfation with 
her. 

I had fixt my eyes upon him fo attentively, 
that Sir George, by following their dire&ion, 
foon difcovcred the dbje& at which they were 
pointed* 

I perceive, faid he, your Ladyfhip has found 
out an. acquaintance ; you are looking at our 
new orator ; but l.&ould fuppfcfe yo* can find 
no great pdeafiire in oontempfoting ingratitude, 
though at a diftance. ( . 

To this I made no anfwer, and he pro- 
ceeded. 

The vanity of that fellow is infufferable; he 
comes here on purpofe to'belftarcdati but 
though curioftty (hould d?aw every eye upon 
an upftart novelty, youths at lead: methinks 
fhould be^ averted from die fce-profefled and 
Qanderer of your father* 

As* 



i6o * Arundel 

As you have had a full reply to that already, 
I fuppofe you do not expeft one from me. 

You need not put your lips to that trouble, 
Madam, I underftand the language of your 
eyes. 

Not always, Sir George. 

When have I failed to interpret rightly ? 

In your own cafe, as I fhould think. 

I underftand you perfe&ly, Madam \ I can 
fee the paffion which prevails, when they are 
turned upon me, as I can difcover that which 
animates them whilft they are fixt upon him. 

Hold, Sir George, one conclufion at a time, 
with your leave : be as confident as you pieafe 
in your own cafe, but I defire you will make 
no conjefture* for ;*tiy other.. 

Irt my own cafe then give me leave to tell 
you, Lady Louifa, that if 1 have been hitherto 
m a deception as to the real language of your 
eyes, it is becaufe you have hitherto been pleafed 
to conceal them under: ^ roafk ; the inftant that 
you' condefcend to (.take, it off* and let. them 
follow where the impfulfe of your heart dire&s 
them, I no longer think the- honor of being 
your admirer can compenfate for the difgrace 
of being rival to your mother's footman. 

So 
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So faying he flounced out of the boK, and 
left trie* in 'attate of mind, inwhidvit was hard 
to decide whether joy or indignation mod pre-* 
ponderatecf. 'My agitation however was (b 
great between both, that I found myfelf una- 
ble to frt Out the Opera, and, nobody being 
With fine but Mrs. Courtenhall, I apologized 
to her for the diforder I was in and begged to 
go home. 

An embarraflment now enfued about get- 
ting up our carriage, as we had. no gendemai* 
to appfy to -, but depending upon what chance 
might throw in our- way, we went down to jchc 
lobby to give orders fbr- our fervants to be 
called. Fortune, '(whether in malice or goodr 
will 1 can not --pretend to fay).fo ordered.. it> 
that- we Ihould 'there Encounter Mr. Arundeji 
alone. and going- ouc of the Koufe. My drf 7 
trefs was vilH>le,and his embarralfiticat no leff 
fo; he bowed with all poffibie refpeft.; ad- 
vanced, retired, then, ftopt.as if uncertain what 
to do. -' His natural* good trianncrsrat lad de- 
cided m-oiir favor>and«he addreffcd hinafelf to 
me f to know if I Wanted any iffiftance^would 
1 command him to order up my carriage ? I 
accepted his ferfice and he flew to fulfil it : a 

very 
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very ihort time brought him hack to tell me 
the coach was ready, and my fervants in wait- 
ing. 

May I have the honor of taking care of your 
Ladyfliip, or am I impertinent ? 

That can hardly be, I replied, though they 
tell me I am in the enemy's hands. This I ac- 
companied with a fmUe, as he was in the very 
aft I alluded to. 

Yes* Lady Louifa, if he can be called an 
enemy, who would die in your defence,. 

I will not fwear to you, my Tweet Jane, that 
whilft Jie fpoke thefe words he actually did 
prefs my hand, but I thought he did, I felt as 
if he did ; the flutter I had been in feized me 
worfe than ever ; I tottered, loft my fight and 
fcarce had power to proceed. He certainly 
did not overlook my diforder, for he fupported 
me with the grcateft care, and flopping to give 
me time For recovery, with a look expreffive 
of the tendered: refped, whifpered to me— 
Alas ! you are ill ; if enemies feel what I feel, 
how can your friends furyive it? — As you 
have never heard his voice, Jalne, you cannot 
judge of its effedt $ I will not attempt at the 
defcription of it : my heart was full ; it was 

3 fwelling 
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fwelling with indignation againft the wretch 
who had fo late infulted my ears with his 
abufe, it was ftruggling to fupply fome words 
that might convince him I did not ferioufly 
fuppofe he was my enemy ; but in the ftruggle 
words were loft, tears fupplied their place, and 
I had only ftrength to fay— For Heaven's lake 
take me to my coach ; I fliall expofe myfelf. 

He obeyed me, but how I know not; he 
condufted me through the crowd, put me into 
the coach, placed my companion by my fide, 
and we parted without another word. 

Oh Jane, Jane, Jane ! I love— give me fome 
ftronger word. — There is none. — What ufefor 
language then ? away with it ! it cannot reach 
my paffion.— — I have done. 
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LETTER XLII. 

Lady Louija G. to Lady Jane S. 

ANOTHER letter, I hear you fay !— Yes, 
another— /w / muft write and you mujl 
read. 

Lady Treville has been with me ; fhe is a 
dear, old, ^generous, confiderare creature, a 
friend to love, and, like Hope, 

A nurfe of young dejire. 

I doat upon her to diftra&ion, for I am fure 
fhe came upon an errand from Arundel this 
morning, to enquire after my health : fhe had 
heard I went home ill from the Opera laft 
night. 

This good lady, as you well know, has a 
fine houfe, a great fortune, high birth and 
much vivacity ; fhe keeps a circle, which is 
greatly frequented by the fine young men 
about town, particularly by the leaders of that 
party, which is termed the Oppofition. Arun- 
del is her prime favorite, and I underftand is 

at 
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at her boufe moft evenings : flie told me he 
had fupped with her laft night after the Opera, 
and I can aflure your Ladyfhip, fays fhe, that . 
the jgh my boy (for fo (he calls Arundel) is fo t 
angry with your father, he fays the fineft things 
in the world of you. 

Of me ! 1 replied, roethinks I fhould be cu- 
rious to know what Mr. Arundel is pleafed to 
commend in me. 

Now I dare fay, anfwered Lady Treville, 
you are prepared to hear a great many compli- 
ments pafled upon your beauty, but I muft 
mortify your expedtations by telling you his_ 
encomiums were all dire&ed another way, 
which perhaps you may hold to be a great fo- 
lecifm in politenefs. 

Pardon me, my good Lady, that is not my 
way of thinking. Well then, faid fhe with a 
fmile, you can well believe that bufy people 
will be meddling with affairs they have no con- 
cern # inj and as a certain Sir George Revel, 
whom all the ladies think fo great a catch, has 
circulated your refufal of him pretty generally, 
there will be different ways of talking about 
it. I believe he has been at fome pains to 
make his own ftory as good as he can againft 

Vol. I. N you : 
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. you: t»w though aft the world knows my 
Jew? and efteem for my dear Lady Lou^fa, yet 

, k is inapoffible t*e keep- all mouths, fhut in & 
mixt company, and' I believe fame folks take 
»p. die worift fide for contradidion feke. 

Dear madam, there is no. need «f foftening 
the truth 0* me : I dare fay I was foundly 
abufed by fame kkid foul or other as. the 
arranteft jilt in the kingdom* 

Not h bad. as, that, Lady Louifa^ enstigh 
however to draw ouc the handfomeft: defence 
from Mr. Acusdel I ever heard: defence do I 
9all it? it was. a panegyric, that made every 
female cheek ia the room burn with envy* it 
put malice quite out of countenance, I tan &f- 
fure you, and was followed by a fikgee, which 
nobody fcemed hardy enough to interrupt. 

At laft a grave old gentleman obferv^d, that 
it was as hopelefs to convift Lady Loqifc t?e* 
fore filch an adyocate, as it waa to. defend 
Lord G, againft fiich an opponent ' ■ . '; 

Oi^of the company obferved to die it*: £ 
whjfper* that the young lady had prpbably re- 
venged- her father'*, quarrel, intimating thjafc 
you, my dear,, had made ArundeUs fceart ttone 
for what LotdG* 'shad fcl|. 

Now 



!tfo# thw itets anobfeivatiofrl couffl neitfier 
fey yea nor nay to* till I FracF cotrfbked* you ; 

* but V you will give nrfc* an. artflffer upon your 
authority, I will be fakhfuf-mapp^ing it; ' 

But- is it neeefiSryj F demanded, thatanan- 
Twer (hould be given ? and if ir (houId A does it 
hot rather reft with Mn Aruncfel 1 than with 
me? h not he better able to judge of the ftate 
of his own heart thaal anrfor hittir If you 
1 wilh to know the truth> my dear lady, had not 
you better feek ir front the fountain-head ?' 

Oh Heavens' !* (he cried, if he dafed to tell 
- ttie that he was in love with any woman but 
: myfelf, I wdiricf tear his eyes* e\m P taught 
him lobking at* yotr ar the Opera, and I fent 
him away with fuch • a lefture^ as he Wiff not 
foon* forget r I da not know whether f (half let 
hind into my houfo this evenings though I have 
a little* private party of mufte and (hall want 

* «fc is violin; how I was thinking, if your Lady* 
(hip will honor me with your affiftance at the 
harpfichord, we will fend him about his bufu 
rids and (hew him that we can do without 

* him. 

^1 fancy I fhould be dn unwelcome vifitor 
upon thofe terms j you would find me a bad 

N 2 fubftitutc 



268 ARUNDEL. 

fubftitutc for fo fine a performer 5 but as I am 
perfuaded your Ladyfhip has no reafon to fear 
any rival, and me perhaps Jeaft of any, had not 
you better let him in 2 

Then be it fo ! and if he dares to look afide, 
truft me .for finding him out -, nothing is fo 
fharp-fighted as jealoufy. — But remember to 
come and bring all your charms with yon, 
youth* beauty, love and harmony -, if I triumph 
over thefe, my glory will be great indeed. 

With thefe words fhe ftarted up with all the 
vivacity of a girl, and taking me by the hand 
as (he left the room, cried out, God blefs you, 
my dear Lady, I adore you for your behavior 
to Sir -George Revel s there is but one man 
living, who deferves you. 

And now, my dear Jane, I leave you a puz- 
zle to amufe yourfelf with guefling at — Do I 
go, or do I not go ? — that is the que/Hon* 

Farewell* 
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LETTER XLIII. 

Lady Jane S. to Lady Lout/a G. 

1J[0W cart you be fo nonfenfical a chit ? D* 
you go, or do you not go to Lady Treville's ? 
That h the quejiion indeed ! No> child, that 
is not the queftion which I (hall arifwer, for ic 
anfwers itlelf. You will not ftop at Lady 
Treville's, when you are once fet a-going, if I 
have any guefs at your motions : you will have 
a longer journey on your hands before you are 
much older •, for that promotion, which we are 
told cometb neither from the Eaft, nor from the 
Weft) nor yet from the South, can of courfe be 
found no where but in the North, and thither 
' you will go in fearch of it. I have heard it 
faid there is an old blackfmith, fomewhere on 
the borders of Scotland, who, though but a 
footy fellow, is in great vogue for his work-? 
manfhip, and much refbrted to for a particular 
kind of chains, which I think would fuit your 
Ladyfhip's tafte to a tittle, and perhaps laft 
you to, the end of your life. Now if your 

N 3. mj 
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ftiy pretty Louifa, would pay this fame black- . 
fmhh a vifitv .it would be >realizing the old . 
fuftyrikbie of Venus and Vuloan -, andj tor pre4 
vent : miftakes, .you may take your JEneas in 7 
your hand, and let His armour be fitted upon > 
him in the fhop: I warrant it will then fit; 
clofe m him. 

Well! a&d Jiow did iiny dear Arundel look 
at Lady TrcviMe's, mb&t (did be fay -and how 
did he fiddle ? I 'find be 'draws a •ftnang bow* 
as my poor :Lord G. can wicnefs. I adcteiuim 
for hi* .politics,, for I am ^ppofitieu mad ; in 
ihortj mf dear, we «f thia baafe jure p»r. aad 
bwgiy* Ami I dd /from ooyteart Jrape-tttat. 
4us^4iiiiUhe^toibiaak one attttte fabsv 
and let us » for a ftmre <of vthe <hmey . 1 would . 
venture a good wager^I^ouif^Jihat at thievery 
thse »f writing you ;are one of us. What a 
happy faculty thefe young j-eforirkere &a*e ; »fc{ 
can^erti»g us maiden pupils fto ttheir tipugortal [ 
the wifdom pf the aged is but Joft upon us j itl 
goes jfor nothing. 

And 4b you have had die afiuranae.to-r^fofe 
a loyor, whumall the marrying world, are putW 
ingcapst&Ti arid v^bui y^w Cc^ld wi^ 
bpi^g«he)£i«!ft»,giyefti tiduft fcride in £fig~ 

: » land ? 



Jandi To -be iure there are ^ few>Sawfe inr&ir t 
George's character, a few trifling blemifhev* 
fbch as pride, ill- nature, infakrice^ a fmalt.) 
propetrfkjf to the brute, and no want ofi pare v 
tidtty for <Jear fe$f: but who fhamblds atv 
ftraws? and*every Mift in che kingdom knows,.! 
th^t if ! hcr hufband will not 4*iake Iter happy, 
fofcnebody /elfe will: ".there is always fome 
kind-hearted! creature ready totafce pityTapopt - 
xiifcon folate wives, if they are willing to make 
theiribrrows known. Ic is my opinion them 
Sir George will «erer tweet a feooad rdfaaff, . 
ainfefc'hc would condescend w*c4tik the-'eye&.of 
liis regard upon me? <Jk% that h« proud fka* 
raacfc wotrid come down fe4ow L Marry !i if ar 
-poor ScottiSi laflk 41ke me was io fead Mm 
packing) i t -would >break die week of dads pride 
at once ; now you can only break his heart:: 
b<^nOr '^Ac/ugh for h*m that he may boaft; of! 
hafringtfhrown hifttfelf at yfcurfipr, tfaoaghrte) 
lias been tqfied ow* of window for his tomi* 
rity-* :?••-.* 

f*e upon it 1* whepe am I fcrambJing out of 
windows >? The -thought of your dear mother 
rheetfc me fey<tto'«vfcft aadvxrfjakes myicjte. 
fj^it'fotits-li^ity. Wiibjl'diibfc^her^iwyi 
* ^- N 4. heavy 
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heavy heart is like poor king John's in the 
tragedy — 

h will not out *f windows or of doors. 

Oh that I was with her in her folitude ! tell 
her, I befeech you, if (he wants a tame crea- 
ture to run about the houfe, and be faithful to 
her, I am at her fervice. I can hold my 
tongue when (he does not wifli to-hear.ipe 
talk, and I am too much my own friend not 
to be filent when (he (peaks : on this fide ido- 
latry I have, ever loved her more than any 
other woman, but when (he was a great Lady, 
I forbore to rqake my court to her, as I nqw 
.wi(h. to do in the decadence of her fortune. Oh 
Arundel, how I love thee for thy gratitude and 
devotion to the charming Lady G. I Lend me 
but thy Ceftus, my fweet Louifa, if thou had 
no employment for it thyfel£ and I will level 
all my borrowed charms at the heart of that 
dear darling fellow, and fave him a trip to the 
blackfmith, for there is not one of my poor 
kinsfolk, but will tofs their Scotch bonnets in 
the air for joy at my good luck : I warrant him 
, they will fet the pipes a fqueaking, when he 
comes to Fergus Cattle. In the mean time 

here 



ARUNDEL. 27 j 

here I live without a lover, or even an ac- 
quaintance, except one folitary tree that ftands 
now in my eye from the cattle cafement, the 
only ornanrtent of the profpeftj. with whom I 
have made a friendfhip, as there is a kind of 
(ympathy in our fituations, being both left 
naked and alone in the wide world, both 
planted in a bleak and barren foil, and alike 
unfheltered and expofed to all the blafts of 
Heaven : I vifit it every day, and as I ftand . 
fighing under its branches, the kind creature 
anfwers me with a melancholy murmur, and 
nifties every leaf in token of its fellow-feel- 
ing. It is the very emblem of celibacy, for if 
1 was to climb to the top of it I am fure I 
could not fpy out a companion within the 
range of vifion \ it ftands like Jephtha's daugh- 
ter, bewailing its virginity upon the moun- 
tains,. and being of the ever-green race has the 
property in cqmmon with other old maids of 
never changing its condition. If there had 
been a flower within a mile of me I would 
have treated it with a garland ; but alas ! no 
purple-fingered hours fling rofe, fling odours 
here. ••;■''' s : 

WithiQ the cattle walls all is not habitable 

N 5 that 
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that they enclefe \ t bene are trophies, banners, - 
add .armour in the hall that bdpeak the war- 
like .dignity of the houfe, hut there is wanting • 
that which Ihould .cover its nakednefc, for it 
is open to the fky, ^nd the bats now perch 
upon thofe .caiques, where rtiftoiy took pod 
iq times. of yore: at the upper end, upon a plat- 
form -elevated ?by three (lone fteps, is a Chair f 
of ftate for the grete laird of the manfion, over- 
hung with a canopy of £laid drapery, which" 
in obedience to the -laws of the kingdom ;no 
longer ^obferves any diftinftion-rf colours, and 
woe betide the ambitious chieftain who Ihould 
dare to -enthrone himfelf -under its rotten roy- ; 
afty. On eacJh fide elf this throne are two go- 
thic Arches, iboth which in better days were 
cdmplkntnted with doors, but one only en- 
joys (that diftintftioo at prefent, and this deli- 
vers you into a great chamber, tffridh we, by 
courtefy, call habitable, and ib it is niore " 
properly toy contraft, for here my vendra&fc 
aticeftors hang v by *fiie wall with their name 3 
and 'fexes very confideratdy 4*>ld %y 'the pain- 
ter, who would dfe 1>ave bequeathed a riddle ' 
td pofterity too difficult for us to Expound. 
Here alio fits my living ancefter/ my noble 

grand- 



grandmother, in her eightieth y ear j the : mo- 
ther of three earls, and the widow, alas! of 
two>: a mournful wreck, ' 

Tn fecond childijhnefs and mere oblivion , 
Sans teeth, Jans eyes>fans tafte^Jans every thing. 

And here fit I, watching the Iaft ebb of na- 
ture In the only relique time and the fworcf : 
hare left me, fare one beloved brother, lord 
of thefe ruins, *he brave& feero and the beft of , 
men, who is *k>w bearing thi English thunder 
o«rqr &e wav^s pf the ocean againft a world in 
araas : she God of fcattle, giver of all vidfcory, 
protect hiro and feis gallant comrade, when- 
ever they are J Wonder jw* H!I adore the nan&s 
of Arundel, when it is the brave John Ajruo?* 
del, utucie of yo«r Francis,, who i§ the gallant 
eororade 1 allude to i with this vieter*!* roy bro- 
ther is now cruififtg ; under foim he has beeti 
ttai^gd jfrow £ child ; he it i§ who haa *d\j* 
ea^fj* fathered! and befriended hjro j under hi$ ) 
cpounoand fcs is now failing, the difcipk in a. 
frigate, the rafter ia a line of battle :fliif> a 
by hh $de perhaps Jhe is fighting. Arundel 
tavgte J^gi t^ be a feenraa tJfl&y&imndt bin* , 

a ^FOF :. FW6W£& -...:• "-... s;r* -:« . ^U 
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LETTER XLIV. 

, • i * _ • 

Arundel to the Countefs of G. 

A S your Ladyfhip's great . kindnefs has 
given me a claim upon you for advice in 
any difficulties, I beg leave now to refort to you 
for your judgment in a cafe, than which no- 
thing can be more interefting to my feelings, 
at the fame time that I am doubtful how I 
ought to aft in it with all becoming delicacy 
towards the party concerned. 

There is a lady of high rank, to whom I am 
under the greatcft obligations, and for whom 
my heart entertains every refpe&ful fentiment 
of efteemand gratitude, now in a very pecu- 
liar fituation, having been exiled from her 
houfe and family by the tyranny of her Lord, 
and living in a retired and folitafy cottage on 
the fea-coaft without a friend or companion 
with her, and folaced only by. thofe confeious 
refle&ions, which the unblemifhed redtistide of 

her 
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her own virtuous conduft may fuggeft for her 
relief and comfort. 

A heart, that overflows for the unmerited 
fufferings of this amiable exile, prompts me to 
exprefs to her the fenfibility, with which it is 
penetrated in her behalf; and to attempt at 
telling her, (if words could tell what it feels) 
how entirely it is devoted to her — but al^s ! I 
am doubtful if I ought to do this, and am 
'afraid left the delicacy of her foul might refent 
the intrufion of my officious zeal upon the 
facred privacy of her retirement. 
. .You, Madam, to whom all thefe fine feel* 
ings are prefent, will inform me how to a&? 
and, that you may poffefs yourfelf of the cafe la 
all its circumftances, I befepch pf you to put 
yourfelf in the predicament of the lady I jjer 
fcribe, and, crediting me for what I profefs, 
and even more than I can profefs, anfwer as 
in her perfon, and direft my doubtful judg-r 
ment how to proceed. 

If there was a thing within the compafs of 
my faculties to attempt, if there was a fervice 
to be undertaken for her fake, though it in- 
volved the facrifice of my life, I have zeal and 
'* * * * ardor 
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ardor equal to the tafk; but if this mo*, 
ment, when I wifh her mod to know it, is the 
rery moment, when I ought not to declare it, 
, your decision will impofe frience upon me, 
which however painful to pr-etferve, I will ftill 
perfift in j for let me buffer any imputation, 
even of ingratitude, rather than give occafion 
to (he world but to hint nt a filfpitiiofi, fha£ 
might fuHy her immaculate -character, knd 
fumifh an injurious hufband -witfi matter for 
retort. ' 

When I was laid up by a wound <4bme 
time ago, fee had the tendereft <*omiriifera- 
t'mi 4er «*y bodily pain; Ihafll I aot x fee! 
pity for tier mental agonies, now (he is wound- * 
«d in Ipirit by the (harp fangs of unkind* 
ttft* 
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LETTER XLV. 



3ft*' Countefs of G. to Arundel. 



A Solitary being, expelled from fociety, 
's?. feems ill calculated to<x>un(H rhdfewho 
live in it. Had I poffcflfed the art of accom- 
modating my principles to the tempers and 
fashions of the world, I had not now been 
exikd to this folituek ; and yet I hare not fo 
foon 'forgot the manner of all woridfy t hfrigs, t 
as to be totally without an anfwer to the <jue£ • 
tion you put to me. 

If you, on whom the -Hidden poffeffion of * 
a great fortune 'has juft fallen, hare begun 
the career of pieafure, *s it is called, which 
feldom fails to appertain to it, the mode moft 
confonant to the eftablifhed praftice of men of 
pleafure is to avoid pain and trouble; In that 
cafe it will be totally out of character, and 
againft all rule of felf-gratification, to concern 
yourfelf any further about this melancholy 
beirig, whofe fequeftercd cottage by the fea- 

fliore 
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fhore can furnifh no delights to you, and 
whofe dull fociety will only damp the fpring 
of pleafure, which fhould' know no relaxation, 
or remiffion of a&ivity, in your bofom. 

On the contrary, if, amidft the felicitations 
of the fenfes, you are ftill awake to the feel- 
ings of the foul ; if you can fuppofe there is a 
joy in beftowing comfort to the afflidted, and 
have any tafte for the delights which fprtng 
from within, as well as for thofe which court 
you from without, then, Arundel, you will 
turn your fteps from thofe flowery paths, 
where pleafu;- e leads the dance, and ftrike into 
the narrow, winding crag, which, over rocks 
and thorns A ufhers benevolence into the houfe 
of mourning: you will go to that folitary cot- 
tage by the fea-fide * you will vifit your af- 
flicted friend, and, if fhe is clothed in the 
armour of virtue, fhe will not fear the {hafts 
of malice. 
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* f ' Urn 

f Lady Lbui/a. G. to 'Lady Jane S. 

ALAS! my dear Jane, the hope that 
gleamed upon my profpe<5b, how fud- 
denly i§ it ovcrc^ft ! 

. No fooner had Lady Treville left me, than 
my father came into my room : for fome days 
I had fcarce exchanged a word with him, and 
whenever we met he appeared fulien, dull and 
out of fpirits. I was willing to afcribe it to 
the derangement of his political fituation, and 

I now underftand it to be decided that he \$ 

» 

to retire from office, and that there will be a. 
total change of minifters. 

His countenance very fufficiently indicated 
that I was to encounter his difpleafure $ but 
when I expe&ed it to break forth, as ufual 
with him, in fome fudden guft of paffion, he 
fat deliberately down, and without any eleva- 
tion of voice, began by telling me, that my 
copduft towards Sir George Revel had at la$ 

put 
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put it out of all doubt that I was in teagiae 
againft him with my mother, and that viptfr' 
(i^anzi>g^iprfcl),^homlieteid feared taWs; 
bofom. Yes, added he, ingrateful ehild, wfusrtt 
I have fo fooliflbly Joated on, it is not in the 
nature of things to fuppofe you would hake 
refufed a match, fo defireable in itfelf, and fo 
xnuch the objeft 4of my wkhes* had you? not:, 
been combined with thfcfe incendiaries under 
my own roof in a plot againft my hondr, hap* " 
pinefc and mtereft. Gould you be fc biind as 
not to fee your mother"* glaring paittaality for 
that fellow Arundel? V&& fhe not employ 
feirn as focr inftrument iki die firft place to d£ i 
from Sir CeorgPj afcd wfoen the <$&rrs&4idF 
trot terminate to Tier w'tfh, but her xcmner got 
chaftffed for his hriblence, fee caballed mifa 
him for traverfmg my meafsres, and turniag. f 
y$ur afle&ions from thetf fiacural bemvki 4if^ 
favor to an abfo*ute Bgeftioh ofWmt- Whod 
bat flie inspired her favorite With Thofejfreli:; 
fumptuous notions of himfelf, which brbkfec 
out with fucfa infolence iipon otir iafc inter- :: 
-view in this houfe x fo that when I calmly toekn 
liim to talk for his offid6ufnefs.#n inyCffflyv 
afiaiis; he ariftrfcscd wt& in "focfe * Mey tRait Jt 
■ * was 
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w^s it^egjtased to diJfaife him . f rom my feN ; 
vk?€ : ? Anil ppw„ ^vJaar by^ufudden fiiift «f& 
foriftira . h^ is ftauted into cowfequtoce* aftd ) 
besa brought into parliament* what'but *&e • 
ft uriuktioro of her irefentEbQ, perfecuting fpirk * 
ceroid haw provoked htm to ftand up againft 
me? Hvith fudh perfcnal animofity, and in the 
bmardk) ftrain of inve&ive attempt to felacken 
and f arraign ;my character, who have been the ; 
friepd uhat ihrooght (him into notice, the 
mavittg ifpring of all the undefended fuGcefs 
that has iacfallen him ? Nay, I can well be- 
liere .that ihc is capable of furnifbing him 
:ro*ih Amis and heads for bis sbufwe, virulent 
Rhifepfitc ; for ntihere {hould he xiifewrer or in~ 
y^ot matter for his calumny ? and how fliouW 
a /uaw .academic dtart up at once a politician 
a^: Reclaimer, unlefs fcme iuch mifchief- 
ttM&i*^m^<fier < had been at work to tutor / 
hiniiVfa the trade ?. Reafons Enough th$fe m* 
alt; Cfsmfcience for the ftep I have taken in; 
bK&king all connexion with your mother, and . 
determining upon that reparation, whidh I am 
nam Tdfofred ihall be. as rigidly <fcferved ©a 
y9iir:fiart> Louifa, as on mine ; for henqefor- 
v^dlforbi^you:«wato^iteto her or corrc-j* 
civv fpond 
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fpdnd with her in any fhape ; and if you dare 
to tranfgrefs thefe commands, I wilL find 
fneans to make ybu rue the hour you dif- 
obey me, 

Here I interpofed, by reminding him that 
he had promifed both my mother and mej 
upon our parting, that I ihould be permitted 
to write to her. 

It is no matter, replied he, what I promifed 
then ; I have upon mature reflexion now de- 
termined otherwife, and I fee the danger of 
your intercourfe. in a ftronger light than at that 
time it appeared to me in. Take notice alfo, 
that you had not then declared yourfelf agalnft 
Sir George Revel \ nay, I h^d every reafon to 
believe you meant to comply with his wiflics 
and mine* by giving him your hand. Did 
you not encourage this delufion ? and dp you 
fuppofe any father can continue to repofe tjie 
fame confidence or affedtion.in a daughter, who 
repays his kindnefs and betray? his truft by 
feizing the very firft occafion for thwarting all 
his hopes and projects for her happinefs ? No, 
Louifa, you have cured me of my partiality*, 
and have nothing now to expeft from me but 
juftice, and a ftrift attention to prevent ytiiir 
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remaining in the hands of thofe infidioua 
counfellors, who have already been buc too 
fuccefsful in perverting your natural good 
qualities, your judgment, your duty. Who 
can tell what chimeras may have fprung in 
yoiir mother's projecting brain, fince her fa- 
vorite Arundel is become fo much the favorite 
6f fortune alfo? Both his prote&reffes are 
blind alike, and you, child, ,who have been 
egregioufly blind in one inftance, may be fo 
in another, and, with the help of her trea- 
cherous inftigations, for aught I know, be 
trepanned into a paffion for that delpicablc 
fellow, arid complete the ruin of my peace foe 
ever. 

Here he caft his eyes upon me, and feeing 
me in confufion, exclaimed, Yes, yes, you 
may well be overwhelmed with (hame and 
cpnfufion ; but remember what I tell you, 
Madam, Were 1 certain at this moment that 
you had ever meditated an aft of that defpe- 
ration, I would confine you, ftarve you, anni- 
hilate you, fooner than you fhould lb difgrace 
ypurfelf, and combine agaihft your father 
with his bittereft enemy 5 therefore if you arc 
difpofed at once to put my heart tp reft, and 

leave 
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leave if cleir from) this and every other v fu!|>i- 
' cion, coitoply with* toy advice* gratify tne 1 by 
revoking what* has paflfcd with Sir'fj&tfge* 
'tod allow ; him to renew his addtdHfes to you. ; 

Here he piufed* and feemed to expz$:ttiy 
atifwer j but finding me Stent, he proefe&led ra 
a milder tone— 

- Do this, Louifa, and be agami the' beloved 
of my foul j be free as air, afk what yb& *tfftj 
and my fbhdnefs fliali cohfent to it j vifit y^iir 
mother when you will, where you will, na£, 
if that is your defire* bring her home, reftore 
her "to her family* mjr arms (hall then be $pen 
to receive and Welcome her $ — but if yoiv will 
not, if you will not do this,- bilt fHir jUrfift 
in btiftmately oppofing my define I exafl^dur 
folemn vow upon the fpot> hever hencefor* 
ward to exchange a thoughts word* or took 
with that villain Arundel; ac any time? 6v 
tipern ahyoccafion* and at the fame 1 ttritt ; T 
forbid all fiiture correfpondeftce WitA ,J 5^dr 
mother* — Now take your choice ; I wait for 
your reply. 

Ah Sir, faid I, whilft the tears galhed frtnta 

my eyes, what an agonizing alternative 1 have 

you now forced upon my choice ! Are there 

c no 
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np-Bteajia left for agpea&og yo^* diipleaftre 
but by facrificing my own happinefs? No 
i»0f^ t Qf reeoaqUipg you tQ» my unhappy chq- 
t|ier but by devoting, roji&lf befor? jhje %fot 
VfiiW lying lips and a revoking beared Muft 
I never embrace a beloved parent till I jpuv 
hands with him who is of all men my aver* 
fipp ? never, be permitted to fpeak comfort ta 
ib^f affliction) till I pronounce the fatal word* 
j&at fcxpenco* me to fiiticry* perhaps to guilty 
fan erei; ? Is this my choice of horrors;? Are. 
thefe the. allottjed portions o£ wretcbedneis, 
ft^rn which I am now commanded to eledtmy 
dooiu for life? 

' . . . Be, pftufed awhile* arid locked . me* fternty- 
in, the face — then reeolle^ing. himfelf* taunt-> 
fogly replied— Your ifliagination, Madam, 
tmy fill both fides of the pifture with horrors j 
% qppqeive they exift only on the reverfe of 
ffib# which it is yoturduty to chufe :. I am &- 
tisfred I. pr/apofe a, gentleman who will make 
you happy * you may have, a wretch in your 
eye, whom I hold in my averfion, therefore is 
l&eboveq me to be peremptory : I don't wiflx 
-% b«i emyfed by eloquence, ^nd deqknastfion, I 

defire 
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defire only to be anfwcred with finccrity and 

truth. 

Then, my Lord, I refign into your hands 
that life, which under God you gave me ; I 
devote myfelf to death, the laft refource of 
human mifery. When you have thus difpofed 
of my mother and myfelf, you will have exe- 
cuted the full powers of a hufband and a 
father. 

Whether he was alarmed at the agony with 
which I uttered thefe words, or awakened by 
fome flings of confcience at the conclufion of 
them, I cannot pretend to determine, but he 
took me gently by the hand, and in a low 
voice faid — Be comforted, J^ouifa ; I am 
your father ftill, and cannot forget to love 
you ; but regard me as a father, and enable me 
to fulfil the promife by which I have bound 
myfelf to Sir George Revel : do not compel 
me to break the word which I have given 
him, that he (hall at leaft be admitted to re- 
new his addreffes to you : if I cannot prevail 
with my child to give him her content, give 
him at leaft a hearing at my requeft* furely 
you will not refufe that to a father : and in 

the 
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the mean time I truft you will pledge your 
honor to me not to converfe, correfpond with* 
or (if thai' can be prevented) even! to' fee Mr, 
Arundel. Are thefe unreafbnable requifitions* 
Louifa ? will you not grant this moderate* re- 
queft to your father ? 

I were inexcufable if I did not promife yoti 
to fulfil every one of thefe conditions moft re- 
ligioufly. 

Then retire to your chamber, my dear, he 
replied, compofe your fpirits, 1 and be aflured 
I have no other wifli in life but to make you 
happy, . » -. 

Thus ended a converfatior*, jJaifrfW through 
its whole progrefs, though the- violence 'it 
commenced with was in fome degree foftened 
at the conclusion. «> r 

Thefe irkfome condition* muft fefe ofefeiVed* 
I fhall fend an apology to Lady Treville. 

Oh my Jane, if I were now ftandkig under 
thy fotitary tree, in the Meafceft: wind that 
ever lhook its weather-beaten branches, I 
could, 1b Arundel were by my fide/ 

. ■ * > * 

Smile on the tempefi and enjoy the farm. 

• * * . I 
- Farewell, 

I- O LET^ 
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Arundel to Charles Mortlake. 

» 
* ' i 

IT is new in my ptfwer to i{\fo?m yop,. tfeaf 
the old incumbent of Packingtonisidea<& 
and the prefentatjfcn to that liviog waits your 
acceptance. You wiH not be in any hafte to 
jfexnove, till J J*aye taken a furyey of the. pre- 
miles, . and put things in comfortable . order 
for your rq^tkm. As- ypu tell. me you are 
refolved to build your heft for life, I would 
fain have it made fit for a tenure, which I 
hope in God will laft long and be happy. 
They |ett me every thiojg is in decent repair ; 
but be this as it may, we will have no talk 
aboy t dilapidations, for I cannot endure to fee 
a parfon raking in the allies of his predecef- 
fprs, and ?vr{ngi*g from the bands of widows oq 
of orphans t flb«> vjlt irajk. Let that tafk *de* 
Tolve upon the patron ; let the gratification of 
preparing an afylum for the friend of my life 
he mine. Upon this delightful errand I am 

• : rtbw 
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now fetting out, and you may depend upon it 
I (hall not let the work fleep in my hands- 
When I am on the (pot I will Inform you of 
particulars > till then, adieu ! 

P. S. Not another word upon the fubjeft of 
Lady G". if you have any regard for my peace. 
Lady Louifa has a&ually refufed Sir George 
itevel. — 'Divine, angelic girl, how I adore 
lief I I can now for the firfjE time fhy my 
. wound is healed ; I am whole again. I am 
juft now fetting off for Lady Treville r s, where 
I ihall meet her this evening. My eyes, my 
fears, will be bleft.— Oh hope, my heart em- 
braces thee f . 

iantuml 
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Xhe Countefs of G. to the Hon. Mrs. Dormer. 

TX/'HEN I was beginning to feel fomething 
like a dawn of peace, my fpirits have 
been agitated afrefh by a letter from ArundeL 
guarded indeed, relpe&ful arid fomewhat ob- 
Tcurc in its ' manner ; but my foolifli heart 
caught at the lure, and eagerly embraced the 
diftant offer of a vifit. 

I am at once delighted and alarmed, with 
the idea ; I reproached yet could not com- 
mand myfelfc I am ferifible I have done 
wrong i I know he ought not to come hither* 
Put afide vain andfoolijh talking, and for once 
give me your fober and found judgment: ShalJ 
I revoke the invitation? I am.refplutje _^<p> 
obey, if you advife it. Farewell. 



* 
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LETTER XLIX. 

The Hon. Mrs. Dormer to the Count efs of G* 

London. 

T> Y no means, my ever honored and beloved 
. Lady, admit the vifit of Arundel. 
v Events have come to pafs in your family, ' 
which perhaps you are not yet apprized o£ 
Lady Louifa has abfolutely difcarded Sir 
George Revel ; fhe has had a cafual interview 
with Arundel at thq Opera, this I learn frqrti ' 
Gbffip Report, alias old Lady Treville : I am 
going to her party this night ; I am to take up ' 
your daughter in my way, and I alfo know that 
.Arundel will be there.~Mufic is the pretence, 
but take my word fqr it, love is at the bottom 
of it. It is creeping into die world* nay it has 
already crept. 

Need I add another word? It would be 
an infult to your delicacy, to your difcretion, 
to your maternal feeling. I leave it with your 
own excellent heart to decide. Farewell. May 
Heaven proteft and blefs you ! 

LETTER 
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%he CguntefsofG* U the lion. Mrs* Dormer. 

T^TOT for the earth would I admit of a vifit 
from Anindeh I will put that mifchief 
beyond the reach of chance or temptation. " I 
wiU leave the kingdom immediately; ' 

Strange as it may appear, yet Ig'tfe yoti 
any honor it is true, that until I came to this 
place I did not know Sir Francis Arundel his 
a family feat in this country* and as 1 am now 
informed not many mfle^froitt theftbtifelam 
in* Whether fchfr would or w&rtd fiot hiVfc 
bem a rtiorive wieh me ' for idmlng SHK&, 
when I had a retfr ement' to chaffi, ?s a tJjneRSSi 
I will not a(k of myfrff, let it ftffide tftat irh 
now become no qoeftioft at att y btrf dowririj 
fate andneceflity that I muffi fly &&m it fo 

with.- « : • ■ .' -'- 1 Jli ^ 

Oh horrible ! what terrors hrfh Hjtoit my 
mind of dangers rtaitowly eibaped, ferfcptiatidris 
ralhly encountered, d*fiv€ranees j^ondfentiaBy 
vottchfafedj ; ■ v - ■ -••■* i '• ^ 
You have now redeemed alfrft^fcF*i¥6H ; 
your laft letter has inclofed an antidote for the 
;.•..•: . i poifon, 
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poifon, which your firft contained. The ope- 
ration has been fevere, but flie cure is radical j 
the cauftic has penetrated to my heart, but the 
canker* which would have confumed it, is it* 
felf confumed : you have faved me j you have 
fay^d yourfelf, and atoned to virtue. 

Why did not my Louifa confide to me the 
very r firft approaches of her paffion ? How 
was it that I did not difcoyer thenb ? Where 
iyas my intuition ? — Ah ! where indeed ? di* 
vefted, mifapplied, engroffed by treacherous 
propenfuies, blind, leaders of the blind. 
. The affeir of Sir George Revel is not new 
tpnje.; what relates to Arundel is unexpn?£ted j 
byx when I recall pad circumftances to my 
moppory, I fee clearly many things by retro- 
ipe&iqn* which efcaped unnoticed at the time $ 
and I am convinced that the impreffion was 
given, and has b*e<i deepening, from their very 
fy[$ interview. . - • 

Oh. my JLouifa, my child, what a fcene of 
difficulties is now opening upon thee ! what 
fury wilt thou have to encounter from my 
Lord, what malice, what r?fentraent from Sir 
George ! Now who Ihall prevent a mortal 
encov^t^r Jbet we^n ; A^«o<iei and his rival ? 

Can yov wonder if 1 fly from the world, if 

I hide 
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I hide myfelf from thefe approaching terrors, 
helplefs as I am, and alike incapable either to 
prevent them coming, or meet them when they 
come ? No, my good friend, let me (ink into 
oblivious folitude, let me fteer my feeble bark 
out of the ftream of this overwhelming torrent. 
May Heaven direft, prefefye and blefs my 
child! May (he be happy in the arms of 
Arundel ! May I repofe myfelf in fecrecy and 
retirement. 

I have formed my plan, and (hall not lofe a 
moment in preparing for it : when I am arriv- 
ed at the place of my deftination I (hall write 
to you 5 but as I mean to keep it private from 
all but you, even from my daughter herfelf 
and Arundel above ail, I muft conjure you in 
the moft folemn manner never to divulge my 
fecret. 

Time may bring all things round ; if Pro- 
vidence befriends my child and (he is happy 
with her Arundel, then I will come forth and 
claim participation in the bleffing: if not, 
death is my aiylum $ I fink unnoticed into the 
forgetful grave. Farewell. 

END OF THE FIRST VOiUMI. 
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